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This Enterprise edition of The Snapper, we struggled with
how to approach the unsettling events that have been happening on our campus, as well as the greater crises our country is
facing. We felt an obligation to discuss such circumstances, but
feared that lingering on the bad would only perpetuate the
negativity. However, we knew simply ignoring the problems
and countering with uplifting stories would be a disservice to
those suffering. So we elected to take the bad with the good.
We had to find a balance.
In attempts to navigate difficult situations and topics we
tend to cope through compartmentalization. ‘I’m an optimist’.
‘He’s a Socialist’. ‘They’re a racist’. ‘She’s a Buddhist’. We become our own networks of -ists. And it’s easy to get caught
up in this; to sort our attention into situations of one or the
other. Democrat or Republican. Religious or Atheist. Cisgender
or Non-Binary. Pro-this and anti-that. We argue that this is no
longer productive. We can’t comply with habits of polarization.
We must be willing to entertain aspects of both sides.
Life is crazy complicated. You don’t need a degree to understand that. In this edition we ask the question, ‘what now?’.
We don’t really have an answer for you, but we do have a perspective. Remember that there are variables everywhere. We
all deal with learning how to participate in environments of
dichotomy. The key is to be willing to explore multiple facets.

Students share their voices
about hate crimes on campus
SIMREN SHAH
Associate Features Editor
Lately the news has been around us feels that way and say it so they will go into the
filled with headlines about just knowing that the shoot- bathroom stall or bathroom
mass shootings, including a ing did happen in Pittsburg it where no one will be in the
shooting that occurred at a could easily be spread and it room and they can lock it and
synagogue in Pittsburgh, Penn- can affect our community and then walk out.” Harvey stated
sylvania. Recently, an email school.”
that racism cannot be punwas sent to Millersville stuDespite the hate, Hudoka ished away, so spreading sodents which informed them of attested that she felt safe on cial awareness would be more
hate speech depicted in bath- campus and expressed her ap- impactful in solving the issue.
rooms on campus. The mes- preciation of the campus po- Having recently completed
sages written were
a paper on gun
“I hate Jews” and “I
violence for one of
hate black people.”
his classes, he was
When interviewed,
able to share some
four students exthoughts on that
pressed
concern
topic as well. He
about the current
supported further
events both on and
gun
regulations
off campus.
including stricter
Faith Stoughlaws and screenton, a senior here at
ings.
Millersville UniverDylan
Hyer,
sity, said “...I think
also a student, ofthat just having all
fered the same
this hate speech
perspective as his
just doesn’t help.
peers on the hate
It just brings more
speech on campus.
fear into a commuWhen asked how
nity that doesn’t
he felt about the
need it.” Stoughhateful messages
ton had received
he stated he felt
the email from the
sick to his stomschool like most
ach. Similar to the
other students and
other students, he
communicated her
pushed the need
disgust about the
for campus awaredehumanization of
ness against hate.
hate speech.
As a gun owner,
She suggested
Hyer is pro-gun,
that it should result
but he also dein expulsion from
scribed himself as
JARED HAMELOTH/SNAPPER pro-reform.
the institution. She
believes there is Racist messages were written in bathrooms in
His views on
a correlation be- the SMC, library, and Gordinier throughout Oct. gun reform were
tween hate speech and Nov.
altered by recent
and gun violence
acts of violence. “I
“not in all cases, but I would lice. She suggested that metal used to be all for guns and evsay many cases.” She highlight- detectors be implemented in erything, but with all this goed the danger of rage and gun more places as a preventive ing on recently it’s kinda just
access combined. Stoughton measure. As for the on-cam- steered me towards the other
believes that “by talking about pus hate, Hudoka described it side of it. But I also believe
[gun violence] in general is as “a very crucial thing” that that if we take away guns coma good start, but we need to “shouldn’t be let off easy.”
pletely these things will still
work on policies together as a
Another student, Dante happen.” He explained that he
community to try and, y’know, Harvey, opened up about his does not see the need for anyhelp each other and solve as concerns. Although Harvey one to have a semi-automatic
many issues as we can. We did not read the email he re- weapon in their home, but also
can’t solve the problem, we ceived from the university’s mentioned that he has a gun
can’t eradicate it completely, president, he heard others because he hunts. He detailed
but I know that by working talking about the hate speech. the process he underwent to
together and talking it out we He portrayed hate speech as become a gun owner. First, a
can change things.”
“something that happens ev- background check was initiatHarley Hudoka also of- ery so often that I don’t let it ed followed by a hunter safety
fered her thoughts pertaining affect me.”
course to obtain his hunting
to hate speech on campus and
Harvey commented on license.
gun violence off campus. Like the anonymity of the students
Each student spoke of a deStoughton, Hudoka was also behind the hate speech. “A lot sire to see change in their comaware of current events and of times things like that like munity and offered different
provided input on the subjects. saying something in the bath- perspectives on the situations.
“I think that it’s actually very room shows that people aren’t The question that remains is
horrible to know someone really as confident enough to what should happen next?
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What do we do after all the
hate crimes on campus?
CARLY O’NEILL
Associate News Editor
From recent Synagogue shootings in does not reflect Millersville’s values.
Pittsburg to hate crimes on campus, disKoss states students must advocate
crimination should never and will not be for each other no matter what race, gentolerated.
der, or ethnicity; no matter if the hateful
Hillel’s President Amy Koss reiter- words directly affect you, support a felates this statement. Hillel is
a national organization here
on campus that administers
programs created to enrich
the religious, cultural, and
social life of Jewish college
students.
During our interview, I
asked Ms. Koss when Hillel
had become aware of antisemitic acts on campus. She
commented that herself &
Hillel were made aware of
the discriminatory incidents
not long before the Clery
report. This report requires
universities participating in
federal aid programs to disclose information on campus crimes.
Amy mentions that “we
were all in shock,” since the
Pittsburgh synagogue shooting had occurred just weeks
before these reported hate
crimes.
Regarding the time coincide, I asked Ms. Koss if she
thought the anti-semitic behavior was in relation to the
recent Pittsburgh shooting.
She responded that it was
PHOTO COURTESY OF AMY KOSS
hard to tell how long the hateful words were written in the With all the hatred being directed at the Jewish
men’s bathroom in Gordinier community, our associate news editor talks to
Hall, before it became report- Amy Koss, the President of the Hillel Organizaed to the facility and authorition, on where we should go from here.
ties.
Koss states that “growing
up Jewish, we came to understand that low Marauder. In the words of Koss, “I
anti-semitism is still very much present.” truly believe that being a bystander is just
She continues that this kind of anti-sem- as dangerous as being a perpetrator. You
itism is not necessarily new; people just have a voice—use it.”
feel more entitled to express their opinLastly, I asked what this aftermath
ions and hateful attitudes more than they will mean for the Jewish community,
did before.
as well as Hillel. Koss comments that no
I asked Amy what her suggestions amount of hateful words and discriminawere on preventing future hate crimes on tion will change the way the Jewish comcampus. Koss comments as much as she munity lives their lives. As she states, “we
would love to answer with education, “No will not be made to be afraid, and if we alamount of sensitivity training or seminars low the hate to push us into the shadows,
will change a hateful person’s mind.”
the hate wins.”
Our best bet, according to Ms. Koss,
According to Koss, the best way to
is to continue to condemn this kind of be- handle hate is to turn it into inspiration to
havior as a campus community, with the be proud of who you are. Whether you’re
help of the administration. The hope is Jewish, African American, Asian, Latino,
that justice will be served in order to com- Caucasian, Native American, embrace
municate the message that discrimination your roots.

SOLA promotes diversity and
support for Latinx students
Student Union mainly due to shared goals.
Mexican and Latin Americans have
made headlines recently due to The U.S.
government’s continued presence at the
Millersville university has many stu- U.S. Mexican border, and a caravan of
dent organizations catering to the needs 2,000 South American Migrants making
of minority students, and representatives their way toward the border, according to
from some of these clubs shared their the Washington Post.
thoughts on the work they do for these stuThe Post reported on Oct. 17 that the
dents; and how important their efforts are President had even considered reinstatgiven the national spotlight recent events ing family separation at the Mexican borhave placed on these underrepresented der in response to the carvan’s presence
groups.
around Honduras.
According
to
the
Millersville
Pironti dismissed the President’s inwebsite,The Society on Latino Affairs creased rhetoric concerning border secu(SOLA) seeks to “unify all cultures,” though rity related to the migrant caravan as “not
focuses mainly on promoting understand- a threat.” “Nobody’s scared,” she said, “being of Latino students. Public relations cause they’re not going to stop fighting for
chair Xena Pironti describes the club as what they believe in.”
“very diverse” and frequently partners
According to Pironti, SOLA’s memwith other organizations such as the Black bership has grown in recent years. She
expressed optimism for continued growth, especially in
light of the modern political
climate.”minorities feel [President] Trump is against us,”
she said.” She stated that, “we
must work harder, [and] more
diligently, to get our voices
out.”
Pironti said that SOLA’s
office door is always open and
welcome to any students. The
club meets regularly, often
focused around a theme and
aimed towards both spreading information and having
fun. Their latest meeting centered on the Day of The Dead
PHOTO COURTESY OF MILLERSVILLE UNIVERSITY in honor of the then recent
holliday.
Members of SOLA pose for a photo at one of

COLIN VANDEN BERG
Head Copy Editor

their first meetings.
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CLASSROOM PROCEDURES FOR
SCHOOL SHOOTINGS

JULIA WALTERS
Features Editor

The abysmal shootings that constantly occur across the country are similar to an epidemic that has no cure.
It almost seems as if they occur mere
weeks after the previous one, causing Americans throughout the country to fear for our
lives even when going about our daily activities.
While no one is free from this sometimes
paralyzing fear, students specifically have expressed extreme discontent with the direction
our country is moving toward.
As schools and college campuses have
been a target again and again, it is hard to remain on school grounds and feel completely
at ease.
The classroom is supposed to be a place
where students can and should feel safe to
learn and engage themselves in various areas
of study; to grow as independent people and
start the process of transforming into a fullfledged adult, ready to take on the world. It
is a complex process; one that feels overshadowed by the potential panic that could happen
at any time.

Whereas there used to be a sense of distance that comes with hearing about a tragedy, with every subsequent news story about a
shooting that makes headlines, it gets harder
and harder to feel distant. Now, it seems that
students mostly just have feelings of panic,
wondering if such an event could happen
right here on our campus and when.
While no student should ever have to
worry about such an awful event, it is nevertheless imperative that all students and faculty understand what to do if there ever was a
shooter in the classroom and what the procedure would entail.
It is imperative to call 911 straight away;
however, in the space between calling 911 and
when law enforcement actually arrives on the
scene, there are specific steps that those in
danger should follow according to the Department of Homeland Security. The general rule
is to “Run, Hide, Fight.”
If the shooter is in the general vicinity,
students should “have an escape route and
plan in mind, leave belongings behind, [and]
keep hands visible.” No one should ever escape an area without knowing exactly where
they will go. The best way to escape is to have
a route already planned out mentally and exe-

cuting it as fast as possible. Taking belongings
would only slow down the person attempting
to escape and should be left behind. Keeping
the hands visible is important because law
enforcement need to be certain that there is
nothing being held that could be mistaken for
a gun.
Sometimes evacuation is not possible. If
this is the case, the next step is to find a hiding
place where the shooter is less likely to spot
someone. The hiding place should be out of
the shooter’s view as much as possible. The
next step is to block entry to the door so the
shooter cannot intrude. Remaining quiet is
one of the most important things to remember
if someone is in hiding. Make sure any phones
are set to silent so they don’t accidentally go
off and alert the shooter of the hiding place.
As a last resort, the last thing to do in
an active shooter situation is to fight. This is
only supposed to be used if there are no other
options available and a life is in immediate
danger. In this case, fighting would mean attempting to disable the shooter by acting with
aggression, throwing items at him/her, and
trying to find other things to use as weapons
against the shooter.
The most important thing in this situation

is to know if faculty are aware of what to do in
this situation. Professors are the leaders of the
classroom. Students follow their lead in any
type of traumatic situation and as such, they
should know how to act and how to instruct
their students.
Here at Millersville, it seems that the
trend leans toward that faculty do not quite
know the general protocol for active shooter
situations. Dr. Talor Walsh, professor of Geology and Earth Sciences, exemplified this, saying “If there is a policy, I don’t know what it is.
I guess I would just pray.”
Other members of the faculty responded
similarly. Dr. Elizabeth Thyrum, professor of
psychology, stated “I do not know of a policy.
I understand the University Police conducts
trainings and promote A.L.I.C.E: Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, and Evacuate. I would
lock the classroom doors and ask the students
to gather near a wall in the classroom away
from doors and windows. Perhaps turn out
the lights.”

Continue reading on thesnapper.com

Dr. Wiest
Bridging the
bi-partisan gap challenges public
perception of mass
shootings
JARED KISH
Sports Editor

Recent events that have taken place
here on campus and around the world have
sparked some major controversy. Hate crimes
here on campus and two mass shootings in
Pittsburgh and Thousand Oaks have left a
lot of people wondering what can be done to
change and prevent heinous acts like these.
It seems like time and time again massive
shootings occur and yet nothing gets done. The
response goes like “hope and prayers go out
to the victims, keep them in your thoughts.”
Something needs to change though. At a time
where the country is divided, change needs to
be put in place and contributions from both
sides will be crucial in making that happen.
The Democrats have recently taken over
the House of Representatives in the midterm
elections and they vow to push across legislation that will improve gun violence.
Nancy Pelosi, a Democrat from California, wants to lead the charge in changing gun
laws and making them stricter in states that
don’t have as tough of laws like the boarding
states around California. Democrats might be
able to get the ball rolling through the House,
but the Senate is where they might hit some
bumps. The Senate is still ruled by Republicans and President Trump has promised to
“protect the Second Amendment.”
Democrats are confident that stricter
laws will come. They do know they will face
push back from a Republican Senate and
White House but with Democrats taking over
the House they feel its headway into making
changes to preventing mass shootings in the
future.
In the wake of the tragedies in Pittsburgh
and Thousand Oaks, here at Millersville University the community has witnessed acts of
hate. An unknown person wrote “I hate Jews”
in a bathroom while another unknown person one day later sprayed derogatory racerelated graffiti against black people. Hate
crimes are by no means acceptable on a col-

lege campus and even on a national scale, but
here at Millersville being four hours from
Pittsburgh, the hate crimes feel too close to
home.
Even though these recent events here on
campus did not involve a gun there is still a
grieving process that comes after it.
Head of the college Republicans at Millersville Amy Koss, when asked what can be
done so students feel safe here on campus she
said “Advocate for each other. Even if you are
not Jewish or African American these comments did not affect you individually, be a
resource, be a voice, and make sure your fellow Marauders who were impacted by these
words feel supported every step of the way.”
Senior Krystal Floyd said “In all honesty,
if the students wrote those hateful messages
were caught, I think that they should be expelled. Millersville isn’t a super diverse campus, but students of color and marginalized
groups shouldn’t feel unsafe when they’re
doing something as normal going to the bathroom and seeing that written on a wall.”
Floyd also believes that education is the
best option from preventing hate crimes here
on campus.
She stated, “Education is at the core of
fighting ignorance. To prevent this, there
should be a mandatory diversity workshop
that every student must attend at some point
in the semester and learn about racism and
discrimination and do an exercise on it. A lot
of ignorance is born out of miscommunication and lack of education, so I do think that
could help. I’ve seen racist people change
when they finally learn about other world
views and history.”
There may be no way to prevent hate
crims like these, but that does not justify these
crimes being committed. Koss said, “Humanity has always found a way to hurt others, no
matter the lack of resources.”
Change should always follow tragic
events, it’s going to take participation from
both sides to bridge the gap and come up with
a solution.

JARED HAMELOTH
News Editor

Mass shootings feel commonplace in
American news media. Almost every day it
seems like another massacre pops up on social
media. Julie Wiest, author and Associate Professor of Sociology at West Chester University,
wants to change that perception.
Dr. Wiest held a presentation on mass
murders and media coverage on Monday
night. The presentation relied on her research
that she conducted with co-author Jack Levin
for their new book, “The Allure of Premeditated Murder.”
Dr. Carrie Smith, who is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Millersville, gave the introduction. She mentioned how she met Wiest
in an airport shuttle years ago, and that they
have been friends ever since. “Now would be a
good time to boo,” Smith joked, referring to the
fact that Wiest is from a “competing” PASSHE
school.
Her research and book focuses on the
public’s perception of mass shootings and how
media coverage of these events shapes how
we think. One of the big ideas she presented
was debunking the feeling that mass shootings happen all the time; she says that public
perception has dramatically outran how often shootings happen, and that the number is
much lower than we think.
One of the main causes for this inflated
number is how prevalent shooting reports
are in American media. “Crime and violence
has a major role in our entertainment media,”
Wiest explained regarding how America idolizes crime in television, movies, and news cycle. She says that when the media does cover

shootings, they often fail to put the killings
into context: the journalists offer the fear and
anguish of the event, without offering the idea
that these shootings are much more rare than
we think, and that most Americans will never
be directly affected by them.
She explained that on average, 14 mass
shootings happen every year, with about 50 fatalities. She said that the recent spike for 2017
was due to the large numbers of people killed
in Las Vegas shooting. Only 15 percent of these
shootings happen in a public space; 50 percent
happen inside the home, making it the most
common place for mass killings in the U.S.
The repetitive bad news cycle affects us
by repeating the mantra that these events are
common and that we should be fearful. Wiest
urges against this presentation in the media:
“it causes people to fear and have anxiety. . .
they are scared for no reason.” This is an instance of “mean world syndrome.” When we
see these horrible events happening on social
media and television, the more likely we are to
believe that the world is a terrible place.
While we shouldn’t be constantly afraid
and anxious about these events happening to
us, that doesn’t mean there isn’t a problem.
People are still dying, and these shootings are
affecting families.
There doesn’t seem like any immediate solutions, even considering gun control; the solutions that we have to come up with will take
time legislatively, and socially. But it’s also important to not inflate the number of shootings
in the our minds, because it will cause unnecessary panic and anxiety.
To combat this perception, limiting the
glorification of mass killings in the media
seems like a good place to start.

Glorification of mass shooters needs to end
KAYLEE REX
Managing Editor
Approximately one third of all mass
shootings around the world take place in
the United States according to a study of 171
countries conducted by Dr. Adam Lankford at
the University of Alabama. As the number of
mass shootings in the United States continues
to climb, many news organizations and journalists refuse to name the perpetrators. CNN’s
Anderson Cooper chooses not to name mass
killers, often explaining his beliefs throughout his coverage of mass shootings.
The Daily Wire no longer publishes
names or photographs of mass shooters. “We
will not contribute to the unintentional glorification of shooters themselves by giving
their names and faces airtime. Instead, we
will continue to focus on the victims of such
awful attacks, and the heroes who all too often must give themselves to stop them,” says

Ben Shapiro, a journalist for The Daily Wire.
Several campaigns including Don’t Name
Them and No Notoriety encourage other media influencers to follow Anderson Cooper
and The Daily Wire’s lead.
According to the Don’t Name Them campaign, naming the shooter can create a contagion effect by motivating future shootings.
According to Dr. Sherry Towers’s research,
school shootings and mass killings had an average contagious period of 13 days. Although
she cannot prove that withholding the killer’s
name will reduce contagion, she thinks that
focusing on victims could make shootings less
likely. Her research also found that approximately 30% of mass killings were potentially
inspired by previous mass killings. Detailed,
24 hour media coverage could be a possible
factor for the copycat acts.
“While reporting the “who” of news is a
standard journalistic practice, there is growing debate regarding the extent to which the

perpetrators of mass shootings should be
named, pictured, and discussed in news media coverage,” says Dr. Nicole Smith Dahmen.
Her study found that on a photos-per-individual basis, the coverage gave more attention
to the mass killers than to individual victims.
A recent survey conducted by Dahmen
looked at 1,300 United States daily print journalists and found that many of them were
unaware or ambivalent about the connection
between media coverage of mass shootings
and the contagion effect. Many journalists
covered in the survey were supportive of the
way in which mass murderers are typically
covered, such as the inclusion of a photo and
publishing statements, manifestos, and the
name of the murderer.
“Although the Society of Professional
Journalists’ Code of Ethics encourages news
media members to seek truth and report it,
the code also emphasizes moral imperatives
to ‘balance the public’s need for information

against potential harms’ and ‘avoid pandering to lurid curiosity,’ says Dahmen.
The Code of Ethics also instructs journalists to consider the long-term implications,
extended reach, and permanence of their
publication.
Forensic psychologist and founder of the
Threat Assessment Group, Dr. Park Dietz also
urges the media to rethink how they cover
mass shootings. “The longer we continue the
coverage, the more colorful, emotionallyarousing and biographical about the shooter
that coverage is, the more imitators we’ll attract,” said Dietz. “That segment of the audience is people that are depressed and suicidal, people who are angry and blaming others
for their problem – perhaps because they
are paranoid – and people who are armed or
know how to get armed.”

Continue reading on thesnapper.com
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HONORING OUR VETERANS
JARED HAMELOTH
News Editor

Millersville held a “Run,
Walk, Roll” event in the quad
on Monday, Nov. 12 in support of the Veterans Victory
House. The marathon-esque
event was organized by the
Department of Campus Recreation along with the Veterans Resource Center.
Dr. Wubah welcomed
everyone to the event at
4:00 p.m. after the Millersville ROTC’s Color Guard
presented the colors while

the national anthem played.
He talked about the history
of Millersville veterans and
about how they are part of
the campus community, and
then pronounced the start of
the event. “Today we walk,
run, and roll in their honor!”
Yvonne Deblois, who is
an administrator at the Veterans Resource Center, was the
lead event organizer. “There
is a relatively small number
of veterans on campus, and
they are spread across a lot
of different departments,
so they don’t always know
about each other. This event

gives them a little bit of visibility and lets them connect
with each other.”
Deblois mentioned that
this was a community building exercise as much as it
was a way to raise awareness
and funds for the Victory
House. “We had to make sure
that the event supported veterans. Veterans like to help
other veterans.” While the
final goal is to promote and
financially support the VVH,
there was a strong personal
relationship element to the
event. The Veterans Victory
House is an organization that
supports veterans by providing permanent housing solutions for homeless veterans.
Three veterans in particular stood out during the
event: two guys wearing booty shorts, and a cheerful lady
running in between them.
Jess Shingara, Toan Tran,
and Christopher Barns are
all from different branches
of service, but they shared a
common experience on Monday: they were happy that
there was even an event that
they could go to in honor of
Veterans Day.
“I think it’s a really great
event. In the past, Millersville hasn’t really done anything more than a Facebook
post,” Shingara said. She
wasn’t expressing particular

TOP AND LEFT PHOTOS: JAY LINDBLAD - ABOVE: JARED HAMELOTH/SNAPPER
Millersville held a Veterans Day “Run, Walk, Roll” event on Monday, celebrating the
community’s veterans and their service. Pictured above from left to right: Toan Tran,
Jess Shingara, and Christopher Barns. All three are veterans and participated in the
event to show support for the Veterans Victory House, which helps homeless vets
find permanent housing.
displeasure with Millersville,
but talked more about how
veterans and their needs, especially homeless veterans,
are often overlooked. She
mentioned that this run was
a way to get the general university public involved, and

not just the vets that already
have a close bond.
“So we try and support
it and give it attention,” Tran
said as his beard flew in
the cold wind. The group of
three then sped up, trying to
catch up with other veterans

running around the circle
track of the quad. Luminaries were placed along the
path; each one had the name
of a Millersville Veteran on it,
or any veteran that a student
wanted to honor, in support
of their service.

Harrisburg holds rally in support of Robert Mueller
CARLY O’NEILL
Associate News Editor

Thousands of protesters nationwide
came together on Thursday, Nov. 8 to protest
President Trump’s firing of Attorney General, Jeff Sessions. Protestors fear Trump’s
new appointment of acting Attorney General
Matthew Whitaker, will compromise Robert
Muller’s Russia investigation.
The political action committee MoveOn
organized well over a hundred “Nobody Is
Above the Law” protests taking place at 5
p.m. across the nation, outside of city halls,
federal courthouses, in parks and on downtown streets and university grounds.
MoveOn hosted one of their “Protect
Muller” protests outside of the capitol building in central Harrisburg, where political activist gathered together to speak out against
President Trump’s interference with the Justice Department’s inquiry into the Russian
meddling of the 2016 election.
From a former Republican mayor who
switched political parties not long after
Trump took office, to three women who have

ran for office in the local area, these prior political figures joined the outcry to speak out
against injustice.
Protesters came with homemade signs
reading “Nobody Is Above the Law,” “Protect
Muller,” “Hands off Muller,” and “Whitaker
Recuse” that they held proudly while CBS 21
took pictures and interviewed some of the
participants.
Donald Trump has rallied these concerns
by appointing a new Attorney General after
the firing of Jeff Sessions without the Senate’s
approval.
Trump’s new acting Attorney General,
Matthew Whitaker, was openly hostile towards the Robert Muller investigation on TV
and social media outlets, according to the
New York Times.
He also wrote an opinion article for CNN
with a headline reading “Mueller’s Investigation of Trump Is Going Too Far.” Whitaker
then suggested Rod Rosenstein “order Mueller to limit the scope of his investigation.”
Now Matthew Whitaker will oversee the
Russia investigation, which raises questions
of whether he will be quick to shut it down or
delay the ongoing investigation.

CARLY O’NEILL/SNAPPER
Protesters speak out against Trump on Thursday, Nov. 8. The rally was called the
“Nobody is Above the Law” protest and took place right outside of the Capitol
Building in Harrisburg. The nationwide event was organized to show support for the
continued integrity of the investigation into Russian meddling of the 2016 election.
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Dr. Carol Hepfer wins Educator of the Year
ALEXANDER BERSHTEIN
Staff Writer
The annual Educator
of the Year Award was bestowed upon Dr. Carol Hepfer for her dedication to her
students and advisees both
in and outside the classroom.
This honor is presented to
faculty on campus, who have
dedicated themselves to their
students, both undergraduate and graduate, through
teaching and advising.
Dr. Hepfer is a professor
in genetics, as well as cell and
molecular biology. She has
been a member of the university faculty since 1982. Soon
after, there were newfound
understandings of molecular biology and genetics regarding the mechanisms and
therein the ability to manipulate the genes. She became
involved in changing the curriculum to include these new
findings of those subjects, as
well as the technology used.
Hepfer is very fond of
the research projects and
publications that she and her

students have worked on,
as well as the collaborations
with other universities, including Franklin & Marshall,
Hershey, and Penn State. Currently, she is looking forward
to a study abroad course in
Maine with Dr. Thompson,
and is eager to adventure
with her students to collect
specimens, which she has
done for the past three summers.
Dr. Hepfer explained
that she knew little of the
requirements or methods
of registering for the award
prior to being awarded. After the nomination, she was
asked to give a summary of
her accomplishments as an
educator, but the hardest
part for her was asking for
references, as she admitted
that she is hesitant on asking
for favors, explaining, “It’s
not easy for me to ask people
to do things for me. I think
that is true for a lot of people.
You don’t want to go and ask,
‘Can you do me a favor, and
take a lot of time and write
these things for me?’”

It felt queasy, but to her
surprise she had colleagues
and students that jumped
at the chance. Hepfer mentioned that it meant a lot to
her for students willing to go
above and beyond.
When asked what the
Educator of the Year Award
represented for her, Dr. Hepfer believed it was symbolic
of methods of teaching. She
explained, “The best part for
teaching for me has really
been being able to sit down
one on one, and act more
like a coach for a student,
or someone that helps them
realize their potential, realize how to get to their goals.
That’s probably the most rewarding thing.”
For Dr. Hepfer, educating is about the relationship
with students. Even beyond
college, those students have
stayed in touch. To her this
reward represents the recognition of being an educator
by touching the lives of her
students and colleagues at
Millersville University.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAROL HEPFER
Dr. Carol Hepfer was awarded Educator of the Year this month. Hepfer is a professor
in genetics, as well as cell and molecular biology.

Celebrating historical firsts in U.S. politics
CARLY O’NEILL
Associate News Editor
The midterm elections that took place
on Tuesday, Nov. 6 broke barriers for the
Democrats who took back control of the
House, as well as men and women of different races.
This is a recap some of the key results
from election day, where this year’s turnout was at least 10 percent higher than it
was for the 2014 midterms, according to
U.S. News.
For the Senate race in Pennsylvania,
Democrat Bob Casey defeated his Republican opponent Lou Barletta by a close call
of 635,995 more votes.

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf
won reelection, defeating Republican
Scott Wagner by a leading 834,944 more
votes.
For Lancaster county, Pennsylvania’s
11th Congressional District Lloyd Smucker won reelection for the House of Representatives against his Democratic challenger Jess King. Smucker won over 59
percent of the locals votes or 48,004 more
votes than King, according to York Daily
Record.
In the 36th District for the Senator in
the General Assembly, Republican candidate Ryan Aument wins reelection by
a difference of 52,309 votes against his
Democratic opponent, Bill Troutman.

CNN estimated that “at least 100
women would win House races, with 35
women newly elected to the House and
65 female incumbents.” Overall the 2018
midterms mark an historical moment in
political history for men and women of all
ages, races, and sexual preferences.
Some of the historic firsts elected during the 2018 midterm elections::

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Youngest woman to be
elected into Congress

Letitia James

First black woman Attorney
General
k

or
New Y

Jahana Hayes

First black Congresswoman

Connecticut

Joe Neguse

First black Congressman

Jared Polis

Ayanna Pressley

First black Congresswoman

First openly gay man
elected for Governor

Colorado

Massachusetts

Veronica Escobar

First Latina Congresswoman

Sylvia Garcia

First Latina Congresswoman

Keith Ellison

First Muslim statewide
elected official

Texas

Ilhan Omar

First Muslim
Congresswoman

Rashida Tlaib

Angie Craig

First lesbian mother
Congresswoman

Minnesota

First Muslim
Congresswoman
Michigan

Have an eye for news? Contact the News Editor at news@thesnapper.com
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Tired of dealing with
White House drama
dent. The precedent that is being set here is
this: if Trump does not like you, you leave.
Trump is the worst president that this country has seen since the countries founding.
I am fed up with the President of the His rhetoric has led to a divided country.
United States of America, Donald Trump. White nationalism is a common occurrence
This latest insult to journalists everywhere lately. Even here on Millersville University
is more icing on a cake that is icing at this grounds there have been instances of this. I
point. Jim Acosta, CNN White house cor- am referencing the vandalism of bathroom
respondent, has had his press pass to the stalls on campus.
white house revoked. He is no longer able to
I realize some will think I am being too
go to press events at the white house.
harsh; to that I have this to say, he is the
The reason for this is because he was president, and he should be the standard
doing his job; he was asking the president bearer of morals and ethical behavior. Acosquestions about the so called invasion from ta is another straw a part of the last straws
a caravan of immigrants. Trump, insisting it that I have had with Trump. He calls my prowas an invasion moved on. Acosta then at- fession enemies of the people.
tempted to ask a question about the Russia
All except for Fox news, which I do not
interference in the 2016 election. Trump an- even consider a newsworthy company anyswered with, “I’ll tell you what: CNN should more. CNN is a newsworthy company and
be ashamed of itself having you working for they are doing what the press’s purpose
them,” Trump said. “You are a rude, terrible is. They are not perfect, but then again, no
person. You shouldn’t be working for CNN.” news organization can be 100 percent unbiThe sad truth to this is that Trump is the ased. This is because we as humans cannot
rude, terrible person. I have been watch- exist without bias.
ing, as I am sure many Americans have,
CNN says this about Acosta on his bio
the rapid decline in sanity for the presi- page on their website, “Jim Acosta is CNN’s
chief White House correspondent,
currently covering the Trump administration and previously covered the Obama administration
from the White House and around
the world. He regularly covers
presidential press conferences, visits by heads of states, and issues
impacting the Executive Branch of
the federal government.” It is there
in his bio, he is supposed to be at
press conferences. Trump does not
like Acosta, which you can tell from
the quote from the President saying Acosta is a terrible person.
That is something about Trump
I cannot stand, he is blind to fact
and science. There is so much the
president could be doing to make
the world a better place. Instead,
he has thrown America back a few
decades. People are out there fighting for their rights that they already had. Trump’s administration
is one of blindness and fear, and
PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS he will not change. No matter what
the American people do, he will not
The White House should be the home of dignity.
change.

NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Markiplier (left), and PewDiePie (right), examples of new media influencers.

An open letter to influencers...
JASON HERTZ
Multimedia Editor

Dearest online Influencers,
We love the endless hours of entertainment you bring us. Your DIY videos make
building Ikea shelves possible without a degree in foreign language and culture. Your
self-immolating antics engender as much
laughter for us now as America’s Funniest
Home Videos did in our youths. And your attempts to live lavish celebrity lives let us vent
our own lived frustrations in ruthless gossip
of the most dehumanizing degree our sleepless minds can summon on Twitter waiting
for the bus at 5:40 AM.
We do not mind whether you are a selfless entertainer at heart or are just running
an honest business. The one thing we do
mind, however, is when you target children
as an easy audience to bounce autoplay videos between. You know who you are. Not the
influencers who can move us with a single
overacted reaction to a Game of Thrones
season finale; but the manipulators. Those
who create films of animated men yelling
gibberish at equally, poorly animated babies
to justify using catch-all-advertisers tags for
the YouTube algorithm. Those who scream,
and bounce, and wear low cut tops in their
DXRacer chairs for hours a day on Twitch
just to trap the lonely into getting their comment heard, by way of pay to post donation
schemes. And those who steal beloved, storied characters like Elsa and Spiderman
to throw together in innocence-killing onscreen abominations, just to get a few horrified seconds of paid views from little girls
and boys.

Most online media outlets have little to
no content protections for parents and children. At best, the systems in place are reactionary, relying on user submissions of complaints to purge predatory productions after
the damage is done. At worst, they excuse
themselves of responsibility, hiding behind
protests of creator freedoms or the need to
regulate by way of tagging algorithms alone
due to audience size. So, it falls on users of
the platforms to police them and I, on behalf
of we, want to say this: please do not go down
a path we cannot follow.
YouTube created a wonderful new frontier of citizen creation outside of monetary
gain or investment gates. For the first time in
the history of democracy common folk had
the ability to share their perspectives, stories,
and imaginations directly with each other
without limits or filters. Twitch and Patreon
opened the door for audience-sponsorship of
entertainers and artists, which was historically the domain of the rich, powerful, and
socially influential. And now we have arrived at the moment when our heroes have
lived long enough to see themselves become
the villains.
Should you find yourself in the influencer seat, consider why you are doing what you
do. Keep your relationship with your viewers to a simple exchange the length of each
video. Let your audience choose you and
leave them feeling good about themselves,
not you. Create what you love, and your audience will respond to that positivity and
reward you in kind. Be an influencer, not a
manipulator. And thanks for all the cats.
Seriously,
Your Viewers

Mickayla Miller
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Letters to the Editor

The Snapper welcomes letters to
the editor submitted by students, faculty,
staff, alumni and community members.
Letters
should
be
exclusive to The Snapper. We do not
publish open letters or third-party letters.
Letters
should
preferably
be
150 to 175 words, should refer to
an article that has appeared in the
Snapper, and must include the writer’s
address and phone numbers.
The Snapper reserves the right to
approve, edit or reject any submissions.

Robert Spicer
Faculty Adviser

Passionate about something and want to write? Contact the Opinion Editor at opinion@thesnapper.com
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Thanksgiving Favorites Crossword

Clues
Across
4. It is, unfortunately, that time
of the year
7. These Irish classics are pretty
sweet
12. The breading here
really feels corny
13. Ed from Ed, Edd,and Eddy
had a bath tub full of this
14. There is a taxidermy use for
this
15. Greasy protein crush

Down
1. This pie was shot from my
head with a bow and arrow
2. Alcoholic at points in time
3. Wait, this corn was good
when Grandma made it!
5. A staple at every
thanksgiving meal
6. A tartness that is accepted
only at Thanksgiving
8. Gobble gobble
9. I believe in this con job
enitrely too much
10. Basically sweet potatoes
11. Wait, this can be a pie!?

Crossword by Alexander Bershtein
Lena-Approved!

Create an atmosphere for acceptance and love

ABI RISSER
Associate Opinion Editor

Hearing about a mass shooting, hate crime, or Neo-Nazi
activity in the news that have
become the norm when reading, watching, and/or listening
to media outlets. These are a
short list of examples of disasters faced in our society that
we have become accustomed
to.
When hearing about a new
one, many people understand
the tragedy and horror, but the
shock factor is lost, and it’s sim-

ply added to the list.
Many even think it’s unlikely that something like a mass
shooting, hate crime, or NeoNazi activity would even happen near or around them; often everyone has thought this
at some point, even the people
affected by these events until
the day it happens.
For example, Millersville got
a taste of hate when MU Police
found swastikas and hateful
phrases written on public campus locations. To those most
targeted by these actions, as
well as those in communities

that are typically hate crime
and mass shooting targets, it
can be terrifying to have swastikas appear on campus.
Additionally, in this political
climate as well as the stressful environment that college
can harbor whether it be the
stress of grades, debt, or social
acceptance, there is the possibility for someone to “snap”, or
break, at any point in time.
What is trying to be conveyed is that Millersville University may become victim to
troubling times in the future,
but until that day comes, it is

Sometimes, food stamps just
aren’t enough to live on

important that we, students,
professors, and other staff,
come together to form a greater sense of community on campus.
Campus needs to be a place
where no one feels left out,
unsafe, or marginalized whatsoever.
The word ‘community’ is defined as a group of people living in the same place or with
similar characteristics.
Another definition, however, describes community as a
feeling of fellowship or friendship with others. A majority of

NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor
I am on social security for having autism
and I receive food stamp benefits. While I appreciate the government helping me with my
money issues; the programs are not enough.
This is not because of want or need on my
part, but because I receive a little less than
150 dollars a month on food stamps. I have
to be careful throughout the month with my
food stamps. Is this enough money to get all
the food that I would need for a month? In my
experience, it is not. In fact, it does not come
close.
A rough calculation of how much a meal
costs revealed that I use around eight dollars
a meal. Granted, this is a rough estimate and
I would state that the range is somewhere
between five and eight dollars a meal. This
is wholly dependent on what I eat. If I eat
healthier, it tends to be in the upper end of
the estimate, but if I eat not as healthy, it tends
to be lower. Sometimes I can get away with
three dollars per meal. Taking into account
that lunch and dinner are usually bigger than
breakfast, I can say I spend three dollars on
breakfast. Five to eight dollars is how much on

my lunch and dinner spending.
If we use this estimate and apply it to a
week we get 21 for one week of breakfasts and
70 a week for lunch and dinner. Combined
that is 91 for one week of meals. Knowing that
I have to limit intake though forces me to not
eat as much food as I would like. More often, I
get cheaper, less-healthy food. Looking at food
prices for the more expensive stuff I estimate
that a week’s worth of healthier meals costs
about 180 dollars. Again, this is a estimate. I
only get less than 150 a month. So, I am forced
to eat food that is not as healthy for me. The
unhealthy options put me at around 80 a week
on average.
Two weeks then equal 160 dollars which
is about thirty more than what I get from food
stamps. I can make this work. I also want to
emphasis that I am not complaining. I am concerned though that the federal government
thinks that this is enough. Never mind that
this is the low part of the estimate. The food
stamp program needs looked at, but I doubt it
would be by the current administration.
Those who have to live on SSI benefits as
well as food stamps do not have it easy. Contrary to some popular belief. We are trying our
best, but sometimes what we get is not enough.
This is something to think about.

acceptance, kindness, and
friendliness to everyone. As
a community, no one should
feel like an outcast or that they
have no one here that cares
about them.
Just showing small acts of
kindness each day in every
person to person interaction
can change lives and bring the
campus community closer.
Having a sense of unity is
what is needed to combat the
hate and violence in the world
we live in and is the only way
we’re going to keep our campus safe.

When in doubt, (fact)
check it out
NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FLICKR
Food stamps are a great help to many people, but sometimes it is not enough.

the year is spent at Millersville
university by those living or
working on campus, making it
a highly impactful part of said
individuals lives.
Many of us are here for more
than just a shift or classes, and
if there isn’t a positive sense of
community all around, it can
become a place that people despise.
wEspecially in this climate
of violence, forming cliques
and expressing dislike towards
groups of people cannot be
how we live on campus.
Coming together means

In the era of President
Donald Trump there has been
a resurgence of the term, fake
news, and it is startling to
learn how much he uses the
term. Back in January of this
year, CNN, ran a story stating
that Trump used a “fake insult” at least once a day. Fake
news, in a Trump definition, is
a news story that makes him
look bad. What the American
people need to do now is fact
check the news themselves.
Trump’s rhetoric against the
media has been unfortunate,
at the very least.
The CNN article stated,
“In the run-up to the 2016
election, ‘fake news’ was a
term used by researchers and
journalists to describe hoaxes
that were designed to deceive
people. These made-up stories are typically promoted
via social media, either to
make money or spread propaganda.” Now, after Trump has
used the term so much incorrectly that the definition has
changed.

There are many ways that
people can fact check; the only
issue is that there are some
that do not have the time to
do so. A quick way to check
on an article that sounds off is
a website called Snopes. They
are a group that fact checks a
lot of the major news stories
as well as stories that go viral
on platforms such as Twitter
or Facebook. This is a quick
and easy way to double check
everything that is published
online.
Another way is to check
the credentials of the website
that the information is coming from. If the website is a
legitimate one, they will have
many ways to check their legitimacy.
It is important to understand that in the Trump era of
politics and news, consumers
must be vigilant about what
they are looking at. There are
media corporations that have
political agenda’s and it is unreasonable to think that they
will not have those. It is like a
single person. A single person
cannot remain 100 percent
objective and it is unrealistic
to think that news outlets are

different.
It is a well-known fact
that Fox has a conservative
slant and the NBC groups
have a liberal one. CNN is also
known to have a liberal slant
when it comes to political
coverage. This does not mean
that they are the enemy of
the people, as the President
has said many times. The
President saying these types
of words is a dangerous precedent. The press is meant to
protect the people by informing the people. The recent revoking of Jim Acosta’s, CNN
White House correspondent,
press pass is another dangerous precedent. It is a dangerous time to be in America and
be a journalist that has taken
a stance against the Trump
administration.
The American people
can help the country by fact
checking their stories and not
be so quick to share something that sounds odd. It does
not take long, but it is imperative that the American people
do so. It is for the sake of the
country and it is something
that must be done.
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Debunking the myth of the
starving artist
KAYLEE REX
Managing Editor
Artists are all too used to being asked
how they plan on making money, because it
seems to be assumed that going into the arts
is an automatic sentence to life as a starving
artist. With today’s technology, however, it
is easier than ever to make a living in the
field of art and design. Websites like Society6 and Redbubble allow artists to sell and
market their artwork with ease. The art
and design field contains so many diverse
careers, yet this stereotype of the starving
artist still permeates every artist’s life.
“I think a lot of it has to do with how the
United States values artists. They really
don’t. They take it out of the schools when
there’s a budget cut and there’s not a lot of
artist grants in this country compared to
other countries,” says Shauna Frischkorn,
a photography professor at Millersville University.
Jeri Robinson, another Millersville UniPHOTO COURTESY OF MILLERSVILLE UNIVERSITY
versity art professor, heard these unsup- Jeri Robinson, professor of art and design here at Millersville, believes students
portive comments throughout her life.
can find success as long as they’re confident in their skills.
When she told her parents that she was going to school for drawing and design, they
were less than thrilled. Like most parents,
as an artist. She recommends that every art- son accumulated over 20 rare British sheep.
they didn’t think she’d be able to get a job in ist finds a hook that nearly no other artist She harvests their wool, spins it into yarn,
the field.
can replicate.
dyes it, and then sells the yarn to other artLine Bruntse, also an art professor at MillFor example, she knows artists who spe- ists at Flying Fibers’ brick and mortar locaersville University, experienced this stereo- cialize in the art of neon lights or knitting tion in Landisville.
type early in her career as well. “I certainly llamas in unusual situations. Once an artist
When artists are able to market themhad to struggle at times myself. In my drive finds their niche, they can market their spe- selves, a whole world of career options open
to end up in my dream career, I cleaned, cific skills through exhibits, fairs, and web- to them. Shauna Frischkorn, a photography
worked in an after school club, did art- sites.
professor at Millersville University, says that
ists’ residencies all over Europe, worked a
Robinson found her own niche when she it’s all about each artist finding their own
plethora of adjunct positions to finally have opened her yarn business called “Flying Fi- pathway.
amassed enough experience to get hired in a bers.” Her business provides raw materials
tenure track job,” Bruntse remembers.
for other artists in a sustainable and bioArt and crafting isn’t as clear cut as other
Brunste is a legal immigrant from Den- degradable process. She’s always been in- professions. This pathfinding teaches artists
mark, which brought on extra struggles for trigued by color and touch when it came to how to problem solve and do the best they
the aspiring artist. “I always faced the chal- her art, so she though yarn was the perfect can with what they have.
lenge of being in limbo always working on material to create. Over the course of nine
Shauna Frischkorn, whose photography
getting the next visa so I could continue to years since her business has opened, Robin- was recently featured in the Smithsonian
live in this country. Life as a legal immigrant
National Portrait Gallery, also makes her
is stressful enough as it is, always worrying
living through teaching. Many of her stuif I would be turned away. I guess that makes
dents also take the educational path in the
my story one of living the American dream
art field. Shauna has found that this is often
as it used to be defined: Working hard and
because of their parents who believe teachachieve your dream. Because of that hard
ing art is the
work, now I am a citizen, so I never havwe
most secure job in the field, and therefore
to fret over the next visa or green card reencourage their kids to go the safe track,
newal.”
even if the student isn’t necessarily passionThe belief that it isn’t feasible to
ate about teaching.
make a decent living as an artist is damagRobinson suggests that young artists who
ing to aspiring artists. It deters students
are just starting up their brand work side
from wanting to major in art, according to
jobs that pay well but aren’t mentally exRobinson. They are intimidated by the cost
hausting.
of education without the guarantee of makFor example, Robinson would recoming that money back in the future. Robinson
mend working at a place like Starbucks
urges her art students to take up an entrerather than sitting behind a desk at an ofpreneurship minor and step outside their
fice all day. That way, the artist can make
comfort zone. She always classified herself
a living but still have the mental energy to
as an introvert, until she realized she needed
produce their artwork after a day at work.
to market herself in order to make money.
Finding a niche is critical to making a living

“If you are
passionate and
you work hard,
you will find
your way to lead
a creative life”
- Jeri Robinson
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MU ranked
as one of
top 30
northern
schools
DANIEL IRWIN
Staff Writer

No one can deny that Marauder Pride is
missing on campus, but if you need another
reason to be proud of your school, look no
further then U.S. News & World Report’s 2019
school rankings, where your own Millersville
University was rated in the top 30 public institutions in the North!
The U.S. News system uses sixteen categories to evaluate academic quality and rank
them accordingly.
These categories cover statistics such as
student retention and graduation rates as well
as quality of faculty.
This ranking and included school profile
allows prospective students and families to
compare different schools, learn where they
excel, and choose a school that is the best fit
for them.
In addition to the rankings on U.S. News,
Millersville will also be featured in “Best Colleges 2019” guidebook.
Millersville President Dr. Wubah commented on this honor, saying “Millersville University’s ranking among the top 30 public universities in the North reflects our commitment
to high-quality educational outcomes. We have
a lot to be proud of and much to which we can
aspire.”
Most can agree with President Wubah that
Millersville has some wonderful and committed people working for its future and the future
of all the students on campus.
I encourage you to take a moment over
the next few days to personally thank all your
wonderful professors and administration here
at Millersville for making the campus such a
great place to live and go to school.
Students are very grateful for all the time
and hard work they have put into Millersville
and, as students, it is imperative to live up to
this great honor that has been bestowed upon
the University.
This is a time for great pride in our school,
but also a chance to look forward to years that
will come and think about how we can continue to preserve and improve Millersville University for many generation of Marauders to
come!
More information can be found on the
Blogs @ MU news page at: https://blogs.millersville.edu/news/2018/09/10/u-s-news-worldreport-ranking/

‘It’s On Us’ aims to stop sexual violence on campus
portant that we all know
things to do in certain situations to help people out.”
Hyer applies the campaign to his daily life by
stepping in when people
make sexually derogatory
comments in class.
He provided an example in which he overheard
a
classmate
bragging
about having sex with an
inebriated girl at a party.
Hyer was quick to step
in by telling his classmate,
“That’s
obviously
not
cool. Do you understand
that what you’re doing is
rape?”
Hyer stressed that “It’s
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE “IT’S ON US” AT MU FACEBOOK PAGE
important that we show the
The “It’s On Us” campaign at Millersville spreads awareness of sexual
positive things about fraterviolence at this years Purple Carnival.
nity life.”
There have been intion.
SIMREN SHAH
It appeared on Millersville Uni- stances where people have apAssociate Features Editor
versity’s campus two years later. proached Hyer in social settings
asking for help. A young woman
Fraternities generally have a Its purpose was to hold students
approached him and asked how
responsible
for
the
safety
of
their
negative reputation when it comes
she could get help because she had
community
members.
to sexual assault.
recently been sexually assaulted.
Each
semester,
a
“week
of
acThe students in Millersville’s
She became uncomfortable
Acacia fraternity have taken it tion” is held during which advocawhile kissing a guy and wanted
cy
and
awareness
of
sexual
assault
upon themselves to spread awarehim to stop, but he took things
ness about the importance of con- is a main focus.
too far. The resources available to
There
is
a
pledge
that
students
sent through a campaign called
sign each year promising to stand survivors on campus include the
“It’s On Us.”
Title IX office, Health Services, and
Dylan Hyer is the head of the against sexual assault.
counseling services located in Lyle
Hyer
revealed
that
sexual
ascampaign and provided a great
Hall.
sault
resonates
with
him
because,
deal of insight to the campaign’s
Hyer listed Chief Anders from
“I do have many friends and family
relevance.
MUPD as a good person to talk to
members
that
were
unfortunately
The “It’s On Us” campaign
for anyone who wants to report
began nationwide in 2014 under sexually assaulted, so that’s why I
sexual assault.
the Obama and Biden administra- decided to not only be in charge of
When asked to define consent,
the whole thing, but I think it’s im-

Hyer responded, “first of all it has
to be voluntary and freely given
and understood by both parties.”
He explained that consent can
be verbal or non-verbal. Hyer stated, “consent can be taken away at
any time.”
“It’s On Us” does not condone
assumption of consent based on
current or previous relationships.
Intoxication can complicate
consent and Hyer stated that
whether alcohol is involved or not,

people need to “just make sure
you’re on the same page.”
He stressed that “a person who
is too drunk to function cannot
give consent.”
“It’s On Us” is trying to become
a separate group on campus.
The organization accepts all
the support it can get.
If anyone would like to become
involved in the campaign, Dylan
Hyer can be contacted at djhyer@
millersville.edu.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE “IT’S ON US” AT MU FACEBOOK PAGE

Millersville students support the Red Flag Campaign to stop
sexual violence on campus.
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RACHEL ADSHEAD TURNS PASSION INTO PROFESSION
JULIA WALTERS
Features Editor

Here at Millersville, there are many artistic
students with immense talent that goes relatively unnoticed.
With so much beauty around, it’s important
to unravel this and get to know the hard-working and creative artists responsible for contributing to a more beautiful society.
One student at Millersville who exemplifies
creativity and passion for her craft is senior
Rachel Adshead, who is currently in her last
year studying digital journalism with a minor
in criminology.
Enjoying many different mediums of art,
she delves into a bit of everything, including
digital art, watercolors, caricatures, and creative writing.
Her true passion, however, lies in photography. “It’s my #1 thing. I’ll jump back and forth
between different things, but that’s the only one
I haven’t stopped doing.”
Looking back toward her childhood, it
seems as if taking photos has always been a part
of her life. “I’ve loved photography ever since I
was a kid. I used to use my sister’s crappy little
camera just to take pictures and edit them online; that was years ago.”
Now, she has transformed into blooming
her photography businesses and learning to
make her passion into something that can help
financially.
“I started doing it professionally probably
about 5 years ago with weddings, engagements,
and stuff like that.”
Both her and her boyfriend formed a business together, Shutterpunks Photography and
Art: “We do weddings together, family shoots,
things like that. That’s the business side of it.”
While Adshead enjoys weddings for the
most part, she gets the most gratification out of
her more personal shoots.

“I do creative portraits, nature, and landscape stuff too. That’s my favorite thing; I love
it. I don’t get a lot of money for it, which is fine.
It’s more like my art form. If I had more money,
that’s all I would shoot.”
While she does enjoy the editing process,
Adshead states that she likes to leave her images as natural as possible.
“I do edit my pictures, but I don’t touch up
people’s skin or anything like that unless someone specifically asks. I just mess with the lighting and I’ll adjust contrast and lighting and colors.”
She sets herself apart from other photographers based on how she views editing and the
trends that seem to be increasingly on the rise
with exaggerated editing.
“A lot of photographers will overexpose but
I don’t like that. I like it a little darker because
of the mood and emotion. You get a better image; there’s more feeling.”
Adshead doesn’t believe in over-editing her
photos because she doesn’t want to contribute
to a deceivingly perfect society that it isn’t quite
believable.
“I’m so against all those perfect people in
photography. I don’t want that.”
Referring to Instagram models that seem
to be trending all over the app, Adshead disapproves of the excessive retouching and deliberate posing.
“It’s frustrating. I just want to see the real
person because everyone’s beautiful and interesting.”
When Adshead does portrait shoots, she
shies away from the overdone editing and relies mostly on the natural environment and
lighting with minimal adjustments.
What she really cares about is the unique
identity shining through the portrait.
“I really try to pull out people’s personalities in my pictures. It comes out better, I think.
We need more of that.”
Additionally, she doesn’t agree with overediting because of the inadequacy issues it cre-

ates for young people scrolling through social
media and believing they have to attain an unachievable level of perfection that just doesn’t
exist. “It just gives people self-confidence issues.”
Adshead is no stranger to dealing with
struggles of her own, though photography is
one remedy that continually lifts her up. “My
stuff is moody, I feel like. I have a lot of issues
with anxiety and depression, but then I do a creative shoot and I think it just helps. My pictures
come out better, if that makes sense. That’s one
way to channel those feelings.”
There are times when she feels overwhelmed with the business side of photography as well. Shooting weddings, which are allday affairs plus the tedious editing process for
sometimes thousands of pictures, can get tiresome.
“When I’m doing a wedding, I do have a
lot of fun; but it’s the stuff afterwards, people
hounding you for pictures, that drives me nuts.”
Though her passion for it never dies down:
“I do get burned out, but then I do a creative
shoot and I recharge.”
Inspiration comes from multiple platforms
for Adshead. “I like the film noir look so I try to
put some of that into my images.”
Mostly she tries to find the beauty in what
is seemingly mundane.
One of her favorite inspirations, Lisette
Model, a street photographer, “makes ordinary
people look so interesting. That’s what I want
to do.”
Adshead stresses that anyone can create
something great if they want to try their hand
at photography or art in general. “Just put emotion in it. It’s a really cool outlet that’s creative.
Even if you feel like you’re not creative, everyone has some creativity in them”
To find more of Adshead’s tremendous
work, check out her personal blog, RachelAdsheadPhotography.com or her joint business
with her boyfriend, Shutterpunks Photography
and Art.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RACHEL ADSHEAD

NOW LEASING!

3 Bedroom Apartments for the 2018-2019 School year

Conveniently located just steps off Millersville University's Campus

SCHOOL COURT APARTMENTS

HARDWARE LOFTS

NEWPORT TOWNHOMES

3 bedrooms * Spacious living rooms * Roommate friendly bathrooms * Updated kitchens * Parking * Laundry

Apply online today! Most applications accepted within 48 hours.
WWW.COTTAGE-PLACE.COM

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Managed by Prospect Leasing & Management, LLC

717-285-4555
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MILLERSVILLE CHOIR
PASSES THE MIC
The LGBTQ+ community is given a voice in the
new Millersville choir ‘Contra-Treble.’

JOSH RITTBERG

ing years.
Martinez is a male soprano/alto himself and hopes
through this group to “diminish the amount of discrimination and stigma against voice
variants and those who do not
identify as the norm.”
Music is a universal art
and one that has the ability to
bring joy and a sense of community. These are two main

Currently, the group is
working
on Christmas music
Arts and Culture Editor
and probably will do some
caroling around holiday time.
Millersville Junior, Angel
He hopes eventually that
G. Martinez is a music major
his group is viewed as “Just
here at the university, who
another choir, and that its sole
also happens to be transgenidentity is the choir that welder.
comes LGBTQ students.”
After noticing over his
He hopes it includes evtime at the university that
eryone and accepts everyone.
trans and non-binary voices
This group is trying to show
were getting sithat they are just
lenced, he deas much a choir
cided to start his
and part of the
own choir.
music community
This
choir
as everyone else.
is intended to
In terms of
bring together
the
Millersville
those who feel
LGBTQ commulike their voice is
nity,
Martinez
not being heard
wants
to
see
on campus. Mar“More outspoken
tinez says that
students and that
“There are peothey take concern
ple not passing
towards what is
or choose not
happening to the
to transition yet
group.”
they still idenHe hopes for
tify.”
more outspoken
Sadly, we are
students so ultiliving in a world
mately no “disand time where
crimination haptrans, non-binapens and that at
ry and LGBTQ
least Millersville
rights are not
is a safe place.”
being
treated
He hopes that
with respect and
this choir says to
justice.
those in the MillThis makes
ersville commuthis choir more
nity.
PHOTO COURTSEY OF ANGEL MARTINEZ
important
than
“Look
what
ever on campus. Angel Martinez is the founder of the
they can do and
Martinez in- Contra-Trebles
look what their
tends this group
sound can sound
to be less formal
aims of this group.
like regardless of who they
and “more like a family”.
It was not easy as a col- are.”
He hopes for a more “ac- lege student for Martinez to
This choir is still begincepting and nurturing envi- stand up and actively make a ning, but hopefully through
ronment” for this choir.
change. He had to go out and more representation over the
Martinez
believes that actually encourage students to years, this group can serve as
“the music sounds better speak up.
a safe haven for those who are
when it is a family, when there
He hopes that in the fu- LGBTQ to feel loved but also
is cohesion together.”
ture for students “to not be a as a beacon of acceptance and
The choir currently has bystander, because being a by- hope for the Millersville Comfive to six members but he stander and watching things munity.
hopes that there are more happen is just as bad as you
members to join over the com- doing the action.”
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‘Bohemian Rhapsody’

just can’t escape reality

PHOTO COURTSEY OF TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX
Rami Malek as music icon, Freddie Mercury in “Bohemian Rhapsody.”
COLIN VANDEN BERG
Head Copy Editor
In 2016—following five years of false starts
and behind-the-scenes troubles—the producers
of the then newly titled Freddie Mercury biopic “Bohemian Rhapsody” hired Brian Singer
(-Men,” “The Usual Suspects”) to direct, and replaced previous star Sasha Baron Cohen (“Borat”), with Rami Malek (“Mr. Robot”) as Mercury; according to The Wrap.
Fast forward to 2018, when the film finally hit theaters after also replacing Singer with
Dexter Fletcher (“Eddie The Eagle”) six weeks
before wrapping production. The woefully unfocused final product is nevertheless wildly entertaining.
The script by “The Theory of Everything”
and “Darkest Hour” screenwriter Anthony McCarten chronicles the story of Queen—from the
band’s inception to its historic Live Aid concert
in 1985—while also detailing Freddie Mercury’s
(Rami Malek) relationship with his fiancé Mary
Austin (Lucy Boynton, “Sing Street”)
The film’s best moments involve Mercury’s
struggles between his deep personal connections with Mary and his well-publicized homosexuality. These dramatic, well-acted moments
clash tonally with the entertaining but ultimately superfluous scenes involving the other
Queen band members; like lead guitarist Brian
May (Gwilym Lee, “Fresh Meat”), and drummer
Roger Taylor (Ben Hardy, “X-Men Apocalypse”).
The story doesn’t flow exceptionally well: it
moves from one key moment in the band’s career to another, anchored by Malek and Boynton but lacking a sense of urgency/dramatic
tension until the embellished events of the third
act: culminating in the spectacular recreation of
the band’s Live Aid performance.
Every recreated performance or recording
session is electric and worth the price of admission; unfortunately, the lack of forward momentum makes the 133 hour runtime seem even
longer.

The big big takeaway from the movie is
Malek’s spellbinding performance as Mercury.
The Wrap reports that Cohen dropped out because he hoped for a “warts and all” portrayal
of Mercury, which the surviving band members refused to allow and still offer the rights to
Queen’s songs.
Malek truly excels with the aspects of Mercury’s inner turmoil that did end up in the final
cut. Unfortunately, so much of Freddy’s life in
the film revolves around whatever the band was
doing that it skirts the edges of making Malek a
supporting actor in his own movie.
Other outlets like Collider, Indiewire and
MSN describe the band—listed as producers —
as key creative forces in the film’s development.
It’s understandable that influential band members like May and Taylor would want their littleknown contributions displayed in a high-profile
film like this one.
However, Mercury’s story is the most interesting and best acted of the film, making everything else feel comparatively inconsequential. Indiewire reported that Malek had to push
to get certain scenes and characters pivotal to
Mercury’s story to even be in the movie at all.
However, none of the behind the-scenes drama
affects the film’s entertainment level of the film:
It’s long but thoroughly enjoyable from
start to finish. However, the producer-mandated scenes of the band’s contributions distract
from Mercury’s compelling narrative, made
even worse by the fact that each band member’s
personalities apart from Mercury’s are two-dimensional.
Despite its evident technical flaws, “Bohemian Rhapsody’s” captivating musical numbers
and engaging central narrative thoroughly entertains.
Much like the epinonimous song:the movie
falls apart when you think about it too much,
but it’s such a unique and unforgettable experience that it’d be a pity to miss it.

The Chameleon Club brings brutality
back to Lancaster: Part II
NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor
Death metal is an acquired taste,
even for metal heads, but there is one
death metal band that most metal fans
and even some nonmetal fans know.
Cannibal Corpse is a band that
started in the late 80s and continues to
be a pioneer in the death metal genre.
Cannibal Corpse was joined by death
metal band, Hate Eternal, hardcore
group, Harm’s Way and a local death
metal band called Goat Skull Rebellion
on Nov. 5, 2018 at the Chameleon club
in Lancaster.
The concert started as most concerts do with a local band. Goat Skull
rebellion is one of Lancaster’s premiere death metal bands and were
a great addition to this lineup for the
Cannibal Corpse tour.
They played songs from their albums, Drown in the Shadows and their
self-titled album. The best performance
from Goat Skull Rebellion was “The
Darkness in I.” It was a classic death
metal sounding song that really made
the entire second floor of the Chameleon shake.
Harm’s Way was on next and after some technical difficulties with the
drummer the set was pretty good. It
was not amazing, but genre differences left the Chameleon club attendees
semi-confused. Harm’s Way is a hardcore beatdown band and their inclu-

sion in this tour felt odd to say
the least. The music was fantastic, but it felt like it should have
been a different show.
Hate Eternal emerged after
Harm’s Way and blew up. They
got the mosh pit going, and
the music was brutal, fast and
intense. It was an outstanding performance from an outstanding band.
They played tracks from
throughout their storied death
metal careers. This three-piece
interacted with the crowd and
got a lot of good vibes. The
whole premise of evil was
still there, however, hence the
name, Hate Eternal.
The set was about an hour
long but felt like only a few
minutes. The brutality that
Hate Eternal brought was fantastic. The vibrations were so
intense some of the people on
the second story stage could be
heard, “This building is going Cannibal Corpse rocked the Chameleon Club on Nov. 5.
to collapse.” After the Cannibal
Corpse set it is amazing that it
would collapse
It was all in good fun, howdid not.
at any point. This would not have been ever, and the set was fantastic. The
Cannibal Corpse came out and the a bad ending since many fans were so songs that they played are off color to
crowd went completely insane. This excited to see Cannibal Corpse.
say the least, but rest assured the best
was a first time show at the Chameleon
George Corpse grinder Fisher, the ones were played.
for Cannibal Corpse and Lancaster lead singer of the group was talking
Cannibal Corpse is one of the bigshowed that they loved them. The first to the crowd and the crowd made him gest death metal acts to ever land in
song was, “Code of the Slashers” and laugh, which led to this memorable Lancaster and a lot of Lancaster fans
the pit was incredibly intense at this quote, “Stop making me laugh, I’m sup- were ecstatic that they were there. The
point. The entire building felt like it posed to be f%^&ing evil.”

NICK HUGHES/SNAPPER
venue was packed for the entire night.
It was a little hard to move because of this, but no one really cared.
The whole point of death metal is letting out aggression and angry. Cannibal Corpse are masters of making the
crowd go insane and seeing them was
truly a privilege.

See any good shows lately? Contact the Arts & Culture Editor at culture@thesnapper.com
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Marauders tip
off their
season
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Millersville
bounces back
after loss
KAT VASQUEZ
Associate Sports Editor
The Millersville Men’s basketball rebounded after Friday’s eight-point loss to
Shepherdstown.
The Marauders defeated the Mountain
East Conference champs Wheeling Jesuit,
with a score of 91-71.
How this was achieved was with the help
of two key players that dominated the court,
senior Marcus Adkison, and sophomore Caden Najdawi.
Adkison hit 6 of 8 from three for the
second consecutive game with five or more,
while Najdawi added 19 while hitting a career-high 3 of 3 from three.
From a little over six minutes, the Millersville offense snapped early and raced into
a 14-4 lead.
This lead continued on with Amadou
Kaba’s 3-pointer with 28 seconds left put the
Marauders up 51-30 at the half.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MU ATHLETICS
Lauren Lister drives to the basket for Millersville.
JARED KISH
Sports Editor
The Millersville women’s basketball team
started their season last weekend with back
to back games on Saturday and Sunday. Saturday, they posted up against Notre Dame
College (Ohio), and Sunday they tipped off
against UVA-Wise. Starting a new season is always exciting, but Millersville would struggle
mightily.
In the first game against Notre Dame College, Millersville would be out scored in every
quarter besides the third. They would not be
outscored by a lot, but in basketball getting
outscored in three out of the four quarters
makes it hard to win the game.
Millersville played the first half tough.
Going into halftime they were only down five
points. Stepping out onto the court in the second half Millersville still managed to keep
themselves in it never trailing by more than
seven. In fact, they came back to tie the game
49-49 within the last minute of the third.
The fourth quarter would cost the Marauders the game. Being outscored 19-12 in
the quarter, Notre Dame College managed to
pull away at the end going on an 8-0 run resulting in a 71-61 win over Millersville.
Freshmen Samantha Brusha scored the
first eight points of the game for Millersville.
Brusha had an impressive collegiate debut as
she ended the game with 22 points, made five
three pointers and played 36 minutes.
Millersville had trouble keeping possession of the ball. They turned the ball over 28
times in the game compared to Notre Dame
College who turned the ball over 17 times.
This was also the first time Millersville lost a
season opener in 12 years.
The Marauders looked to bounce back
from a tough opening day loss to Notre Dame
College and get a win against UVA-Wise last

Sunday.
Millersville busted out of the gates strong
gaining a lead of 14-9 in the first quarter, however UVA-Wise would go on a 11-2 run late in
the first and never looked back.
In the second, UVA-Wise managed to keep
their lead all throughout the quarter going
into the half up nine. The score was 41-30 at
this point in the game.
Coming out for the third quarter the Marauders were going to have to go on a run. Unfortunately, it would be UVA-Wise going on a
26-10 run which gave them a decent sized lead
through the third.
Despite out scoring UVA-Wise in the
fourth quarter 17-13, Millersville could not
come back and win. Millersville dropped their
second game of the season losing 77-68. UVAWise snatched the lead in the first quarter and
never gave it up. This is the first time the Marauders have lost the first two games of the
season since 2005.
Millersville made more than half of their
shots shooting at .510 percent. UVA-Wise had
a shooting percentage of .435 but where they
outshot Millersville was behind the threepoint line and at the foul line.
The Marauders had trouble securing the
ball again as they turned it over 27 times. In
the first two games of the season the Marauders turned the ball over 55 times which makes
it hard to win games if the ball is taken away
that much.
Sophomore Lauren Lister made her season debut and did not disappoint. She had 24
points, played 33 minutes and had a field goal
percentage of .900.
Millersville is now going into a stretch
of five straight home games and will look to
knock down the number of turnovers and
get their first win of the season. Hopefully
the home crowd can provide a spark which is
what the team needs after dropping the first
two games of the season.

NO. 15 MILLERSVILLE
FALL SHORT

PHOTO COURTESY OF MU ATHLETICS
Kay Liebl dribbles the ball up field against East Stroudsburg.

The crowds went wild and cheered on
the captivating, but things were just getting
started.
Millersville then drilled 16 of 28 (.571)
shots and connected on 8 of 14 threes in the
second half.
Afterward, Millersville led a 72-40 in the
last 12 minute of the game.
Wheeling Jesuit was overpowered by
Millersville’s eruption with a 36.9% shooting and with a 41-31 advantage on the scoreboard. Coach Casey Stitzel said,
“Defensive was the key to everything,”
said Stitzel. “For the first 35 minutes we had
great communication, did a great job with
switches and keeping guys out of the lane.
Our intensity was great. We played together
on the defensive end.”
The Marauders will then plays two
home games this week. One on November 14
against Georgian Court and on November 17
versus Lincoln.

Men’s soccer
suffers defeat

Chase Flickinger sets up a cross for a goal.
KAT VASQUEZ
Associate Sports Editor
The Millersville men’s soccer team faced
off against the defending national champion
Charleston Golden Eagles, in the first round of
the NCAA Tournament.
The Marauder season came to an end
however at the NCAA Tournament with a 1-0
loss to the Charleston Golden Eagles, on November 10th, 2018.
At the start, it was kept scoreless by both
teams, which anticipated the people in the
stands in hopes that someone will make a goal.
That’s until in the 40th minute, the Golden
Eagles scored the game’s only goal. But
before time ran out, there was a chance to end
the game with a tie when Millersville’s Jaxson
Burns passed the ball at the top of the box and
at the slot to score but was denied by the Golden Eagle’s goalkeeper with a second left.

JARED KISH
Sports Editor
The Millersville women’s
soccer team took on the East
Stroudsburg Warriors last
Friday in the first round of
the NCAA Tournament.
The No. 15 ranked Millersville team looked to get
past East Stroudsburg and
move on to the next round. In
a hard-fought battle, Millersville unfortunately witnessed
their season come to an end
with a 1-0 loss.
The
game
remained
scoreless for the first half and
a good amount of the second.
With a couple scoring chances in the first, Millersville and
East Stroudsburg both had
opportunities to score.
Both teams could not capitalize on these opportunities
leaving the score tied until
the 78th minute of the game.
East Stroudsburg broke
the score with a goal by Hailee Reinhardt. The Warriors

PHOTO COURTESY OF MU ATHLETICS
In spite of their loss, Millersville finished
its astonishing and groundbreaking season
with an overall record of 10-4-6. Which essentially means, in the program, fewest losses
since 2009 and their second PSAC championship in history, plus placed 5th in the NCAA
tournament appearance since the last decade.
Seniors, Chase Flickinger, Jaxson Burns, Kyle
Finsterbush and Matt Liotta played their last
games as Marauders.
Steve Widdowson said,“We are losing
four fantastic players (Flickinger, Burns, Finsterbush, and Liotta) that we need to make
up for, but we have graduated great players
every year. We have a strong returning group
and a great freshman class. We know areas
that we can work on and get better at as we
continue to develop the players we have now.
We will celebrate this year for a while and
pay tribute to our seniors but then get back
to work hungry and ready to come back even
stronger in 2019.”

crossed the ball into the box
where everyone went after
it. Alex Pickett redirected
the ball from the right of the
box to the center where Reinhardt was in perfect position
to kick the ball past Marauder
goalkeeper Erin Heimback
who came up to try and get
the loose ball.
Millersville tried to answer back firing two shots in
the last couple of minutes but
was unable to find the back of
the net resulting in a 1-0 loss.
The Marauders took seven shots with two ending up
on goal. The Warriors took
nine shots with three on goal
and one finding the back of
the net.
Both goalies had two
saves in the game.
The Marauders season
did come to an end on Friday,
but it was a successful season
for them. Their overall record
was 14-6 and it included the
programs first NCAA Tournament appearance.
It was also the Maraud-

ers first trip back to the PSAC
Tournament since 2003. Millersville had a .700 winning
percentage this season which
is the highest it’s ever been in
the program’s history.
Head coach Matt Procopio is very proud of how his
team played this season. He
said, “I am extremely proud
of the girls and all they accomplished this season”
The women’s soccer team
has three seniors leaving this
year. Lauren Hoffman, Bailey
Kramer, and Delaney Meadows have all played their last
games as a Marauder.
With only three seniors
leaving, it shows how young
and talented the Marauders
are. To be able to put a season
together like this one with a
young team is phenomenal.
Millersville will go into
the offseason and continue
to work. Coach Procopio expects the Marauders to have
another successful season
next year.

Got a passion for the game? Contact the Sports Editor at sports@thesnapper.com
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DREADFUL SEASON COMES TO AN END

PHOTO COURTESY OF MU ATHLETICS

Millersville missed out on the playoffs for the 20th straight season with an overall record of 2-9.
JARED KISH
Sports Editor
The Marauders took to the field one
last time in 2018 on a cold snowy Saturday
in Mercyhurst. With the wind blowing and
snow coming down, Millersville looked to
cap off a disappointing season with a win
however, like eight times previous this season the Marauders would walk off the field
with a loss.
The first quarter was all Mercyhurst,
scoring two touchdowns on a pass and a run.
Doug Altavilla of Mercyhurst found Clay Waldron for a 21-yard pass for six which gave
Mercyhurst their first score of the game.
With the clock just about to hit zero in the
first, Mercyhurst was down in Millersville
territory again and Altavilla ran it in for another six points.
The second quarter was a stale mate.
Both teams ended up giving the ball back to
one another on either turnovers or punts. Going into the locker room at half to warm up
Millersville knew they had to turn it around
in the second half. Only being down by 14 the

game was not out of reach for the Marauders.
Millersville’s offense came out looking
much better in the second half. They were
forced to punt on their first drive but a key
interception by the Marauder defense helped
spark a scoring drive for the offense.
At Mercyhurst’s 45-yard line following
two incomplete passes, the Marauders found
themselves quickly in a third and long situation. Quarterback Collin Shank hiked the ball
and completed a 14-yard pass to Evan Morrill
to keep the drive alive.
On the next series of plays, the Marauders once again fell into a third and long situation. A conversion here was crucial, picking
up first downs on third and longs is a huge
momentum builder for an offense. At Mercyhurst’s 31-yard line Shank connected on a
12-yard pass to Joey Farley gaining the first
down.
On the next play Shank found Taiyir Wilson on a 19-yard pass for a touchdown giving
Millersville their first score of the game.
With the score 14-7 Millersville was only
down by one touchdown and very much in
the game. Mercyhurst was quick to answer

back to the Marauder touchdown though as
they found the end zone on their first drive
after the Millersville touchdown.
Under a minute left in the third Millersville running back Phil Overton ran the ball
in 10 yards out to shrink Millersville’s deficit
to six. At the end of three quarters the score
was 20-14 and Millersville was one touchdown away from tying the game.
The fourth quarter began, and it was all
Mercyhurst. Two touchdowns in the quarter
resulted in a 35-14 win for Mercyhurst and
another horrible loss for the Marauders.
Mercyhurst out gained Millersville in
yards 381 to 257. On a cold windy afternoon,
the passing game for the Marauders piled
up 279 which is quite impressive when the
weather conditions are not ideal for throwing the football.
What hurt the Marauder offense was
once again their running game. Millersville’s
rushing attack did not gain positive yardage
as they ended up running backwards with
negative 22 yards. Running the ball has been
one of Millersville’s weaknesses this season
and without a run game it’s hard to get an of-

fense moving down the field.
Head coach J.C. Morgan concluded his
first season with Millersville with a record
of 2-9. Only having won two games this season, Morgan still did better than Millersville’s
two previous coaches in their first season as
Morgan was able to lead the team to two wins
instead of one.
Even though the season has concluded
there is still work to be done according to
coach Morgan. “The rebuild starts now” he
said. Morgan and his staff look to start recruiting right away for next season. “The
plan is recruiting,” Morgan said.
The Marauders had yet another disappointing season. With a losing record of 2-9
it has now been 19 years since the Marauders have had a winning football season. The
Marauders will miss the playoffs again, thus
making it the 20th straight season not making it past the regular season.
Morgan said that the rebuild starts now
and its true as Millersville will lose 20 seniors
this year. The seniors departing leaves a lot
of jobs open for younger guys to step into big
rolls to help improve the team.

Jayci Suseland brings humility, talent to MU

PHOTO COURTESY OF MU ATHLETICS
Jayci Suseland was selected to All-PSAC first team.
MICKAYLA MILLER
Editor in Chief
Jayci Suseland’s love of volleyball started in seventh grade,
when she was allowed to play for her high school’s team. Fast
forward to nine years later, where she’s the Marauder’s Women’s Volleyball team opposite. In just one season, Suseland
went from newbie to team staple.
Suseland actually started off her college volleyball career
at Grand Valley State University in Michigan, her home state.
After two seasons, she decided the school just wasn’t a right fit,
and searched for other options. Being that one of her sisters
already lived in the area, she decided to transfer to Millersville
and restart her career.
“After my second season at my old school, I didn’t love

it,” Suseland said. She figured that the college experience was
the right time to choose her own happiness. “You pick how
you feel. If you don’t want to be around a person, or you don’t
want to be at a school, you can leave I just wanted to be happier. Coming [to Millersville] is definitely something that made
me happier.”
In deciding where she wanted to go, she came across a
video of Head Coach Brian Smith; she watched the video and
thought, “he might be the coach I want to play for; someone
that I could connect with. So, that’s kind of how that switch
happened.”
In the beginning of August, Suseland moved from all the
way from Michigan to Millersville, and quickly found herself
fitting in with the team.
“When I visited last winter break, I met Lindsey [Blevins]
and Kat [Forry], and I could tell I liked them as soon as I met
them. It’s always hard moving somewhere new,” Suseland
said. “Within the first couple of practices, I just knew that we
were going to trust each other, and that it was just going to
work. And then we all ended up clicking during preseason.
We’ve been hanging out since.”
The change from Michigan to Millersville was a relatively
easy one; upon arrival, Suseland was greeted with enthusiastic
coaches and team members. “It was a roller coaster, figuring
out where we were going to put everyone. I thought that everyone really stepped up and did their best and played hard.
But, there were times where we didn’t have everything figured
out and it was rough, but by the end of the season, everything
clicked and it was really good.”
As a team, the Marauders made it to the quarterfinals at
the PSAC Championship. Suseland was honored at the championship as first team All-PSAC, along with teammate Lindsey
Blevins (who received a third team honor); this marked the
first time that Millersville has had two All-PSAC team members
since 2013.
In addition, Suseland was recently recognized with a
golden volleyball after performing 1,000 kills over her college
career. “I was really surprised,” Suseland said. “I didn’t really
know I had that many.”
While some people may have let these two huge accomplishments get to their head, Suseland remains humble and
focused. “I mean, I have personal goals on the court - I think
everyone does - but I don’t put those above the team goals, so
I think that’s important for everyone to remember,” Suseland
said. “It’s a team sport, it’s not an individual sport.”
Despite the fact that Suseland has only lived in the area for

a short while, she puts her trust fully into her team -- and they
do the same with her.
“[I thank] the girls on the team for trusting me, setting me
the ball, and for giving good passes, I have to give credit to
them, too. I didn’t do this myself. I think that probably my favorite part of my whole season was becoming close with the
girls on and off the court. There’s those other things to celebrate, but” Suseland trailed off.
“I never wasn’t looking forward to practice, I never
thought that we were going to lose anything,” Suseland said. “I
just knew that we were going to go, we’re going to play hard,
and we’re going to win.”
Even though this year’s volleyball season has come to a
close, Suseland’s mind is already on next year’s season; she’s
hitting the ground running (literally). Suseland said that she’s
starting to hit the gym regularly, and she’s encouraging her
teammates to do the same. “I just think that if we work hard
right now to get in better shape, we can go further than what
we did this year,” Suseland said.
“It’s really sad that it’s over, because you have to wait a
long time for the next season to start, but I couldn’t be more
excited,” Suseland said. “I can’t stop thinking about it.”
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