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A mom, a student, a provider, a learner
work out. He [my son] was
getting older and it was time
to do something else. I found
the online degree completion
program here at Millersville
for social work and I’ve been
so grateful.” This program
allows nontraditional, working students like Shanece to
complete their degree at their
own pace with flexibility and
a strong emphasis on online
classes so that students can
more comfortably complete
their classwork alongside
other responsibilities. Shanece loves Millersville’s program because it allows her to
complete her goals while also
working and being there for
her son. “My goal is to graduate next fall. It’s perfect because I just can’t go to school
full-time and work full-time.
You don’t have to worry about
enrolling in major courses because you’re already guaranteed a spot. For this, for now,
and for my life, this works out
well.”

JULIA WALTERS
Associate News Editor
On a typical college campus surrounded by 18 to 21
year olds everywhere, it can
be easy to forget that not all
undergraduate students follow the typical, cookie-cutter
example of graduating high
school, going straight to a university, and completing a degree in four years. The path
to getting a degree is not always straight and sometimes
students go through many deviations in their plans before
finding one that finally seems
to work for them. One student who had to work to find
her path is Shanece Bowman,
a twenty-nine-year-old single
mother who also works fulltime, while also completing a
degree in social work.
While working toward
her degree, she juggles a fouryear-old son and working
at least 40 hours a week as
a Behavioral Health Clinical
Assistant at Wellspan PhilHaven. She takes two online
classes and a three-hour class
Thursday nights. “I typically
spend at least three hours every day to focus on my online
classes on top of work and my
three-hour Thursday night
class.” This adds up to about
11.5 hours per day spent either working at her job or
studying for class. Per week,
this is at least a 40-hour work
week in addition to studying
21 hours per week. For some
students, this seems almost
impossible, but to Shanece,
she just considers this what
she has to do for herself and
her son.
Her path was most definitely not straight, though
she tried to make that general
path work for her. The stigma
that students have to go for
their degree right after high
school stuck to her and she
tried college for a semester. “I

JULIA WALTERS/SNAPPER
Shanece Bowman works full-time at Wellspan
PhilHaven while also taking mainly online classes at
Millersville. She went back to school to complete her
dream of graduating college, as well as to create a better life for her son.
graduated in 2007 and went
to Bloomsburg right after
high school. I wasn’t ready, I
don’t think. The pressure of
going straight to a four-year
school kind of got to me, so I
came home.”
Though this isn’t talked about much, this mirrors
many students’ initial college experience. The transition of going to college right
after graduation can be riddled with rough patches and
bumps that can completely
derail students from their
goals.
Shanece, like many others, took a break from school
before going to HACC for an
Associate Human Services

degree. After this, she went
back to school again, this
time to West Chester University. “I loved it...I went there
for a year to finish my bachelor’s degree.” Then, more
setbacks: “My mom ended up
getting sick so I came home.
I didn’t give up on my degree
because I always wanted it,
but I focused more on working, so I got my CNA... Then I
did end up getting pregnant.”
Shanece knew that she wanted to keep progressing in a career path so she tried nursing
school; however, this proved
to be difficult to keep up with
as well.
“I tried nursing school,
but it was so hard and didn’t

er college students, Shanece
feels detached and isolated.
“I still do feel disconnected.
I would love to be more involved but I just don’t have
the time.”
Despite feeling cut off
from some aspects of college
life, Shanece is still able to
find connections with others going through the same
path as her. Not only is the
program helping her stay on
track to gradate, but the camaraderie between the students
in the program also provides
a kind of unified support system. “It’s like a team, we just
progress together. It seems to
be a long journey for all of us.
We all want to finish so bad
and we just get it.”
While Shanece has some
great support systems emotionally, finances are a different story. Shanece handles
every bill herself. “It’s just
me; I’m a single mom. I’m not
on any kind of programs that
help me out. I’ve asked for tu-

“There’s so much stigma and so
much pressure with ‘right after
high school, go straight to university, get your 4-year degree.’ Life
doesn’t always work out as society
wants it to. Some plans just aren’t
for you.”
- Shanece Bowman
While this program is
extremely helpful and flexible, being a single mother
with a full-time job on top of
completing her education is
not without its obvious drawbacks. When asked about
marginalization between her
and the traditionally young-

ition assistance programs or
single mom programs, but I
got dropped from everything
because I handed in my pay
stubs and they were like ‘No,
[you’re] $20 over the limit.’”
Sometimes, it’s a wonder
how she gets through week
after week, but she just tries

to make ends meet. “I’m very
organized. I’m not much of a
budgeter but I do try to put
whatever is priority first. I’m
always struggling with what
to do and I’m somebody who
doesn’t like to leave things
undone.”
Trying to balance her
life, her education, and her
finances proves to be quite
the challenge but, for Shanece, she just looks at it from
a practical standpoint and
keeps pushing through to
the next challenges: “I’m not
super religious but somehow, some way, I always get
through to the next month.”
Though there have been
many times where Shanece
stopped and started up degree programs, this time will
be the one that lasts and gets
her to her goal. Especially
when she was at West Chester, she was only a year away
from graduating but the focus on her degree fizzled
out. “There’s been so many
times I started and never finished that this time it’s like
‘You have to finish, you have
to push through it.’ When I
don’t feel like logging in or
I think ‘Oh, I could skip that
quiz’ because my GPA is really good too. But I don’t want
to jeopardize that by sacrificing an assignment or two.”
The pressure for high
schoolers to go straight to
college after graduating high
school is immense. The truth
is, even though society makes
students believe that this is
the only direction, that simply does not work for everyone, and that’s okay.
The path in life isn’t always straight. It has sharp
curves, bumps, and rough
patches that are difficult to
navigate. Recognizing that
your path is not always going to be ideal is just part of

Continue reading
on the next page
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One year too many?
The encouraging perspective of a fifth-year senior
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The troubles of being a
part-time student
NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor
The part time student is
one that goes to school, as
the name suggests, part time.
Students like these are usually part time due to a couple
factors.
One of those factors
could be cost. College is expensive and sometimes a
student can only afford a
couple classes a semester. At
Millersville’s current tuition
rates, attending a semester
at Millersville costs approximately $12,000. This is with
a 12-credit schedule as well
as being a Pennsylvania resident. Financial aid is also an
issue that part time students
must face. When going part
time, a student receives less
financial aid. That might be
a burden to a part time student. Paying out of pocket
for college can be expensive
at times.
Another one could be
commitment to a job. This
could be full-time or part
time jobs. Part time students

might have an easier time
if they only go half time instead of full time. It is hard to
balance work and school and
going full-time while having
a full-time or part-time job
could be difficult for the student. Going full-time and
having a full time job would
run most people ragged.
There may be other issues that a part time student
might face that limits the
amount of time they can be
on campus. They could be a
parent going back to school
to get a better education to
supply for their families.
They may be a non-traditional student or be an older student.
Juggling around school,
home life, and work could be
stressful to those who do it.
The option to go part time is a
good one for them. School is
a huge investment for people
and to be able to commit to it
is admirable. A student could
have ten or more issues they
have to deal with and having
to go to school on top of that
states that their character is
one of resilience.

Consider that most part
time students might also
be commuters. There is the
stress of getting to school
and finding a parking spot.
There are a couple that are
lucky and live close enough
to walk, but that is not always the case
Colleges seem to have
parking issues in general and
Millersville is no exception
to that standard. It is hard to
imagine having to tell a professor you could not come
to class because of a lack
of parking. This might be a
thing that part time students
have to deal with if they are
commuters.
It is needless to say that
part time students may have
a rougher time than fulltime students that are only
in school and nothing else.
Everything that a part time
student might be dealing
with could be overwhelming
at times. Part time students
are a part of the University
just like full-time students
and there are a lot of things
that Millersville students can
learn from each other.
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MICKAYLA MILLER
Editor-In-Chief

Let’s face it: hardly anyone likes being a
fifth-year senior. You watched last May as all
of your friends walked across the stage, accepting their diplomas with doe eyes, not worrying about the future ahead of them. And yet,
here you are, at Millersville, completing your
fifth year.
Did you switch your major after becoming
disenchanted with it after two classes? Were
you red-shirted your freshman year, but still
wanted to compete in sports for the full four
years? Could you not afford to attend, and
would often scrounge up small change just to
pay for tuition?
Regardless of the reason, I want to let you
know it’s okay. I’m in the same boat, and you
are not alone.
I am a first-generation college student in
my family, having grown up with a supportive pair of parents who told me I could do
anything I put my mind to. Imagine the disconnect when I found out that meant that I
wouldn’t be graduating on time. Here I am, in
yet another year of debt with a sudden change
of heart on my future profession (again).
I’ve been putting myself through college;
paying the odds and ends of my tuition bill
when I wasn’t given enough money in loans,
nor when the money I got from several scholarships (for which I am very thankful) just
didn’t cover it. Pair that with the ineffective
way that the Registrar’s office has handled my
situation -- no offer for a payment plan, snide
comments when given extensions to pay my
bill, flat out refusal to spend more than 5 minutes with me -- and you have a slightly resentful Mickayla.
If your reason for being a fifth-year se-
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nior is financial, like me, find solace in the fact
that a majority of fifth-year students are in the
exact same boat, according to a lifestyle/learning website called ThoughtCo. Once again, you
are not alone.
But when you think about all of the negatives that led you to be here at Millersville
another year, you end up wallowing so much
that you forget about the good opportunities
that can come from being a fifth-year senior.
You have another year of internships, resources at the tip of your finger and clubs to be part
of. You have a fifth try at making this year one
of the most unforgettable years of your life.
When you graduate (and, I know it doesn’t
feel like you will, but you WILL graduate),
you’ll have one more year of experience than
other people who are entering the job field.
This will give you a leg up in the professional
world, and you’ll have more expertise to offer
to your potential employer.
Also, you have one more year to find
yourself; you can use this time for self exploration. Ask out that cute guy, gal or nonbinary
pal. Spend all night researching in the library.
Take that Myers-Briggs personality test for the
fifteenth time. Join the Sign Language Club.
Volunteer your time for the Campus Cupboard
or Meals on Wheels. Apply for that internship
that you’re underqualified for.
This is your last year of being an undergraduate. While it feels like you’ve been an
undergraduate for your entire life, just know
that the time will pass, and soon you’ll be up
on stage, doe-eyed and ready to take on the
world. But until then, know it’s okay to be in
this spot- just make the most out of it.
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Continued from the
previous page
JULIA WALTERS/SNAPPER
(Right) Even though Shanece took time off school,
she never gave up on
her dream of graduating
college. She plans to go
into social work after she
graduates.

There is no normal in college
JASON HERTZ
Multimedia Coordinator
Millersville
University
provides enrollment statistics every year in the form
of an institutional research
fact book. These statistics are
publicly available and easy to
access. Millersville students,
however, represent much
more than statistics on an Excel spreadsheet. As we consider minority experiences
in this issue let us ask, “who
are minorities and what does
that mean?” Let the numbers
show that there is no such
thing as normal.
The concept of normal
behavior seems to stem from
the classic cliché: when in
Rome, do as the Romans do.
Social interactions require
a set system of rules and expectations to function daily.
Following these rules makes
one a team player and more
likely to be accepted by the
group, and grants access to
the rewards that membership grants, but this normalcy only exists on paper.
In reality, society has more
than one faction and individual factions have their own
codes, systems, and rulesets
in place. People tend to act
on tribal instincts. This is not
objectively a bad thing, basic
instincts kept cavemen alive
and the lone wolf dies where
the pack survives. If three
people gather in a room, two
factions spring forth naturally; but in a society of factions
which one becomes the dominant authority that defines
normal behavior?
Using Millersville University as an example, the numbers show that on average

half of all freshmen entering
Millersville scored between
500 and 600 on both the literacy and math sections of
the SATs. That homogenizing
figure is supported by the
number of freshmen who
ended high school in the top
half of their graduating class
at 65 percent. 80 percent of
Millersville freshmen live
in the dormitories, and zero
percent of freshmen are over
the age of 25, this year. The
statistics show that most Millersville freshmen enter the
school with similar experience levels and situations. So,
are most freshmen what we
would call normal?

an additional 1,351 freshmen
have joined them this year.
That is a lot of normalcy to
work out of so many distinct
groups. So, who decides what
shared behavior is normal?
Normal is often defined
in terms of behavior, feelings,
or ways of thinking. All the
categories and language of
normalcy used to define it coincidentally describe mental
health as well. Psychologists
argue that person’s connection to society, or lack thereof, can often influence mental health. This means that
‘normal status’ is often mistaken for good mental health.
Normal means many things

“The vast variety of group
choices available on day
one of university existence
means that there is no
shared experience.”
According to the Institutional Effectiveness and
Accountability department,
who published the above
figures, as of the 2017 Fall
semester Millersville University had 26 academic departments across 5 colleges,
6 on-campus dormitories,
and over 150 extra-curricular organizations to choose
from. The campus was home
to over 7,700 students, and

to many different people but,
as author and psychotherapist Eric Maisel, Ph.D. put it,
“The matter of what is normal can’t be and must not
be a mere statistical nicety.”
Dr. Maisel has written over
fifty books on the connection
between defining normal behavior and mental health. In
a 2011 article for Psychology
Today he argues that, “If you
leap from ‘I am distressed’ to

‘I am unhealthy’ you are leaping into the arms of the medical model, a place you do not
want to plunge for no good
reason.” Dr. Maisel thinks the
definition of normalcy should
stem from social comparison,
not medical status.
Roughly half of all freshmen share similar levels of
academic achievement and
socioeconomic status. If we
consider that the other half
of that population do not
share equal status to each
other, then those similarly
“traditional” freshmen are
the majority. Except, even
that majority appear increasingly, individually unique
with each new category of
consideration. Two freshmen
may live in the dorms, have
a meal plan, and be 19 years
of age; but one might have
enrolled as a Biology major
and the other in a Music program. Those same two freshmen might be in the same
major but not the same club,
or sport, or social group. The
vast variety of group choices available on day one of
university existence means
that there is no shared experience. After fifty years of
study and fifty books about
normalcy Dr. Maisel still asks
his field, “If ‘normal’ mustn’t
be ‘what we see the most of’
or ‘the absence of significant
distress,’ how else might it
be conceptualized or construed?”
The answer is that either no one knows, or there
is no such thing as “normal.”
All current student statistics
can be found in the Millersville University Institutional
Research Fact Book at http://
www.millersville.edu/iea/ir

the journey everyone is
going through. Finding what
works for you, despite best
intentions to stay on a particular pathway, is a complicated
part of life. “There’s so much
stigma and so much pressure
with ‘right after high school,
go straight to university, get
your 4-year degree.’ Life
doesn’t always work out as society wants it to. Some plans
just aren’t for you.”
Shanece wants to make it
known that just because you
are an older, nontraditional
student, that doesn’t mean
you’re a failure or you never
succeeded at your education.
As long as you never give up
on your goals, it doesn’t matter when you get to them.
“That plan obviously didn’t
work for me. I had things that
happened that prevented me
from completing my degree.”
What we plan in our
heads versus what happens in
reality, usually never ends up
matching exactly. Life always
has this tendency of getting
in the way of our sometimes
rigidly thought out plans. “I’m
30, I have a four-year-old son,
and I’m a single mom. Did
I picture my life would be
like this? No, but that doesn’t
mean that you’re not successful or you’re a failure. It
doesn’t matter how long it
takes you to complete it, just
as long as you never give up
on completing it.”
The trials and tribulations
that Shanece has experienced
while in the process of getting
her degree are nothing compared to the excitement she
feels about finally finishing it.
When talking about that light
at the end of the tunnel, her

face lights up and it is clear
that nothing will stand in the
way of her and this degree
that she has worked so tirelessly for. “I have been trying
to get this degree since 2007.
It has been so challenging and
the only thing I ever wanted
to do was be a social worker,
so I am very excited.”
One thing Shanece makes
sure she doesn’t do is let
herself fall victim to her circumstances. “There’s a lot of
self-pressure; I don’t like to
see a C, I don’t even like to
see B’s. I know that I’m capable of doing more that I’m not
going to allow my situation to
have my grades failing.” That
confidence that she is capable
of, not just passing but going
above and beyond, is what
drives her forward in her educational goals. “Either you’re
going to do it and do it well
or don’t do it at all. It’ll make
me proud and make my son
proud. I don’t want to think ‘I
finished, but barely.’”
Certainly,
Shanece
is
a voice for nontraditional
students. The strength and
ambition she radiates come
through with vivid colors.
She is an ideal representation
of the fact that college students are not all on the same
straight and narrow paths.
Pursuing your education is
not a ‘one size fits all’ concept. Anyone can go for their
degree as long as they keep
themselves goal-oriented and
focused. Education is a beautiful thing that is meant for
everyone, not just a marginal
few who are fresh out of high
school. Shanece is also the
depiction of what hard work
and drive looks like.
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The Ford Focus and the Chevy Cruze are both cars that are relatively inexpensive. They may be cars that college students use to get to Millersville.

Commuters made Millersville their home as well
SIMREN SHAH
Associate Features Editor

A huge part of the college experience is life
on campus. Many students meet their first
friends in their residence halls or suites. However, not everyone lives on campus. How does
commuting alter the college experience?
Most commuters have jobs. Unless their
parents/guardians reside close to the school,
they have an apartment by themselves or with
friends. Working while attending college is a
challenge because college courses require extensive amounts of time, and the syllabus is
identical for both commuters and resident students. Essentially, some students work harder
for the same education. When commuting students are not at their jobs or doing school work,
they are choosing between sleep/personal time
and socialization.
Socializing is a challenge unless a student is
part of a club, and even then, they are left out.
Having to drive to and from the campus area
for events and parties can be a hassle. A lot of
college life happens outside of class, but getting
to know people who are around each other all
the time is difficult.
Resident students wonder why commuting
students have chosen to take on college in a

different way. Commuters are outcasts who
are sometimes made to feel like they don’t
even go here. At the same time, commuters
have more personal space than residents. They
can choose when they want to see their fellow
Marauders. Having a car is beneficial because
they aren’t constantly stuck on campus. However, there are steps that can be taken to better
include commuters.
Invite them. Invite them to parties, sporting
events, clubs, and just to hangout. Befriend
them. A lot of commuters are great people who
just can’t afford to live on campus because of
financial aid reasons. Include them. Commuters are students too and they want to get a lot
of the same things out of college that residents
do.
They shouldn’t be shut out from campus life.
Many of them would love to be more involved
and would live on campus if it were an option
or made sense for them.
There are some people who don’t like to be
in close quarters with others all the time and
that’s okay. There is nothing wrong with them.
Some people require space because of mental
health reasons or because they’re just introverted. There are also people whose parents
live so close to Millersville that moving on
campus would be a waste of money. Commuting students live within various distances of

the college which renders each student’s situation unique.
Students who live within walking distance
from campus can feel isolated, so having to
drive to campus can further prevent students
from getting involved. Having to drive or take
the bus to clubs, sports, and social gatherings
can deter students from going out at all and
can impact whether residents invite commuters at all. No college experience is identical,
and commuters wouldn’t be missing out if they
were invited to be involved more. There is an
additional independence and accountability
that comes with being a commuter. Having to
drive to class can make being on time more
difficult. So, what does Millersville do to help
commuters feel more at home?
Commuters don’t require a move-in day, but
they do have an orientation day specifically
for them. It’s a mandatory program that costs
$264. The program for residents requires a fee
of $335. The commuter orientation is cheaper
and different material is covered at each orientation, however, separating commuters and
residents may be a negative decision backed by
good intentions.
Commuters and residents receive the opportunity to meet other students who share the
same situation as them, but this discourages
them from getting to know people in different

situations. By segregating orientation, students
are taught that they automatically belong to a
certain group. For commuters, the group that
harbors the most on-campus life is not one that
they are not associated with. It would be more
effective to mix the students at orientation and
cover all the information that they both need
seeing as a lot of it is similar except for living
arrangements.
Commuters may purchase meal plans or pay
for meals and drinks in cash which is amazing.
Philadelphia House includes a kitchen, locker
room, and study space to accommodate commuters which is also thoughtful. The library
and Student Memorial Center are open to all
students.
Ideally, Millersville should feel like home to
all students, but for commuters that’s not the
reality although the administration has resources in place.
All Marauders share the same passion for
learning and are a part of a community. For
commuting students, it might not always feel
like they are truly involved.
More awareness needs to be spread to guarantee commuting students the best college experience possible. Students themselves should
be more inclusive. Commuters are as important to Millersville as residents and should be
treated as such.

A journey of questions and Answers

Dr. Neuville began his journey by questioning why, and he eventually found answers here at Millersville.
ALEX BERSHTEIN
Staff Writer
Dr. Thomas Neuville is the Faculty Adviser for Integrated
Studies, Disabilities Studies Advisor, and professorial educator at Millersville University.
He runs many programs to combat the stigma and segregation that inflict people with disabilities. He does this
through the sophomore block course Applied Foundations of
Contemporary Special Education for Special Education/Early
Education, the Disability Film Festival, but most directly with
Integrated Studies, where people who in the past would never
have gained a credible diploma, get a skillset and certification.
The influence for Integrated studies began for Dr. Neuville because of his constant questioning throughout his life.
He wondered why certain people around him were not getting
jobs and having lives.
His first recollection was when he was in elementary
school and one of his friends, who he believes now had a learning disability of some sort, always was estranged from everyone else. They were great friends, but whereas Dr. Thomas
Neuville was allowed to go to high school his friend never was
allowed to come with.
Again and again he encountered more people throughout
his life who were not being allowed to have one of their own.
He started investing his career in trying to help them out, and
went through many job transitions in that pursuit. He was
helping people getting out of institutions, mostly in Colorado,
with the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, being transporta-

tion therapist, the owner of a group home, and so on.
Yet, he always noticed that these supplementary methods
were not changing all that much, the people he was trying
to help get jobs and have a life of their own only kept going
through cycles of hiring and firing and ending back at the
group homes he ran.
He continued in efforts and along the way built many
relationships with the people he worked with, from skiing to
just hanging out in bars. He knew these people could have
lives, but they were still heavily ostracized A revelation came
to him when he came across the work of Dr. Wolf Wolfensberger, Social Role Valorization.
This concept explained why devalued groups were separated from the rest of society and how to give supports to reverse those circumstances or preventing them from happening in fir place. Thereafter, Dr. Neuville came up with idea
to start an integration program at university, because as he
explained, “A University is a petri dish of a community.” Universities are a microsm of larger society.
He and some others, including Jan Bechtal the current Director of Integrated Studies, gave the proposal for Integrated
Studies, originally called Career and Life Studies to the departments future disapproval, and began the program.
The department would give student with intellectual or
learning disabilities an education and a portfolio that designate all their skills and education.
Dr. Neuvile commented about how the goal of the Integrated was to give job skills to these students and when it

PHOTO COURTESY OF MIILLERSVILLE UNIVERSITY
came to purpose of the certification he stated, “I said we would
not give out a certificate if it wasn’t meaningful, it was backed
by a credential from governmental or accredited body.” In essence, the portfolio mirrored that of the bachelor’s degree all
Millersville students hope to graduate with.
Moreover, a historic ceremony took place, and as of
Tuesday students graduating from Integrated Studies no longer receive portfolios, but authentic certificates signed by the
president of Millersville University himself. The last students
that graduated from Integrated Studies returned to receive
their college, and set a precedent.
Looking towards the future, Dr. Neuville hopes to take the
Integrated Studies program beyond Millersville and to more
national level.
If you were to ask him about the significance of what the
university has done with Integrated Studies he would say,
“Because there are 16 people this semester who are attending Millersville University, who, when I started college, would
have been living in an institution. That’s significant.”
Integration and inclusion is a major initiative of Millersville University, and is becoming part of the policy of campus,
and hopefully one that may start blooming beyond the college
campus.
Dr. Neuville plans to make this clear, whether it be with
Integrated Student or to the many teacher candidates that
come to his classes, as well as through the Disability Film Festival. After all, as Dr. Neuville has stated, “A University is a
petri dish of a community.”
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First Generation
students share
their stories
KAT VASQUEZ
Associate Sports Editor

Going to college after high school is one of
the most exciting and stressful times in an
adolescent’s life. For them, it’s starting a new
chapter; however, there is a ton of pressure
that they never thought would be possible.
There’s hundreds of thousands of universities that they could choose and apply for
which makes it even harder to decide what’s
best for them and their future.
What is even more nerve-wracking
is becoming the first generation in your family to ever go to college. This essentially means
that their parents went straight to work full
time after high school and never got a chance
to experience a university.
First-generation students don’t typically
have their voices heard because oftentimes
other college students have family members
that have already gone to college, which may
intimidate and overpower the first generation students.
These three students present their often unheard thoughts on how it feels to be the first
generation in their families to ever achieve
something as big as a college degree. These
stories reveal a raw and unfiltered life that
no one can take away from.
Thomas Sciscento and Austin Moore, both
juniors, have two things in common: they’re
both best friends and they’re both first-generation students.
“I went to Millersville University because
I heard that it was the most highly regarded
university in the northeast. Plus it was close
from home. Coming from parents that never
got a chance to go to college, I wanted to make
them proud and achieve something better for
my future that my parents never could for
themselves,” says Sciscento, a history major.
Austin Moore, a computer science major,
said he had a simple upbringing. His parents
worked full time, yet still struggled to earn a
steady income without college degrees. “Stability was something that would come and go
so quick. We lived a lifestyle where it was a
good week when we didn’t receive a notice
on a late bills or something. I learned to stay
sane in a state of crisis,” Moore stated.
“I wanted to go [to college] not only because
it is the most straightforward thing to do in
my opinion, I wanted stability for my future.
To work for a college degree means working
for financial freedom and stable salary that
my parents have always wanted.”
Heather Wivell is a unique student at Millersville University. She graduated from Ephrata High School in 2010 and, unlike her other classmates, did not go straight to college
after.
“I was very involved with art in high school.
I love and live for art. It was there for me
when times were tough at home. My parents
fought a lot when I was in high school so art
was my emotional escape. I wanted to purse
my skills into something more in my future,
but of course my parents didn't see that. They

saw art as nothing more than a hobby and
won’t help pay the bills. My parents never
went to college and saw college as a waste of
time,” Wivell explained.
She kept these thoughts in the back of
her head for years while working part time
at seven different types of jobs after high
school. Her positions included waitress, sales
associate, babysitter, and dental receptionist.
For eight years, Heather said she felt unhappy, as if something was missing from her
life. What inspired her to go to college was a
patient who came into the dental office that
Wivell was working at.
“I was just doodling a sketch on my notebook while she came in. While I was checking
her in, she noticed my notebook. She enjoyed
it and asked if I was an art student/graphic
designer. I stated that I was too old to be a student since I’m four years away from becoming a 30 year old. She said that you're never
too old to achieve their goals and dreams.
Hell, Oprah was 32 when she became famous
that could be you with skills like that. And
that stuck with me when I applied to Millersville to major in graphic design.”
“It feels like I’m an 80 year old woman going to preschool. But over time, I got adjusted
to it and everyone is so sweet and helpful
here at Millersville.”
Wivell lives with her parents and commutes from home. She explains that it is
cheaper to go that route than to find an apartment in campus.
“My parents are finally happy with me going to college, which surprised me because
they stated how it was a waste of time. They
joked and said how they were honored for
me to be the first daughter in the family to
go to college. Which made me tear up. I am
finally at peace with myself on accomplishing
my long life dream to become an artist.”

“I am
finally at peace
with myself on
accomplishing my long life
dream to become
an artist.”
- Heather
Wivell

STUDENT
TEACHERS FACE
FILLED
SCHEDULES AND
FOMO
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY
While education students find their experiences rewarding, they also find
themselves cut off from many college experiences.
KAYLEE REX
Managing Editor
Millersville’s known for having an excellent education program because the program holds the students to high standards.
Even as freshman, education students are
required to get experience in real classrooms. Freshman start with field placement
for a couple weeks of their semester. As
education students become upperclassmen,
the time they are required to spend in the
classroom increases. During one of the final
semesters of an education student’s college
career, they spend the whole semester student teaching.
Senior special education and early childhood major, Jess Crilley, teaches second
grade three days out of the week and attends
classes on the other two. On mornings when
she’s teaching, she wakes up every morning around 6 a.m. to get to her placement
on time. “It’s a lot of time management,”
Crilley says. Student teachers aren’t allowed
to spend time on any other work they have
while at their placements. Crilley tries to
make every minute outside of student teaching count by completing homework for other
classes, working, or volunteering as an officer for Millersville’s chapter of Pennsylvania
State Education Association.
Student teachers are often forced to fit
a bunch of other commitments into their
schedule on top of their placements. Crilley
sometimes feels overwhelmed because it
feels like she is a full-time student and a professional teacher at the same time.
Student teachers often find themselves
feeling isolated the campus community.
Some students are placed at schools as far as
forty minutes away from campus. Feelings
of FOMO, or the fear of missing out, wash
over student teachers when they are miles
away teaching while their friends attend
events on campus or hang out in the SMC.
“I believe that student teaching makes students feel like they are less involved on campus,” says John Tintera, a senior early childhood education major. Millersville holds
a variety of events during common hour,

while student teachers are away at their
placements. Tintera feels as though he can’t
connect with other college students as often
as he used to.
Crilley, much like Tintera, she misses feeling like a student on campus. She doesn’t
get to attend common hour events with her
friends as often. She misses having breaks in
between classes where she could unwind or
complete some homework in the library.
Another issue student teachers have to
deal with is finding time to work on top of
their field experience, since it’s unpaid.
Education majors who student teach often
struggle to find jobs that can work with their
crazy schedules. According to Millersville’s
student teaching guide, students are urged
to reduce and/or eliminate their involvement in campus activities and outside employment. Most students aren’t at liberty to
solely focus on their student teaching. Many
have rent, tuition, loans, and other expenses
they need to pay.
Tintera is the president of the Student
Government Association; his position is also
known as the student body president, which
is a huge time commitment. He has meetings
nearly every day of the week that he must
schedule around his classes and student
teaching. The only times he’s able to work
are at night and on long weekends.
Crilley also struggles to fit working into
her schedule. Currently, she works three
separate jobs and is in the process of completing an internship. One day a week she
works at a daycare, because she is still expected to be getting experience in her field
outside of student teaching. She does set-ups
in the SMC because it offers flexible hours
and also supervises the late night study
hours at the library from 11:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Crilley admits she has a weird work schedule but she is doing her best to fit everything
she needs into her schedule.
Although both Crilley and Tintera admit
to feeling overwhelmed at times, they both
agree that student teaching has taught them
more than their classes. Being able to tangibly interact with students in a classroom setting is a vital step in becoming strong teachers and resources for our future generations.

Invisible Illness
KELLIE KEENER
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUSTIN MOORE
Not all students at Millersville follow the same path, and these first generation students prove you don’t have to be traditional to achieve. Austin Moore
is paving his way through working to secure a future of financial freedom and
stability.

By the time I walk from my
car parked behind the SMC
to my first class in Wickersham, my legs feel like they
are on fire. Once I make it to
class I practically fall into my
seat in relief.
I have an invisible
illness.
Specifically I have
Hashimoto’s Thyroiditis and
Secondary Fibromyalgia. I
was diagnosed a few months
ago after two years of what
felt like never-ending doctor’s visits and tests. Unfortunately getting a diagnosis
is not the end of the journey.
I am still learning what these
diagnoses mean and how to
live with them; especially
during college.
Some days it feels next to
impossible to get out of bed
and go to class. Not because

I do not want to go, though
I definitely have days where
I just do not feel like going,
but because I have so much
pain just sitting up feels like
too much effort. If I can drag
myself up and out of bed,
just going through the normal motions of getting ready
for the day, packing a lunch,
taking a shower, getting
dressed, wipes me out.
Once I get all these things
done I still have a busy day
with classes, work, and extracurricular
activities.
By the end of the day I am
ready to just crawl into bed
and sleep for a day, but first
I need to make dinner, do
some homework, and do
whatever chores need to
happen. Sometimes I cannot
get everything done unless I
take a nap first.
Having an invisible illness feels isolating at times

because I cannot always
handle the same activities a
typical student can. I have
not been able to take a fulltime class load for the past
three semesters. I have had
to cancel plans last minute
because I am in too fatigued
to do more than just wake up
and get dressed.
People do not always understand.
I have had people suggest trying yoga, essential
oils, sleeping more, drinking more water, giving up
gluten, give up sugar/carbs/
caffeine. I have heard all the
suggestions. I understand
their intentions are good but
I do not want suggestions
unless you are my doctor. I
am doing everything I can to
lessen the effects of my illness and to live the best life
I can despite it.
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BANNED: MU fights silencing authors
MICKAYLA MILLER
Editor-In-Chief

Year after year, books are
contested for one reason or
another. Works of literature,
such as the “Harry Potter” series, “To Kill a Mockingbird”
and “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” have been kept out
of school libraries for years,
and chances are, book banning will continue long after
today.
Kimberly Auger, a research librarian at Millersville, said she believes that
books are banned because
people are afraid of what
messages may lie in the text.
“A lot of it has to do with
parents not wanting children
exposed to something,” Auger said. “It comes out of a
place of fear, and not out of
a place of learning. As politics change, as life changes,
there will always be someone
who is fearful, who will want
someone else’s views to not be
seen.”
The fear of the unknown,
as well as the worldwide
banning of literature, has inspired a movement within the
literary community: Banned

Books Week. The first Banned
Books Week at Millersville
was first celebrated three
years ago, and has been embraced ever since. This year’s
celebration runs from Sept. 24
to 28.
Nationally, Banned Books
Week started in 1982 after
a multitude of novels were
banned from public libraries.
First Amendment activist Judith Krug was one of the first
to start this movement, working with the Association of
American Publishers to publish the list of all of the books
which have been banned
across the United States.
And this week, Millersville celebrates Judith and her
endeavors, by putting forth
Banned Books week on campus. This week featured a lot
of activities, ranging from button making to read-alongs of
banned books. Auger stressed
that Banned Books week
serves as an awareness campaign, and that people should
attempt to be more alert and
in tune with the state of literature and censorship.

Courageous
Conversations

“We just want to make
people aware that there are
challenges across the nation
to books,” Auger said. From a
librarian’s standpoint, these
challenges can be frustrating.
“No matter what, it’s your
choice as to what you want
to read, and it’s unfair to put
your ideals and your views on
me as much as it would be unfair for me to put it on you,”
Auger said. “So, it’s not my job
to censor what you read.”
Auger continued, “It’s my
job to make available as much
out there as possible to make
you well rounded, even if it’s
something you don’t agree
on. Sometimes it’s there so
that you can read it and understand what someone else
is thinking on a topic, and it
can give you information
that you can create the dialogue.”
Many
contested
books fall into categories that are essentially labelled

as “unsuitable for the age
group.” So, middle schools
and high schools are banning
certain books from being in
its libraries, because they
don’t feel that the content
matches what the students
should be reading about. Depending on the area, this can
include, but is not limited to,
sexual content, LGBT content,
drugs, alcohol, etc.
Auger encourages stu-

PHOTO COURTESY OF MILLERSVILLE UNIVERSITY
dents to go out and read stories, even if they may not
align with what they personally believe. She said that students have a lot to learn from
reading, whether it’s so they
can identify with a person in
literature, or they know someone who identifies with a certain character in literature.
“It gives us a good opportunity to be human and
have a greater understanding and appreciation, that everybody
has a different life
that they’re living,”
Auger said. “And it
may not be the life
that I choose to live,
but it allows me to
accept people for
what
they
are,
and
when they
are, and be
there for them
when they need

me there.”
Auger also mentioned
that some of the challenged
books, such as “Mein Kampf,”
were important to read, even
if they don’t align with her
ideals. “Books like that are important so you keep yourself
constantly informed, so when
you see these signs down the
road, you can stand up for it
like you would in your personal life.
Some of Auger’s favorite
banned books are the “Harry
Potter” series, “To Kill a Mockingbird” and “The Great Gatsby. She said she is an especially big Harry Potter fan, as
she can use the values taught
in the books to reinforce the
values in which she is teaching her kids.
- This article was originally published on Sept. 28, 2017.

JULIA WALTERS
Associate News Editor

The topics of race and
sexual identity may seem
like separate issues, but in
the most recent Courageous
Conversations event put on
by the Intercultural Center
for Student Engagement and
the Social Work’s Learning
Institute, they are very much
intertwined.
The event started with
students sitting in a large
circle to stimulate inclusive
discussion. In this space,
the leaders of the discussion from the Intercultural
Center made it clear that all
perspectives and values were
respected, that it was a no

“It’s about educating people
and coming out whether
you’re passionate about a
topic or don’t know much
about it. It’s just all about
bringing people together.”
The support and reception
for these types of discussions
has been extremely positive
for the Intercultural Center
so far. “As long as people are
going to come out and support and engage, we’re doing
pretty good.”
A wide range of topics
covered included the idea
that racism is not only a problem for heterosexuals. Racism is prevalent in the LGBT+

THE NEW YORK TIMES
SUES THE FCC
LOU CROSSAN
Associate Arts and Culture Editor

JULIA WALTERS/SNAPPER
Students participate in the Courageous Conversations
discussion the Intercultural Center sponsored in the
South Village Great Room on Tuesday night.
judgement zone, and to only
ask meaningful and genuine
questions to further progress
the conversation.
Students were open and
engaged
throughout
the
entire discussion. Though
touching on some uncomfortable and awkward topics at
times, such as the ignorance
of certain offensive identity labels given to minority
groups, the discussion always
remained respectful and
open to judgement-free explanations.
Tara Cottman, a Social
Work Intern for the Intercultural Center believes that
these Courageous Conversations are a great unifier for
students as well as educating
them on important topics.

community as well. Often, it
exists and is explained as a
type of preference. For example, if someone justifies
not wanting to be in a relationship with an African
American because the race
is “not their preference,” this
is a form of structural racism
that is shaped by learned values over time, not an inherent inclination for or against
something. A statement like
this essentially means that
one is generalizing others
based on race alone, essentially dehumanizing an entire group of people.

Lately it seems as though
the Russians have infiltrated all
manner of American government. Whether their interference is unreliable information,
or if they are really influencing
American politics is under investigation. The current question is, did the Russians interfere with Net Neutrality? The
New York Times are suing the
FCC to determine just that.
As many may remember,
last fall the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced a plan to repeal Net
Neutrality. Chairman Ajit Pai
proposed to do away with this
principle that protects internet
users from having their internet usage controlled by Internet Service Providers (ISPs),
such as Verizon, Comcast, and
AT&T. This plan to remove the
public’s right to free and equal

internet was met with a massive response. Internet users
across the nation contacted
their congresspeople to voice
objections. It became a social
movement to “save the net.”
Although millions of people support Net Neutrality,
some are against it as well. In
the wake of the vote to repeal
Net Neutrality, it was discovered that over seven million
comments on the matter were
created by a fake email generator. Furthermore, millions of
comments supporting chairman Pai’s proposal to repeal
Net Neutrality were all filed
under the same name. This suspicious activity gained the attention of the New York Times.
Under the Freedom of Information Act, The Times had
on multiple occasions requested the FCC to disclose informa-

tion on the matter, but they
were met with uncooperation.
The FCC has claimed releasing the records would jeopardize security of the individuals
who posted, and FCC security
as well. Each refusal and explanation by the FCC was met
with adjustment by The Times.
Eventually, the only data being
requested were original IP addresses and timestamps, and
user headers and timestamps.
The FCC still refused to cooperate.
As a result, The Times is
now suing the FCC to discover
whether the Russians were involved with the Net Neutrality
movement in any way. The FCC
denies this, but the data they
are withholding could give a
clue to the truth.

Continue reading on
www.thesnapper.com
Have an eye for news? Contact the News Editor at news@thesnapper.com
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Mental illness is a hurdle that affects a good majority of the people of the world. What the difference is between people is how we react to mental illness. React with
compassion and understanding. Do not react with hate and a refusal to learn.

The stigma that will not break
NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor

There is a stigma against mental
health. Wherever the source of this
renewed stigma, it has begun to affect those who want to get help and
do not because it’s, “weird or only
crazy people need that.” Over 450
million of people in the world have
some type of mental disability. This
is according to the World Health Organization (WHO). There is enough
of us to tell those who oppress us that
enough in enough. I am not saying to
openly revolt, what I am saying is to
stand up for your rights. It does not
matter that you are disabled; what
really does matter is that you are
here and ready to contribute to the
world. Use the resources available

on campus. Use resources in your
hometowns. Break the stigma that
has arrived because people do not
care enough to take the time to understand you. You are a human being and you have undeniable rights,
regardless of you having a disability.
There are those in power that
feel that people with disabilities are
a burden. You can get clear evidence
of this by looking at the current President of the United States of America, Donald Trump.
The incident has been talked to
death about when Trump mocked
a reporter with a disability. What I
took from that instance was he did
not care. He does not care about
those with disabilities, in fact, he
see’s them as lower than him. His
administrations policy does not help

those with disabilities at all. At least
from what I have read and what I
have observed.
With this climate being the current standard, there have been instances of harassment and belittlement across the country towards
those with disabilities. Whether
they are physical or mental disabilities. This is unacceptable and needs
to stop.
The Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) was passed in 1990. One
would think that the country would
have evolved past name calling
since then, but that is not the case
at all. The use of the R-word and
other slurs have popped up since
the implement of the ADA. Even
the term autistic has become a slur.
Take some time to understand those

with disabilities. Do not look at them
like they are freaks or whatever
word you call them by. That person,
whomever it may be, is a good person and I want those people to know
that they are worth it.
Everyone is worth it if you think
about it. Everyone has something
unique and grand to offer the world.
The unacceptable reality is that
those gifts are squandered by an
atmosphere that makes those with
disabilities hate themselves. I have
felt this self-loathing myself and I
can say with utmost certainty that it
is one of the worst feelings you can
ever have.
I thought something was wrong
with me and that I needed fixed.
Autism is not something that needs
fixed, it is something that a person,

We’re saved! California passes Cruelty
Free Cosmetics Act

in this case me, has to learn to live
with. Never let your disability define
you. Your strong and you can and
will get through it.
All people have bad days and
that includes those with disabilities.
We might have a few more than average is all. I challenge anyone reading this to think for a second. Think
of how you could better the world
in how you interact with those who
have disabilities. Especially those on
Millersville University grounds. We
are a community and we have to
support each other and the only way
we can get through life is by supporting each other. Those who have
disabilities, remember, we are all
in this together. You are never truly
alone and there are people who care
about you.
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California may be the first
state to go cruelty-free and
ban animal-tested cosmetics.
The California state assembly
and senate passed bill 1249,
the California Cruelty-Free
Cosmetics Act. This bill not
only helps animals but also
pushes the brands that test on
animals such as MAC cosmetics to withdrawal from doing
so, but also makes it illegal to
sell products that contain ingredients that are frequently
used on animals during testing. The range of products
can be anything from makeup
to deodorant and even shampoos. A 5,000 dollar fine will
also be in place if a company
is found selling these products and every day that there

is still a violation will add
another 1,000 dollars. Which
will also help deter companies from selling the products
illegally. In the U.S. the FDA
does not require products to
be tested on animals but they
leave it open for the manufactures to apply whatever
safety checks they need, even
though in 2018 animal testing
is unnecessary. Toxicology
test are so advance now that
animal testing isn’t needed
anymore but companies still
choose to do so.
This bill will hopefully be
signed by the governor Jerry
Brown and in effect by January 1, 2020.
Nearly 40 countries
around the world have
banned animal testing such
as India, Israel, and New
Zealand. If the bill is passed
with hope other states follow

in California’s footsteps and
continue to fight animal cruelty one state at a time. Maybe
California will help the U.S.
become the next country to
completely ban animal testing.
Animal testing is cruel,
unethical and we should want
to stop it or at least try to prevent it instead of supporting
brands that test on these poor
animals.
Animals are some of
the most innocent creatures
on earth and cannot defend
themselves, they only have
people to speak up for them.
More than 200,000 animals
are killed yearly in the U.S.
due to cosmetic testing.
Most of the animals tested on are common household
pets such as dogs, cats, bunnies, and other small mammals, they are kept in cruel

conditions and tested daily.
These tests can leave the animals with severe burns, rashes or even cause them to die.
Which is the saddest part of
all.
As a makeup lover and
animal lover, I always try to
stay away from companies
that I know test on animals.
Sometimes it can be hard because so many companies still
test on animals which is crazy
because it is 2018.
Today there are so many
companies now that are completely vegan or cruelty-free
and also donate money to
stop animal testing/cruelty
such as Lush.
With Luck by 2020 California will be the first state to
push the ban on to the rest of
the U.S. to eliminate animal
testing altogether and protect
animal rights.
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not reflect the views of the
publication as a whole.
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With the passing of this law, bunnies, like the one pictured above can rest at ease.
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Letters to the Editor

The Snapper welcomes
letters to the editor submitted by students, faculty,
staff, alumni and community
members.
Letters
should
be
exclusive to The Snapper.
We do not publish open letters or third-party letters.
Letters should preferably be 150 to 175 words,
should refer to an article
that has appeared in the
Snapper, and must include
the writer’s address and
phone numbers.
The Snapper reserves
the right to approve, edit or
reject any submissions.

Word of the Week:
Underrepresented
Make as many words out of this word and tweet us at
@TheSnapperMu.
Most correct answers gets a mention next week.
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Hate revolves around the world, is there anything we can do?
NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor
Here we are again. Another mass shooting has hits
the country. The shooting happened in Maryland following
two others the day prior. I am
not going to write about gun
control and I am not going to
write about the mental health
issues that surround these
three shootings. I am going to
ask a question. Are we done
yet? When are we going to be
finished killing each other for,
frankly, stupid things.
There is no reason to kill
another human being. There
is not a single benefit to killing just for the sake of killing.
I do not care about retaliation,
a sense of religious justice,
regular justice, or just because
they felt like it. None of these
are viable reasons for someone to kill another person. I
know that readers might say
that people have a right to defend themselves, and in the
current political environment
around the world, I agree. Humans have a right to defend
themselves. Here is a thought
though. What if there was
no need to defend yourself?
What if no one ever attacked
you and caused you to defend
yourself? That would fantas-

tic. No violence or bloodshed
would be great. It should be
every human being on this
planet’s concern.
Unfortunately, that will
never happen. It pains me
to say it. People in the world
crave violence for some reason. Some blame the rise of
video games and violent television. Others blame access to
weapons and lack of parenting. Then some others blame
just the guns or just the parents. Guess what though? It
is a combination of all these
issues. Someone who goes
out with the intent to kill has
something
fundamentally
wrong with them.
There is something in
their head that says I need to
kill. Utopia is unobtainable
due to thoughts like this. The
reasoning can be many things.
Some common ones could
include hatred for another
religion, hatred for another
ethnic group, hatred for another race, hatred for another
gender, hatred for a way a
person identifies themselves
and hatred for someone’s
sexual orientation. These are
the ones that I can think of
off the top of my head, but I
am sure there are more. The
core thing in this is that hate
perpetuates violence and vio-

lence perpetuates hate. The
cycle is endless. I could go on
to say stop hating each other
and love each other. We all
know I would be wasting my
breath though. After observing the news for a single day,
I can say with a degree of confidence that hatred is the new
standard. A single day is all
that it took.
I find the level of hatred
in this country suffocating.
Having strong convictions is a
good thing but having strong
convictions in hatred of another person or group of people
seems wrong to me. Why do
people hate each other? Take
the Ku-Klux Klan for example,
they have revealed that they
hate black people. They are
not even ashamed of it. They
hate them for one simple reason. They are black. That is, it;
that simplicity baffles me. The
bafflement continues when I
realize that some black people
hate the Ku-Klux Klan. Who
can blame them, but why fight
hate with hate? As a person,
you can say you do not like
someone for any reason, but
for that dislike to evolve into
hatred concerns me. Another
thing to note is that a lot of
the hate groups that dominate
news headlines are of white
descent.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Hate is here to stay; that does not mean we have to tolerate it.
That does not mean white
people are the only people
who hate other people. That
is far from the truth. You cannot convince me that there is
a race or ethnicity that does
not include at least one person that hates. I find it lopsided to say that white people
are the only people who hate.
There are racist white people,
but we are not all racist. The
same for all the races. The
one bad apple ruins the harvest metaphor comes to mind.
Generalizing by pre-conceived
notions is just not a good line
of thinking. To lump an entire
group of people into a negative category seems incorrect
to me.
Take my grandfather for

example. He was an army vet
that fought in the Pacific Campaign of World War II. After
the war, he came home and
had a burning hatred for anyone or anything Japanese. I
can understand where his hatred came from, at least, why
he hated them. I do not agree,
but I understand it. He was in
a life or death fight where if
he did not kill a Japanese man
he would have died. The hatred was born from the events
of WWII. The same could be
said of veterans of the Vietnam war. I remember my uncle saying that the American
people hated him when he
returned from Vietnam. That
makes me wonder something:
why would a person openly

hate another for the apparent
crime of being in the military?
My conclusion is that
while there may be a reason for the hate, the hate
was born from out of control
events that neither my grandfather or uncle could control.
Was there a need for a college
student to spit in the face of
my uncle? No, there was not.
What I am saying, is that hate
is a complicated thing. There
are many factors that can
cause a person to hate, but as
a community it is our job to
establish bridges with each
other. Break down barriers of
hate and build understanding
between us all. Only then can
the country move forward in
a positive direction.

No need to
pill shame
PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
There are many medications that people need to take. Do not give people issues for taking them.

People who take medications are sick
and tired of the abuse
NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor
I can tolerate many things.
Always being open to other
viewpoints is a trait I pride
myself on. I am not without
faults, but there is one thing
that infuriates me when I see
it happen.
Pill shaming is the act of
making someone feel bad for
taking medications. This act
of malice from various people
is an issue that I cannot and
will not stand for.
When I first went to
an in-patient hospital; I was
afraid of taking medicine. I
brought into the argument
that, “Pills are only for crazy
people.”
One of the staff members
told me this when I voiced
my concern, “Nick, would
you rather be so sad that suicide seems like a good option
or do you want to accept the
help that these meds can give
you.” This sentence has been
branded on my head in the
sense that I will never forget
that guy or his words. Those
words helped me define who
I am as a person and that person needs to take medicine.
I lose various pleasures
from taking medications,
which I do not mind at all
considering the eventual outcome if I stopped taking my
meds.
Drinking alcohol is a clearcut no for me. My meds explicitly state do not drink
while on this medication. I
would become horribly ill if I
were to consume alcohol, so I
make sure to stay away from
any form.
Another thing that I cannot have is grapefruit. I am
not entirely sure why, but I
have been told multiple times,
“No grapefruit.” Apparently,

grapefruit has serious chemical reactions to medications.
What I gain from taking
meds is far more valuable
than what I lose. I gain life,
happiness, and peace of mind.
Meds can enrich your life so
that you can do things you enjoy.
For example, I went to a concert one year with my brother. It was my first concert and
it featured my favorite band
at the time, In Flames.
This was before I got my
panic disorder under control
due in part to my medications. I had a great time at the
concert, but five panic attacks
during said concert created a
fear for me.
Several years later, I tried
again. Going to see Suffocation at the Chameleon Club
in Downtown Lancaster. My
panic disorder was properly
controlled at that point and I
remember that there was not
a single panicky bone in my
body.

I have
witnessed many
times that people
who admit to
taking
medicine are
applied a healthy
dose of stigma
against them.

I have witnessed many
times that people who admit
to taking medicine are applied a healthy dose of stigma
against them. This is because
of the notion that pills are
for “crazy people.” My meds
have saved me many times
from committing suicide. I
have no doubt that if I never
got on the meds I needed I
would not be here typing this
article. I would be in a coffin
in a graveyard and my gifts
to the world would have been
squandered.
If a doctor prescribes you
medicine and there are no
horrible side effects, take
your meds. These medications
keep you alive. I am pre-diabetic and I take medications
to stop that from becoming
full-blown diabetes.
It is something I do not want
to deal with. Therefore, I take
my meds to stop myself from
becoming diabetic.
That is just one example of
the meds I take. What people
must realize is that if it was
not for medicine, a lot less
people would be on earth.
What I find appalling is that
there are groups of people
that are so against medications that they refuse life-saving medical treatment.
Here is my final point, take
your meds and do not be a
jerk to people who take meds.
They need the medications to
stay alive.
Whether this stems from
physical or mental ailments,
everyone who needs to take
their medicine should take
their medicine.
Ridiculing them for wanting
to be healthier and stay alive
is ridiculous.

Passionate about something and want to write? Contact the Opinion Editor at opinion@thesnapper.com
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A spoonful
above the rest:
Spoon University
makes debut
PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Arriving to campus this year, Spoon University aims to provide an outlet of food
and community.
ZOE BERRIER
Features Editor
We share it on birthdays, thanksgivings,
and Christmases. We give our friends bites
of our desserts. We make dinner for our
partners. We all know there is nothing that
brings people together more, especially college students, than food.
Alexandra Karian is a senior this year at
Millersville and she hopes to do just that in
her last year at the university: bring people
together over food. Alex, along with her
Vice President Bri Durante, have started
a chapter of Spoon University on campus
which is a national brand that Alex discovered through the well-known social media
platform Snapchat. Realizing students with
a passion for food had no outlet for their
creativity, Alex began the process of founding the chapter on campus.
Before starting classes, Alex finished
online courses through Spoon University
to learn how to begin her own chapter. In
order to become an official campus organization Alex had to start by being approved
through CSIL (Center for Student Involvement and Leadership). Clubs are required
to have a constitution, at least three participants in starting the club, and a faculty
adviser. Alex also had to make a case for
creating the club to the Student Government Association, which voted in favor of
making the Spoon University official. Lastly,
the club is also required to set up a Get Involved page to be a part of official campus
club activities.

Food is not just a hobby for Alex, she also
hopes to make it her living. “Well, I’ve always loved food,” she laughs during the interview, “Just period. I always watched food
network, I was one of those kids.”
Inspired by her high school foods class,
Alex decided to pursue culinary school,
once she has finished her business degree
with a concentration in marketing here at
Millersville. She hopes some day to open
her own food truck.
Alex anticipates that Spoon University
can be a go-to food resource for Millersville
students, but she also hopes it can become
a close nit community for its members. It
seems for Millersville clubs that while many
students are involved, it can be hard to find
one that really generates a community outside of the club as well as within it, and Alex
is hoping to make Spoon University more
than just a club.
On top of creating a sense of community
through Spoon University, Alex also has
goals for what the club will achieve this
year. Some of their larger goals will be to
hold a food truck festival for students on
campus, hold taste testing competitions, as
well as bring in local Iron Chef competition
winners to teach instructional classes on
cooking.
Overall, Spoon University will be a unique
club to join Millersville’s large selection of
extracurricular activities. If you have an interest in joining the club you can find out
more through their Instagram: spoon_millersville.
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MOLLY’S PUB: A
TASTE OF IRISH
CUISINE
SIMREN SHAH
Associate
Features Editor
Molly’s Pub, located
at 253 E Chestnut St,
Lancaster, PA 17602,
has a well-stocked
bar and a lot of green.
Upon entering the
restaurant, one notices the classy deep colored wooden tables
and the fully stocked
bar at the front of the
establishment.
The
decorative
ceiling
tiles from the 1900’s
provide a classic European vibe. There
are window seat high
top tables as well as
larger regular tables
towards the center.
The view of greenery
makes the place even
more charming. The
pub is appealing not
only for the atmosphere, but also for
their food, including
lunch specials.
The specials include $9 flatbreads
and $8 sandwiches
and burgers. The
special for burgers
is unique because
SIMREN SHAH / SNAPPER
customers can create their own burger Not too far from campus, and perfect for food lovers of all
by choosing a pro- types.
tein, cheese, and up
to three toppings. tions and six different ideal for lunch and holiday-less days beThere is a wide selec- flatbreads. The salads nights on the town. It cause every day is St
tion for burger op- come in large tilted is popular with local Patrick’s Day. Lasstions including veggie black bowls that are businesses and just ies and leprechauns
and turkey burgers definitely Pinterest- a short drive from alike are welcome at
Millersville Univer- Molly’s.
as well as the classic worthy.
Molly’s is an au- sity. The pub is perbeef burgers. There
are six cheese selec- thentic local eatery fect for escaping drab

Farbo Co expands its
gaming universe
NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF JAMES FARBO
Farbo Co continues to create a space where lovers of all things geek related can
thrive.

Farbo Co is a store in Lancaster owned
and operated by James Farbo. The store has
been open for about six months now and
has grown into quite the hangout place for
geeks of all types.
On their website, guests of Farbo Co can
find the Tower of Scheduling. This is a
weekly updated calendar that tells what is
happening at Farbo Co that week. Two noteworthy entries that are commonly seen are
Adventures League Dungeons and Dragons
(AL DnD) on Wednesday,
Friday Night Magic on Friday, and EDH/
Commander tournaments on Saturday
along with other events like Wine and Worbla.
The biggest attraction at Farbo Co is the
weekly AL DnD. The attendance for AL
was small at first, about 12 people. Nowadays, Farbo Co hosts upwards of 30 people
for DnD, which is a role-playing game that
is published by Wizards of the Coast. Originally created
in the 1980s, DnD now has AL, a sanctioned by Wizards play session. The way
DnD is played in AL is by rules and guides
provided by Wizards. There are also options
to play homebrew games, where rules are
advised but are not strictly adhered to. Farbo Co allows
homebrew games on any day but Wednesday during AL.
To do this, just go to the store and ask for a
table to play at and Farbo will give you one.
Farbo is a great host and does his job magnificently. He is genuinely interested in all
his customers and has created a “safe harbor” for all gamers. Another seller at

Farbo Co is the Magic the Gathering Commander tournaments. These are competitive round robin tournaments. The point
is to compete for booster packs and magic
card promos. The tournaments have had up
to 20 people attend and competition is fierce
for the whole
group. The store is super casual, however, and has a points system for the Commander league that is starting soon that lays
out cool, inventive ways to play the game.
One of the challenges is to defeat all opponents at the same time without the use of an
infinite combo.
Farbo Co offers more than just AL and
Commander though. There are the Paint
and Take events that allows a customer to
pick a mini and paint it. They are then allowed to take the mini home with them.
There are many different items for sale at
Farbo Co as well. This
features board games, card games, deck
builder games and much more. There is also
a consignment program for older games
and older rules books that Farbo Co takes
part in.
Also, Farbo Co is starting up how-to events
for various games. The most recent one was
how to play Ivion, which is a card game.
There have been events in the past as well
where Star Wars X-Wing was taught. The
same can be said for Star Wars armada and
Star Wars legion.
There is something for everyone at Farbo
Co. If one ever needs dice, Farbo Co is the
place to go. The same can be said for cosplay
supplies as well as general geeky merchandise. Farbo Co is located close to Tellus 360
and Silantra in Lancaster city. They will be
happy to have any Millersville student who
wants to play some games.

Know a professor or student who is doing something exceptional? Contact the Features Editor at features@thesnapper.com
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FIELD OF SCREAMS: SCARE EMPIRE OPENS

MICKAYLA MILLER/SNAPPER
This year, the well-known Field of Screams scare park taps into new trends by adding a series of
escape rooms to its already varied sets.
MICKAYLA MILLER
Editor in Chief
What started as a passion project
led to a 25-year-long scare empire
more commonly known as Field of
Screams.
As Halloween draws closer, parttime scare enthusiasts and horror
fanatics alike find themselves going
back time and time again to Mountville-based scare attraction Field of
Screams.
When the attraction isn’t open,
co-owners Gene and Jim Schopf are
planning for the next year; they’re
constantly adding additions so the
experience is never fully predictable.
This year, they added three escape
rooms, priced reasonably (even for
college kids) at $5 per room.
The patron has five minutes to figure out the puzzle and escape.
“We wanted to do something a little
different. We didn’t want to open up
one of the hour-long escape rooms
where people have to commit the
time to it,” Jim Schopf said. “We de-

cided it’d be perfect if we could design the perfect five-minute room,
with quick rooms, quick groups.”
Schopf also mentioned that the escape rooms are a good transition between the bigger attractions, which
was one of the reasons for making
them only five minutes long.
“Captured,” “Lockdown” and “The
Heist” are the three themed escape
rooms.
They are best experienced by two
people, but up to four people can experience a room at a given time.
Besides the new escape rooms,
there are four main attractions at
Field of Screams.
•

•

•

The Den of Darkness, which
plays on the fears of the people
walking through; each room
is dedicated to perpetuating a
fear.
The Frightmare Asylum,
which is a dilapidated mental
hospital hosting many unhappy patients and doctors.
Nocturnal Wasteland, which
is an outdoor attraction that

•

draws influence from a postnuclear attack.
The Haunted Hayride, which
is their oldest event. It features
several different barns and
skits, all of which are unexpected and thrilling.

•
Schopf said the year started off
strong. “Our goal every year is to put
on the best show we can, and an even
better show than the year before,”
Schopf said.
“More and more, we see a lot of
adults. I think that’s a compliment
to what we do. We’re not just a place
for junior high kids. They see all the
work and decor that goes into it, and
it’s worth it.”
The Field of Screams season will go
until November 9. The Den of Darkness and Frightmare Asylum are
open rain or shine, and the Nocturnal Wasteland and Haunted Hayride
will only close during severe weather. For more information visit www.
fieldofscreams.com.

The Park City Diner
offers late night
nostalgia
SIMREN SHAH
Associate Features Editor
Who doesn’t love a 24 hour diner, especially one that serves a variety of iced coffee
flavors? Hello, college students! Inside the
Park City Diner, there are plenty of comfortable booths making it a great place to cozy up
with some hot chocolate and a book to escape
campus for a little while. Diners are famous
for comfort food and the Park City Diner is
no exception.
Everything from burgers and steaks to
endless appetizer options are available at
the diner. Breakfast is served 24 hours. Spe-

“Our goal every year is to
put on the best show we
can, and an even better
show than the year before”

cials vary and are worth looking into. What
better place to get together with friends and
destress after long study sessions or just get
together to hangout and talk over a hot meal?
Located near the Park City Mall, it’s a great
place to stop when craving breakfast for
dinner or a lot of food without traumatizing
your wallet. The classic diner atmosphere
paired with the friendly staff creates a welcoming environment with food available at
any time. There is a certain ambiance to vintage diners that gives Park City the potential
to be a “favorite spot.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF PXHERE
Nothing is better than breakfast served all day to a college student, and The
Park City Diner is a local stop here to fulfill those needs.

- Jim Schopf

Providence Project
contributor showcases
local history
DAN BERNARDINI
Staff Writer
The philosophy that everyone is unique
is an open-minded way to view the world:
for Millersville University student Ashley
Zerne, it's a philosophy that has become a
passion.
Zerne is very interested in how humans
differ and interact. Although she describes
herself as "shy," she understands that humans must interact to figure out what
makes each unique. She discovered that
this idea of human uniqueness and cultural
differences could be studied in the field of
anthropology.
Zerne, along with a plethora of other students, are doing research on Native Americans and early settlers in this region during
the 1600’s and 1700’s. This part of a research
fellowship for Made in Millersville which
showcases students’ work on certain subjects. Once completed, their research will be
published in a book titled “The Providence
Project.”
There have also been talks of this book
possibly being turned into a television series. She would be pleased to see a project
she worked so diligently on shown to millions of Americans, whether it be through
a book or a television series. Working on
a project that might get national attention
and hits close to home is intriguing.
“I think it’s cool that my name will be attached to a project that might eventually
reach a lot of viewers,” she says. Zerne said
that discovering the uniqueness of early set-

tlers locally should entice many, especially
those interested in history or anthropology
and felt that this would be the perfect opportunity to showcase her work for other
avid readers to enjoy.
The Providence Project should entice
any reader who is interested in learning
more about the history of local settlers. The
book could be used as an essential utensil
in teaching history courses. Also, this is a
prime example of what you can do with
your work. Her writing and research are going to be published into a book. Therefore,
this should be an inspiration to many who
want to accomplish something with their
work.
Zerne takes pride in working on a project that showcases her writing. However, it
also focuses on her home of Pennsylvania
and more specifically, the early settlers.
“I think it’s interesting that we live in an
area that is so full of history,” Zerne states.
“America as a country started right here in
Pennsylvania and I’m excited to be a part
of a project that will give a voice not only to
the founders of this country, but also to the
Native people who lived here first.”
The world has a plethora of cultures that
makes each human unique. There are a
multitude of stories to be told from those
cultures. Sometimes the best stories are told
not orally, but instead written down for us
to read.
Zerne’s project, “The Providence Project,”
will give readers a unique look into the culture of Pennsylvania’s own early settlers.

Know a professor or student who is doing something exceptional? Contact the Features Editor at features@thesnapper.com
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Millersville brings an exciting
theatre season to campus

PHOTO COURTESY OF FUZE MAGAZINE

This season, Millersville is putting on two exciting plays and two showstopping musicals.
JOSH RITTBERG
Arts and Culture Editor

With two iconic musicals and two impactful plays, this is sure to be a wonderful
season for Millersville Theatre.
The year begins with MU Theatre’s rollicking production of “Jesus Christ Superstar.”
This musical will be directed by Millersville’s director dramatics Tony Elliot,
and it promises to be a raucous and enjoyable night of theatre.
Unlike most MU Theatre productions,
“Jesus Christ Superstar” includes a couple
of much loved alumni members along with
the talented group of current students.
There are only two or three alumni
members among the cast, but according to
Elliot, having the alumni members gives
“a chance for people to learn from each
other.”
This rock opera by the legendary composer, Andrew Lloyd Webber focuses on
Jesus and his apostles “as a group of rebels
against the establishment of that time,”as
described by Elliot.

He also says that having even a slight
variety of ages in the cast “heightens the
conflict between the establishment and
these renegades.”
The musical has had some recent resurgence in popularity following the Emmy
winning NBC live production.
This televised version of the show simulated the live theatre experience vividly
with the audience in full view; but
Elliot is excited for the student body
and local theatregoers to experience the
show for themselves.
Although “Jesus Christ Superstar” got
back on the public’s radar following NBC’s
telecast, the piece actually started out in
the 1970s as a concept album.
The album became extremely popular
and eventually spawned the stage musical
that audiences know and love today.
The Millersville production, which
plays from November 8 through 11 in
Claire Hall at The Winter Center of Visual
Arts, will try to keep the rock concert atmosphere that this show demands and is
ultimately rooted in, but the story itself is
still very much going to be at the heart of
this rendition of the iconic piece.
The first play of the Millersville season

is a quirky little piece from the playwright
Beth Henley called “The Miss Firecracker
Contest.”
The play tells the story of a beauty pageant in a small southern town and the zany
individuals who inhabit that world.
The production is being guest directed
by an exciting talent named Terry Mastrobuono, and promises to be an entertaining
yet insightful night of theatre.
According to Elliot, “the characters
may seem really extreme, but when you
step back and look at the experience of the
storytelling, you start to see the absurdity
within our own lives.”
This production is back in the intimate
Rafters Theatre from February 22 through
March 3, and is sure to be an absolute blast.
The next show of the season is ACMO’s
production of the musical “Pippin.”
This coming of age musical of a young
prince trying to find his “corner of the sky”
is a dazzling and thought provoking musical that is sure to be a hit for ACMO when
it plays the Winter Center for Visual Arts
from March 21 through 24.
The last production of the year is John
Cariani’s acclaimed play: “Almost Maine.”
This show is different than most, as it is

essentially nine different stand-alone two
person scenes.
These scenes are all about love and
ideas that are universal to our own lives.
The scenes all take place in the same
cold Maine town, and it is a very quirky
and heartfelt work of theatre.
The playwright John Cariani is currently starring in the Tony winning musical, “The Band’s Visit.”
That show in and of itself is a quiet
piece on connection and longing.
Fans of his acting work can find the
same humor and heart in his play “Almost
Maine” as well.
Almost Maine is one of the most produced plays in the country, and that is
largely because of its flexible cast size and
universal appeal.
After a season of the louder rock musical, “Jesus Christ Superstar,” the pop and
jazz influenced “Pippin” and the quirky
“The Miss Firecracker Contest,” “Almost
Maine” will be a nice intimate end to this
excellent season of theatre at Millersville.
“Almost Maine” plays from April 5
through April 14 at The Rafters Theatre.
This will be a season of theatre that audiences will not want to miss.

“Crazy Rich Asians:”
An insanely good time
NICHOLAS GALLAGHER
Staff Writer
When I first sat down for this past
weekend’s screening of Crazy Rich
Asians at Regal Cinema, I’ll be honest in
saying that I wasn’t expecting much - I
had long suspected that the loud hype
was from many people who said the film
was great without having actually seen
it, and so I went in with a sense of careful
excitement.
Before the lights dimmed, an Asian
couple sat down a few chairs away, and
the young lady broke out a tissue box
in preparation for the film, whispering
within earshot, “I hope it’s as good as my
mom said.”
Me too, Miss... I thought to myself
The film itself is directed by short film
auteur John Chu, and features a predominantly Asian cast consisting of Constance Wu, Michelle Yeoh, Henry Goldling, Nora Lum (a.k.a. Awkwafina), Nico
Santos, and Ken Jeong, and is based off
of a trilogy of romance novels by Kevin
Kwan, titled “Showdown: The Crazy Rich
Competition” series.
Once the film started, I was immediately awestruck. The cinematography is

a visual bath for the eyes, with the sets
and lighting being akin to the 2013 rendition of The Great Gatsby if it took place
in Singapore, the primary setting for this
story.
The music was a catchy blend of Southeast-Asian cultural music and Top 40
pop, and the script inspired a number of
audible laughs time and again thanks to
Ken Jeong’s presence, along with a few
clever plays on American ideas of Asian
culture (during one of the date scenes, a
tourist asks Goldling’s character Nick if
he knows where Mount Fuji is).
In addition, the romance - the driving
element of the plot - is very tender, gentle, and peaceful - a stark contrast to the
outlandish and over-the-top screaming
and in-fighting of American couples in
most modern rom-coms.
As the film’s credits closed, I turned
my head to take one last glance at the
Asian couple as I was leaving, and my
eyes filled with a bright sense of hope
for the future of romantic films as the
gentleman took a knee and proposed to
his girlfriend as the lights were raised,
and members of their family revealed
themselves from under disguises in the
theater.
Well, Miss... this is probably better
than your mom said it would be.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PITTSBURGH MAGAZINE.COM
“Crazy Rich Asians” is a crazy big hit.

See any good shows lately? Contact the Arts & Culture Editor at culture@thesnapper.com
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The Fulton season sets sail with
epic “Treasure Island”

The Fulton Theatre’s “Treasure Island” plays through October 21. It’s a journey audiences will not want to miss.

JOSH RITTBERG
Arts and Culture Editor
“Treasure Island” at The Fulton Theatre, is a new musical written by The Fulton’s own Marc Robin and his partner
Curt Dale Clark. They first premiered their new musical at the
theatre in 2008 and have been tweaking it ever since. Now, ten
years later, the team has raised the sails again on their musical
in a truly impressive and ambitious production.
The musical is based off of the classic novel by Robert
Louis Stevenson of the same name. The plot follows the newly
orphaned Jim Hawkins (Michael Nigro), who after the death
of his father finds out that he inherits a treasure map. With
the help of Dr. David Livesey (James Patterson) and the flashy
Squire John Trelawney (Michael Iannucci), the three men set
off on a journey of discovery where they meet colorful characters who include Captain Alexander Smollett (David Girolmo)
and the dastardly Long John Silver (Jeremiah James).
The pirates are initially nice to the three new sailors, but
all hell breaks loose once the greedy pirates learn of the treasure map that young Jim is hiding.
Michael Nigro is a revelation as Jim Hawkins. His singing in numbers like “Miracles/Look At Me” is very strong and
impressive. He captures the initial naivety of young Jim very
well, but it is the journey of maturity that Hawkins goes on
that really impresses. When the audience first meets Jim, he
is a timid boy still very much grieving the loss of his father.
Throughout the musical, Hawkins develops strong relationships with the various characters, but most especially with
Jeremiah James’s Long John Silver.
Nigro portrays the son-like bond with the wicked pirate in
an extremely heartfelt manner that truly is the backbone of
this piece. However, the cliché ridden eleven o’clock number,
“Calm Before The Storm,” in particular with generic lyrics like
“This is the moment,” and “Seize the day,” is not the highest

point in Robin’s score; but Nigro sells this number extremely
well, and that is no easy task.
All in all, Nigro leads this musical with good nature and
heart in this wonderful performance.
Jeremiah James is an absolute blast as Long John Silver.
Although initially underwhelming in the the character’s introductory number, “Joys of Cooking,” James managed to display
great vulnerability and excellent chemistry with Nigro’s Jim
Hawkins. Their scene together in the back of the ship where
James sings the ballad “Someday” was one of the strongest
in the show. It revealed great depth and elicited audience
sympathy for the Long John Silver character, and showed off
James’s impressive voice very well.
Although, James is a joy in the first act turn as the more
sympathetic side of Long John, it is in act two where Jeremiah
James really gets to transform and play as the conniving pirate we all know and love to hate. He swings his cape with
style and delivers his deliciously dastardly lines with campy
panache. James is responsible for bringing much of the life to
the duller second act and almost walks away with the entire
show in his irresistible performance.
James Patterson and Michael Iannucci have great fun as
the uptight Dr. David Livesey and the more flashily flamboyant Squire John Trelawney. At least for the first half of the
show, the pair are very entertaining as Dr. David Livesey is
the literal straight man to the innuendo filled Squire John Trelawney. As the musical goes on though, the Squire Trelawney
character turns into a caricature that is neither amusing nor
entertaining.
The pair does the same bit repeatedly, with Dr. David Livesey trying to settle down the loose cannon nature of Squire
John Trelawney, and it just gets old. The actors James Patterson and Michael Iannucci do a fine and respectable job in their
roles, but the writing simply does not give them very much to
work with.
Other standouts in the cast include David Girolmo as

PHOTO COURTESY OF WITF.ORG

the noble Captain Alexander Smollett. Girolmo brings a nice
combination of authority and genuine care that makes this
captain one worth rooting for. Jason Simon is also a lot of fun
as the loud yet awkward George Merry. He truly commits to
his character and the ridiculous situations that the plot puts
him in, and is a total joy throughout.
Although he tries his best, James Michael Reily is saddled
with a thankless role as the cheese obsessed Ben Gunn who
Nigro’s Jim Hawkins meets in the musical’s second act. His
character hobbles around the stage with a deranged look in
his eyes and just makes puns about cheese; it is comical for
about a minute, but just gets old as the same joke gets repeated
over and over. Nevertheless, the rest of the all-male cast leads
this musical with true vigor and excitement.
Thomas M. Ryan’s towering set design is truly a marvel.
With detailed and artful backdrops for even the shorter introductory scenes in the pirate ships pier, the design work astounds from the very beginning.
The pinnacle of Thomas M. Ryan’s scenic design for this
production is no doubt the pirate ship where most of the first
act takes place. It is jaw-dropping in its sheer size as the scenic
piece even extends past the proscenium. When the boat turns
to reveal the other side of the ship in the exciting song “Mutiny”, it is truly something to behold.
The Fulton has gotten more and more ambitious with
their designs and they may have reached a new high with Ryan’s awe-inspiring pirate ship. Now, the set does get a bit more
minimalistic and frankly underwhelming in the piece’s islandset second half, but the sets in act one are certainly worth the
price of admission alone.

Read more at www.thesnapper.millersville.edu.

See any good shows lately? Contact the Arts & Culture Editor at culture@thesnapper.com
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Cross Country finishes strong at Dickinson
KAT VASQUEZ
Associate Sports
Editor

The Millersville women’s
cross country finished strong
in their first long/short invitational since their 2014 season
at Dickinson College Saturday
afternoon.
They finished fifth in
their 4k race and sixth in the
6k race.
All of the women in the
team performed great overall
and made excellent time on
Saturday’s meet, but the main
highlights was from teammates Emily Bland, Devon
Matz, and Brianna Lalierte.
Bland was top finisher
and had an amazing breakout performance in the 6k
race with a time of 24:36.52,

making her place 8th overall.
Matz also have had a miraculous performance placing 63rd overall in the 4k
with a time of 17:42.17.
Brianna Laliberte, who
has placed 68th overall and
finished just behind Matz
with a time of 17:56.22.
Laliberte said after Saturday’s race, “We were asked
by our coach to go for it at the
start of the race, and I think
we accomplished that together as a team.”
All toegether the cross
country team put in a great
performance.
The Marauders women’s
cross country team next meet
will be at the Blue and Gold
Invitational in Newark, Delaware Saturday, October 6th at
10 a.m.

Emily Bland ran great, coming in 8th in the 6k.

MILLERSVILLE
SUFFERS TOUGH
DEFEAT
KAT VASQUEZ
Associate Sports Editor

Millersville University’s mens soccer team had a tough battle against East
Stroudsburg University on Sunday at
Pucillo Field .
Unfortunately, the East Stroudsburg
Warriors defeated the Marauders 1-0.
Both teams had numerous chances
to score, but the Marauders struggled
and couldn’t find the back of the net,
frustrating teammates and fans on the
stands.
The Warriors’ strong and aggressive
demeanor towards the Marauders led
them to score in the second half.
Upsides for the Marauders included great defensive play throughout the
match, which included attackers Jaxson

Men’s soccer suffers first loss in PSAC.

Burns and Ethan Woods coming back to
clear the ball from ESU corners.
There were also a great saves from
Ville goalkeeper Darian McCauley, who
saved at least four shots, along with his
counterpart goalkeeper Will Boremea of
ESU, who earned two saves, totaling six
saves throughout the game. Both teams
played rigorously.
There were equal amounts of heavy
tackling and limited offense. However
each team had a large number of fouls,
with Millersville totalling nine and East
Stroudsburg with twelve.
The Millersville Men’s Soccer Team
has one win, two losses, and two ties.
The Marauders next play at home
Wednesday against Lock Haven at 7:00
pm and away on Saturday at 2:30 against
California University.
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Unexpected turns leads
to right path
BEN HABECKER
Staff Writer
For Sam Manning, his
life’s journey began in the city
of Boston, but it would eventually take him far from home.
A lover of sports and
competing, Manning grew
up playing various different
sports. From soccer to football
to basketball and baseball,
Manning tried his hand at all
of them until he decided to
focus solely on soccer in high
school. He honed his soccer
skills until senior year when
he started the decision-making process of which college
he was going to attend.
Soccer was a major factor
in this process and was a foremost thought in his search because he
wanted to continue his
athletic career.
For Manning, the opportunity to play soccer would
make or break any school for
him, “Soccer was a big passion
of mine that I knew I wanted
to continue past high school.
It had been a large part of my
life that I wasn’t ready to be
finished with yet.”
All of his hard work and
hours practicing were seemingly rewarded when he was
offered a scholarship to play
not far from home, at the
University of Vermont. It was

every high school athlete’s
dream: to get rewarded for
their skills and get to continue
using them in college.
Unfortunately, this opportunity was not to last. The
soccer program’s head coach
promptly resigned, when
his wife was diagnosed with
cancer, to care for her. The
coach’s decision was one that
also had a profound impact
on Manning. The coach’s resignation meant that the scholarship Manning was offered
had to be rescinded.
Manning’s college search
abruptly started again and
this time he landed on an unexpected target. After narrowing his search to only include
schools that had Division II
soccer as well as offered the
Meteorology major, Manning
was left with Millersville University as one of the only results.
He applied, was accepted, and soon was packing his
things to move to Pennsylvania and into his new school.
Freshman year came and
went quickly for Manning but
it brought with it more unexpected turns in his journey.
After experiencing the meteorology program, he decided
he wanted to pursue another
major instead.
He also decided that,
while he loved soccer, he
didn’t want to dedicate the

majority of his college career
to it. These decisions left him
at a school far from home
without the two motivating
factors behind his choosing the school. Fortunately,
Manning decided to stay and
it wasn’t long after that he
found the niche he loved. He
switched from Meteorology to
Public Relations and discovered the Entrepreneurship
minor shortly after.
He quickly fell in love
with the minor and became
an active participant. He currently works in the Entrepreneurship Leadership Center
as the head of their social media and website development.
Now a senior, Manning’s
time at Millersville is drawing to a close. In the vein of
his new passion, Manning
already has big plans once
he graduates. He is currently
studying for the LSAT to potentially apply to law schools;
and if not law school, he plans
to attend graduate school for
his Master’s in organizational
communication.
Manning has had an unexpected journey so far with
lots of turns in the road, but,
while he’s likely to experience
more unexpected turns in the
future, one thing is certain:
he won’t back down from any
new experiences and has a
bright future in front of him.

Wentz comes back flying high
JARED KISH
Sports Editor
Philly Philly, Carson Wentz returned to the football field Sunday
as him and the Eagles took on the
Indianapolis Colts.
Wentz is returning from a torn
ACL which he suffered back on week
14 of last season. Wentz led the team
to an 11-2 record before suffering
the injury.
Nick Foles would take over and
of course we all know how the season ended for the Eagles last year,
with a Super Bowl victory.
There were two questions being
asked at the start of this season for
the Eagles. First, can they repeat a
Super Bowl championship? Second,
when will Carson Wentz be back for
the Eagles?
The first question cannot be answered with any certainty but the
second one can. Wentz suited up
for the Eagles for the first time since
week 14 of last season this past Sunday.
Week three into the NFL season
Wentz was back out under center
with his team. Foles, the Super Bowl
MVP from last year, would take a
backseat and let Wentz take over the
offense.
As Wentz took the field for
the Eagles first offensive drive with
him back under center, he drove
the team down on a 12-play 79-yard
touchdown drive.
Wentz connected with Dallas
Goedert for a touchdown leaving
Wentz looking impressive on his

first drive back out.
Wentz looked good through
the first half, but his opening drive
would be the only touchdown for
the Eagles in the first half. The Eagles headed into the locker room at
halftime up 10-7 over the Colts.
Wentz came out in the third
quarter and did not appear to be as
sharp as the first half.
He’d have two turnovers in
the third quarter, one being a poor
throw where he was trying to connect with tight end Zach Ertz however, the throw ended up being an
interception by Colts linebacker
Anthony Walker. Wentz would also
be stripped sacked by Margus Hunt.
Both turnovers resulted in field
goals for the Colts.
Eagles were tied 13-13 at the
end of the third quarter.
The Colts would kick a field goal
in the fourth giving them the lead
16-13 over the Eagles.
Wentz pulled the team together
and went on a 11-minute 17-play
touchdown drive to solidly an Eagles 20-16 win. The final touchdown
coming on a 4-yard run by Wendell
Smallwood.
Wentz went 25-of-37 for 255
yards in his first game back with
the Eagles. Considering the fact that
Wentz did not have weapons such as
running backs Jay Ajayi, and Darren
Sproles, and wide receivers Mike
Wallace, and Alshon Jeffery, Wentz
still managed to get a win and play
well.
Taking in account that the
weather conditions were not the
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Carson Wentz returned home to start in his first game since suffering a torn ACL last season.
best, Wentz still showed he could
move around on his repaird knee.
There is certainly room for improvement though. Some of Wentz’s
decisions were not the best including his throw on the interception.
He looked good on the run, but he
also got sacked five times trying to

evade defenders.
This also comes with not playing for 287 days so some mistakes
were bound to happen for the Eagles
quarterback.
Eagle fans were happy to see
their starting quarterback out on
the field again leading their team on

the road to victory. Wentz will gain
more confidence and will improve
as the season goes on.
He’ll look to get back to the
same form he was at last season before suffering the torn ACL. He and
the Eagles travel to Tennessee next
Sunday to face the Titans.

Got a passion for the game? Contact the Sports Editor at sports@thesnapper.com
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MARAUDERS CONTINUE TO
STRUGGLE
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Millersville drops to 0-4 with a loss to the West Chester Rams.
JARED KISH
Sports Editor
The Marauder’s continue their
struggles on the football field losing 42-16 on Saturday to West
Chester. This loss brings Millersville’s record to 0-4 on the season.
Things did not start off
well for the Marauder’s as they
found themselves down 28-0 just
after the first quarter of play.
Running back Mark Dukes of
West Chester, ran for a 35-yard
touchdown to score the first points
of the game. West Chester would
then go on to score three more
touchdowns in the final three minutes of the first quarter.

When the second quarter began Millersville seemed to
find their footing putting up 10
points and holding West Chester to
none. Wide receiver Taiyir Wilson
caught the first touchdown pass
from Tony Staffieri to give Millersville’s first score of the game. At
the end of the second quarter Joey
Farley kicked a field goal to bring
the Marauders up to 10 points but
they were still down 28-10 going
into the locker room at halftime.
As the third quarter began, the
momentum that Millersville found
in the second quarter disappeared
as West Chester would score two
more touchdowns bringing the
score to 42-10 at the end of three
quarters of play. West Chester’s

running back Mike Class had a
9-yard rushing touchdown and
Rasheem James caught a 4-yard
touchdown from quarterback A.J.
Long.
The fourth quarter was much
like the second quarter for the
Marauder’s as they did not allow
West Chester to score. However,
Millersville would have needed
to score 32 points just to tie with
West Chester. Quarterback Tony
Staffieri connected with wide receiver Chris Dolan for a touchdown making the score 42-16 but
this would be the Marauders last
score of the game.
Millersville’s rushing attack
did not hit the ground running as
they only rushed for 17 yards to

Mercyhurst overcomes
Millersville

The Marauders fought hard, but to no avail.
JARED KISH
Sports Editor
Millersville suffered a
tough loss on Saturday losing
to Mercyhurst 3-2 in five sets.
Mercyhurst would jump out
ahead taking the first set of
the match.
Millersville
answered
right back taking the next
two. Mercyhurst, however,
rallied winning the last two
sets and giving them the victory over Millersville.
Millersville dropped the
first set, 25-20. They put up
a good fight but at the end of
the set did not come out on
top. The next two sets would
be different for the Marauders.
In the second Millersville
would come out on top, 25-18.
They bounced back after losing the first set. The Maraud-

West Chester’s 218 rushing yards.
With no run game the past two
weeks for the Marauders, the burden has been left on the quarterbacks to make plays happen.
The Marauders used three
quarterbacks in the game who
combined for 194 passing yards.
Collin Shank, Justis Jacobs, and
Tony Staffieri were the three quarterbacks used out passing West
Chester by 59 yards. Staffieri had
163 of the 194 passing yards as Jacobs and Shank combined for only
31 yards between the two.
Staffieri made his season debut on Saturday and played well
throwing for 163 yards and two
touchdown passes.
Millersville gave up ten sacks

again this week thus making it extremely hard to get things going
on the offensive side of the ball.
In two of the four quarters,
Millersville’s defense was a positive keeping West Chester off the
board, but West Chester made
it tough for the Marauders right
from the start putting them down
28-0 in the first quarter.
Millersville will have to find
its footing fast as they face East
Stroudsburg this Thursday. They
will be continuing their search for
their first win of the season. It’s
looking hopeful for the Marauder’s as they face an East Stroudsburg team whose 1-3 on the season.

Field Hockey
bounces back
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ers had 13 kills helping them
even up the match.
The Marauders would
continue to play well in the
third set winning the 25-17.
This put Millersville up 2-1
in the match. Millersville had
16 kills, adding on two blocks
and two aces.
Millersville ended up losing the fourth set of the match
25-19. Mercyhurst bounced
back after dropping the last
two sets. This would send the
match to a fifth and final set.
The deciding set saw Mercyhurst overcome Millersville
15-10. Mercyhurst had 12 kills
in the final set giving them a
3-2 victory over Millersville.
With the loss on Saturday,
Millersville drops to 7-6 on
the season. The Marauders
also drop to 2-2 in PSAC play
with the loss.
Mercyhurst was just a tad

better than Millersville on
Saturday with 62 kills to Millersville’s 56. Mercyhurst had
25 errors to Millersville’s 27.
Mercyhurst had a better
hitting percentage as well as
they had a .192 hitting percentage compared to Millersville’s .167%.
Jacyi Suseland and Lindsey Blevins combined for 32
kills and 7 blocks in the match.
Millersville also recorded a
season high in blocks with 11.
Millersville fought hard
but unfortunately did not
come out on top against Mercyhurst.
They look to quickly
turn it around next weekend
as they face two PSAC rivals.
They will go up against Lock
Haven on Friday September
28th and Bloomsburg Saturday September 29th.
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Erica Tarsi had a great game for the Marauders.
JARED KISH
Sports Editor
The Marauders got
right back in the win column on Saturday after
shutting out IUP 2-0.
This win comes after
suffering their first loss of
the season to West Chester
last Wednesday. The win
on Saturday pushes the Marauders record to 3-1 on the
season.
Millersville’s
Erica
Tarsi kicked off the scoring
for the Marauders with a
goal in the ninth minute to
put Millersville up 1-0. The
game would remain that

score until 40 minutes later, Sol Ortiz-Kreiner would
score a goal for Millersville
putting the team up 2-0.
This would be all Millersville needed to cap off a 2-0
victory.
Junior Erica Tarsi had
a tremendous game with
four shots, three of them on
goal, one goal, and one assist.
Millersville out played
IUP with nine shots to IUP’s
four.
Seven of Millersville’s
shots ended up being on
goal with two of them finding the back of the net for
goals.

IUP only managed to
get two shots on goal with
none going in.
Goalie Katie Baker
managed to stop the two
shots IUP put on goal giving Millersville the shutout
win. This was Baker’s first
colligate shutout.
The Marauders came
out strong Saturday proving they had moved on
from their loss the previous
game.
Shutting out IUP was
exactly what the Marauders were looking to do as
they got their third win of
the season.

