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It’s been a great semester 
so far for PSECU and Mill-
ersville’s Campus Cupboard, 
which is a free student food 
bank at the First United Meth-
odist Church. To celebrate 
their new space, PSECU held 
a fundraiser in September 
that included food, games, 
and prizes. 

PSECU intern, Madison 
Trilling, said “As part of our 
Relocation Celebration in 
September, we committed to 
a minimum donation of $150 
and then added an extra dol-
lar for every one that attend-
ed our event.” By the events 
end, PSECU raised $444 to 
Campus Cupboard. 

PSECU Community Man-
ager, Kristyne Schonhaut, 
said that PSECU always knew 
that they wanted to support 
this specific organization 
for their event. “Campus 

Cupboard was the original 
thought since we were com-
ing to celebrate and eat. Why 
not help those that may not 
be able to come or don’t have 
enough to eat? 

It’s more fun to celebrate 
knowing that you’re giving 
back in the process.” Trilling 
added on to this, saying that 
“it was part of an effort to 
give back to the Millersville 
University community that 
was also a way to have a posi-
tive impact on students.”

This is not the only phil-
anthropic gesture that PSECU 
has engaged in. In fact, they 
support numerous organiza-
tions on campus as a way to 
give back to the communi-
ty. Schonhaut went in depth 
about this, saying “we give 
thousands of dollars in schol-
arships, sponsorships in-
cluding leadership program-
ing, and financial literacy 
events.”

Additionally, PSECU can 
often be found in the back-
ground, supporting groups in 

various ways that the gener-
al public may not fully know 
about. “For instance, this past 
weekend during Homecom-
ing, we were tabling at the 
tailgate; but PSECU had also 
paid for the catering in the 
Alumni tent, which was free 
for Alums,” Trilling clarified.

This is all because of the 
fact that PSECU is committed 
to helping the community 
they serve. Schonhaut makes 
it clear that “the Credit Union 
philosophy is People Helping 
People. 

That’s why we build Fi-
nancial Education Centers 
and not branches. We’re here 
to help students learn about 
finances so that when they 
graduate they have a better 
understanding of the deci-
sions and choices that are in 
front of them.” 

To learn more about 
PSECU and the work they do 
for the various communities 
they are part of, visit www.
psecu.com. 

MILLERSVILLE PRIDE
“Pride, to me, just in general 

means being proud of who you 
are and that no matter your 

sexuality or your race or any-
thing like that, you just love 

who you are and are happy to 
share that with everybody.”

-Maddie Feeman, 
Sophomore at Millersville
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PSECU raises money for 
Campus Cupboard

MUPD releases annual 
safety report

With about 6,000 under-
graduate students attend-
ing Millersville University, 
safety is always considered 
a priority on campus. The 
Millersville University Police 
Department is committed to 
the safety of the students and 
faculty above all else.

The MUPD released their 
Annual Security and Fire 
Safety Report. This includes 
an updated list of instruc-
tions on what to do in case 
of various emergen-
cies that could occur 
on campus such as 
in the event of shoot-
ings, fires, lockdowns 
and missing persons. 
It also provides in-
formation on sexual 
assault and harass-
ment, the drug and 
alcohol policy, the 
general student code 
of conduct, and when 
to report an incident. 
One of the most im-
portant part of the 
report is the crime 
statistics for the year. 

While some of 
these statistics may 
be surprising, it is 
important to remember that 
these statistics only include 
reportable crimes. Many 
crimes may occur that go un-
reported for a number of po-
tential reasons; however, if 
they remain unknown, they 
cannot be included in any 
annual data report.

One significant change 
to be aware of is the chang-
es in crime reporting. First, 
two new crimes have been 
included to the original Cam-
pus Crime Statistics Report: 

manslaughter and arson. 
They also clarified the defi-
nitions of specific reporting 
areas for campus, student 
residences, non-campus 
building or properties, and 
public properties. 

Knowing the differenc-
es between various areas on 
or off campus is extremely 
important when reporting a 
crime because the MUPD has 
to know the exact (or close to 
exact) locations of crimes in 

order to track down the of-
fender, keep statistics accu-
rately updated, and to main-
tain community safety.

The MUPD is dedicated 
to serving the community 
and especially the students 
to make sure they feel safe 
and protected at all times on 
campus. 

Peter Anders, the Chief 
of Police, said that the low 
numbers are not unusual 
for Millersville. “Our safety 
numbers or crime statistics 

have been relatively consis-
tent and low for the past sev-
eral years.” 

He believes that this is 
not only because of the com-
mitted police force, but also 
because of the people living 
in the community. 

“I find our community 
values a safe campus, we at-
tract students (and employ-
ees) who want to live, study 
and work in a vibrant, safe 
place. From a police lens, 

it is awesome to 
work in a commu-
nity that as a whole 
values safety as it 
reinforces our en-
gagement with the 
community.”

Anders went 
on: “Communi-
ty safety involves 
more than police. I 
have observed that 
our community 
cares about safety 
and regularly en-
gages my officers 
in a positive and 
friendly way. Our 
shared community 
is quite special.”

If at any time 
students feel unsafe on cam-
pus, they can contact the 
MUPD at 717-871-4357. 

There are also 40 Emer-
gency Blue Light Call Box-
es placed around campus 
where students can press 
the call button and a police 
officer will arrive at that lo-
cation as quickly as possible.

 Students can also down-
load the app, LiveSafe, to 
make reports and to increase 
communication between 
themselves and MUPD.

JULIA WALTERS
Associate News Editor
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PSECU held a fundraiser event in September to help Campus Cupboard, which is a 
food pantry that helps food-insecure Millersville students.

JULIA WALTERS
Associate News Editor
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There are some physical disabilities that require the person to use a straw. It is not 
lazy. They are simply trying to get a drink. 

The mundane, ordinary task that some of 
us have been doing since our teens or even 
early childhood has been deemed an adult 
overachievement by the term “adulting.” 
Adulting is defined by the Oxford dictionary 
as “the practice of behaving in a way charac-
teristic of a responsible adult, especially the 
accomplishment of mundane but necessary 
tasks.” 

Millennials, or other young ‘adults’, post 
on Twitter and/or Facebook of these tasks 
with the hashtag adulting right next to it, mak-
ing some us 20-somethings want to roll our 
eyes, like our parents, and ask the question: 
do you really believe by washing your own 
clothes you are overachieving? The answer is, 
you really should not. 

Believe it or not, washing your clothes, 
cleaning your room, or buying a couch is not 
an overachievement. You are honestly just 
doing what is a normal part of most people’s 

lives at some point, and it is not special. It does 
not need to be shared with the world, along 
with your lattes and political rants that make 
you feel oh so better inside. 

Social media and participation trophies 
have corrupted drive and motivation to win 
in today’s teens and twenty somethings. Par-
ticipation trophies make everyone special 
just because, congratulations, you showed up. 
And, social media makes you chase this per-
fect profile and set of friends that are not even 
there at the end of the day. 

Step outside, take a walk and realize that 
your life is what you make of it, and you are 
important for who you are and what you do 
when no one is watching. Just feel free not to 
share everything you think and feel and live.

Live, laugh, and love may be corny, but it 
is all we have. Please drop the term adulting 
and just do the tasks that people have done 
for centuries that they have not required 
vast amounts of attention for and keep going. 
Achieve the impossible, and not the mundane.

There has been a lot of buzz about the 
state of California banning the use of single 
use straws. It is a win for the environmental-
ists, I will say that, and they need wins with the 
corruption and downright denial of climate 
change by politicians. My question is this: why 
are you attacking those who need straws due 
to a disability? Let me be clear about this, I 
personally do not need a straw, but I do not 
see why we should take them away from those 
who do. 

Renewable straws are not an answer for 
those with physical disabilities where straws 
are required. I know exactly what the retort 
will be. You could just buy a straw or you could 
bring straws with you. I will allow Vox colum-
nist, S.E. Smith explain, “Reusable straws can 
be hard to maintain and sterilize, and may not 
be safe to use, while compostable products, 
which can dissolve in hot liquids, present a 
choking and allergen hazard. It’s always going 
to be a good idea for restaurants and coffee 
shops to keep plastic straws on hand for dis-
abled people.” 

The issue is not really about straws for 
me. The real issue here is that people with dis-
abilities have always been the recipients of the 
short end of the stick when it comes to move-
ments like these. It is an ableism perspective 
for us to assume that banning straws will not 
hurt anyone. It does hurt the people who need 
the straws. 

Ableism, for those who do not know, is a 
source of discrimination against those who 

have disabilities. They can be physical, mental 
or a learning disability that someone can dis-
criminate against. I am all for the environment 
and I will do all I can to support those fighting 
to save our planet, but I will withdraw that 
support when the claim that banning straws 
is better than giving someone with a disability 
what they need. 

People with disabilities are sometimes 
called lazy because they want to keep straws. 
First off, that is ridiculous. Secondly, I would 
rather be lazy than dead. This argument can 
be made about so many types of disabilities. 
We might have to take medications because it 
helps us, we might use a cane because it helps 
us, and we might use straws because they 
helps us.

What happened when people who require 
straws did not have access to them? The an-
swer is simple, they died. Straws are not the 
enemy here. Plastic is the enemy to earth, 
though; that much I can agree on. It makes me 
absolutely furious when I see a piece of plastic 
lodged in a turtle’s nose. That was unaccept-
able. It is also unacceptable to put the lives of 
people with disabilities before that of people 
who want to feel better by banning straws. 

The solution is not banning straws, the so-
lution is not banning plastic, and the solution 
is certainly not killing those with disabilities by 
enacting social change by supporting a cause 
that looks good on paper.  It is a simple fix. 
Change the way produce plastic. Make plastic 
less dangerous to make and distribute. We are 
a scientific species and I think we are better 
than this. People with disabilities deserve just 
as much as those without. 

The midterm elections 
are coming up in a few weeks, 
and I’m sure you’re already 
tired of the rhetoric and the 
candidate ads. This piece is 
not going to be about why 
you should vote or who you 
should vote for, but rather 
an exploration of how young 
people view voting this mid-
term, and if the enthusiasm 
on social media will translate 
into action.

Browsing Twitter over 
the past couple of weeks, 
I’ve continually seen tweets 
about the midterms that have 
seemed a little unusual: young 
people are talking about the 
midterms and actively trying 
to get others to care about it. 
This isn’t to say that we have 
never talked about it before, 
because we definitely had a 
pretty strong presence in the 
2016 elections. But my point 
is young people are caring 
and talking about this elec-
tion, but in the way that we 
do best. We are making it into 
a meme.

It may seem stupid to 
anyone over the age of 30, but 
memes have a certain place 
in having real conversations 
about important issues. They 
can be used as a tool to get a 
point across, they can be used 

to mock bad ideas, and they 
can be used to highlight im-
portant topics. Young people 
connect through memes and 
have a kind of shared experi-
ence through them.

Memes about the mid-
terms, the candidates, or the 
parties are relatable because 
we (or anyone with our same 
political affiliations) all see 
that joke as a form of verifica-
tion about our ideas and be-
liefs. It fulfills that primitive 
“us against them” urge that 
we all have and get gratifica-
tion from.

But I think there is an-
other reason why we feel a 
shared experience from these 
jokes: we all seem to have this 
imperative that this election 
matters more than any other 
before it. We all have an in-
creased pressure to actually 
go out and vote, and when we 
see others talking about vot-
ing, we feel more encouraged 
and inclined to actually go out 
and do it. Or that’s what we 
hope.

There are different theo-
ries of thought when it comes 
to social media promotion 
and social movements. One 
is that social media brings 
awareness to the topic and 
gets people talking about it, 
and then assumes that they 
will do something about it. 
The other is that social media 

brings awareness and conver-
sation, but ultimately fails to 
promote useful physical ac-
tion for a movement.

In a 2015 piece for The 
Guardian, Elizabeth Day ex-
amined the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement and the impact 
that social media had on it. 
She interviewed Ethan Zuck-
erman, who is the director of 
the MIT Center for Civic Me-
dia. Zuckerman warned Day 
that, “although social media 
can give the illusion of em-
powerment, it also runs the 
risk of diverting attention 
away from the knottier prob-
lems of longer-lasting policy 
change.”

While this idea of em-
powerment is associated with 
a particular movement in this 
case, it seems reasonable to 
me that it can be extrapolated 
to voting as a whole. I worry 
that, as Zuckerman says, “So-
cial media is a place where 
people feel they can move the 
wheel... But the fear is that 
it might be harder to make 
these much bigger structural 
changes...”

Although it seems like 
voting and changing our na-
tion is somehow cool with the 
younger generation on the in-
ternet, it is ultimately hard to 
measure how useful this en-
thusiasm will be without us-
ing hindsight as a rubric.

NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor

JARED HAMELOTH
News Editor

#Adulting? Is this what achievement looks like?

#Adulting

Some of us need straws: 
stop banning them
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We may all be tired of hearing it, but we all need to vote this upcoming election.

Is voting cool now?

Chuck Wendig is an author of a 
fantastic series of Star Wars books; 
they include some of my favorite ones 
in the Disney continuity. It starts with 
the Aftermath Trilogy, which focused 
on the events that happened in the 
Star Wars mythos following the de-
struction of the second Death Star. 

A good number of fans hated this 
book. The book introduced the first 
openly gay character in a Star Wars 
book. This, unfortunately, did not go 
over too well with some Star Wars 

fans for political reasons. Wendig has 
received a heavy dose of harassment 
because of the inlcusion. 

A couple years later, amidst all 
this harassment, Wendig announced 
that he’s working on a mini-series 
about Darth Vader, as well as  a yet-to-
be announced Star Wars novel. I was 
itching to read more of Wendig’s work. 
I always loved his Aftermath trilogy 
and was hyped that Marvel had him 
working on a Vader title. Vader being 
my favorite character in Star Wars has 
a lot to do with my enthusiasm. 

According to Verge Wendig was 
fired, ‘because of the negativity and 

vulgarity that [his] tweets bring... It 
was too much politics, too much vul-
garity, too much negativity on [his] 
part.’”

Wendig is active politically and 
uses his Twitter account to push his po-
litical views, which are often progres-
sive in nature. The specific tweet that 
was likely used as an example to his fir-
ing was a tweet where Wendig was ada-
mantly opposed to the confirmation of 
Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court. 

Stating in many tweets that it 
would be a mistake to confirm him. It 
makes me furious that Marvel would 
do this. Wendig said it best: the bad 

guys won this round. 
I do not understand what alt-right 

commentators and followers gain 
from this. Marvel released a state-
ment to EW stating that Wendig was 
fired for the vulgarity of his quotes 
and the excessive political posts. He 
was not fired for his stances, but be-
cause of the way he expressed them.

This sets a dangerous precedent 
for artists in the entertainment indus-
try, especially those who are freelance 
creators like Wendig. There were 
never standards set for creators who 
worked for Disney subsidiaries as to 
how they could express their views 

online. Marvel and Lucasfilm fall un-
der Disney’s jurisdiction.

Wendig seems like he’s being 
made as an example to other creators 
at Disney and other subsidiaries. Wen-
dig is a greatly talented writer and his 
books are always a thrill to read, I just 
hope that this was just for the Marvel 
comics he was working on.

It is not looking too good for Wen-
dig for writing more Star Wars novels, 
though. I wish Chuck Wendig well, 
and I hope he knows that real Star 
Wars fans are behind him 100 per-
cent. May the force be you Chuck, you 
got this.

Wendig firing sparks controversy in the Star Wars fanbase
NICK HUGHES
Opinion Editor



FEATURES
PAGE 3 | FEATURES   WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 17. 2018.

Know a professor or student who is doing something exceptional? Contact the Features Editor at features@thesnapper.com

ALEXANDER BERSHTEIN/SNAPPER

All fun and games at 
Millersville’s community 

parade
This past weekend, along with Millersville’s 

many other Homecoming activities, was the well-
loved Millersville Community parade. The long  
awaited tradition brings together the university 
and the surrounding town each year. The parade 

included the local fire company, participants 
from Millersvillle University, and local Penn-
sylvania companies and offices. Along with the 
usual participants, Millersville added some new 
friendly faces to the festivities: Llamas! Altogeth-
er, the parade was one of the highlights of Home-
coming weekend, and should make anyone’s list 
to attend for next year’s Homecoming activities. 

ZOE BERRIER
Features Editor
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ALEXANDER BERSHTEIN/SNAPPER
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Currently, Bradley Cooper’s A Star is Born 
is the cinematic sensation causing theatres 
to fill up with with people and then emotion 
once the film starts going. The fourth and cur-
rent adaption remake of A Star is Born marks 
the acting debut of Lady Gaga and directing 
debut of Bradley Cooper. 

While they are new to their respective 
fields, it is clear from their powerhouse per-
formances that this won’t be the last we will 
see of these charismatic artists. The film tells 
the story of a country star named Jackson 
Maine (Played by Cooper) and his complicated 
love affair with the rising star, Ally played by 
the goddess known as, Lady Gaga. 

Jackson initially discovers Ally at a drag 
club, and is instantly smitten with her. Once 
he invites her on stage to sing a blissful power 
ballad, her whole life changes as she becomes 
an instant star. As her star power rises, his 
own career slowly dies. 

This is the general conceit of all itera-
tions of A Star is Born. By setting this version 
in modern times, Cooper manages to go even 
further than versions that have come before 
it. In our age of social media, Ally’s fast mov-
ing rise into stardom feels   more relevant 
than ever. While being relentlessly entertain-
ing, the film also works as a thoughtful and 
relevant commentary on the state of the en-
tertainment industry. 

With Ally’s fame also comes the chal-

lenge of staying true to herself. This conflict 
is seen vividly through her interactions with 
the slimy music manager, Raz (Rafi Gavron). 
Raz is constantly trying to sexualize Ally as an 
artist while she wants to stay true to the art of 
songwriting that she loves. 

Gaga plays these moments with startling 
realism that packs even more of a punch con-
sidering into account  Gaga’s legit pop star 
status. Besides fame, the film also chronicles 
the issue of addiction hauntingly well. As Coo-
per’s character slips back and forth into alco-
holism throughout, we see Jackson transform 
into a broken man who is sinking to the bot-
tom without a way to get back up. 

The heartbeat of the film is Gaga and 
Cooper’s resonant and wistful ballad togeth-
er, “Shallows”. This song appears in the film 
when Ally first performs with Jackson where 
her journey begins. The lyrics in the song “I’m 
fallin in all the good times, I find myself long-
ing for change.” These are beautiful lyrics on 
their own but they take an even greater life in 
the context of the story. 

The character of Jackson is longing for 
a change and escape out of his alcoholism, 
while Ally wants to break free from her ex-
hausting restaurant job. They come together 
in the middle, and even when their paths 
change their love pushes through. Their love 
story is always in the center of the two lead 
performances, and is the pulsing heart of this 
breathtaking film. 

 Lady Gaga is a revelation in her fea-
tur film debut. Her breathtaking opening 
musical performance of the classic french 
torch song, “La Vie En Rose” is pure cinematic 
bliss.Her absolutely deliciously sultry vocals 
simply sizzle off the screen.  Gaga delivers a 

leading performance with the confidence and 
gravitas of normally seen in the grandest Hol-
lywood divas. 

Her performance is pure elegance that 
compliments Cooper’s more rough around 
the edges Jackson incredibly well. She also 
demonstrates exceptional vulnerability in the 
characters early moments of frustration as 
Ally longs to break free of her mundane life. 
As Ally gains notoriety throughout, Gaga chan-
nels the swagger that the audience knows and 
love from this beloved pop star.  The exem-
plary performance shines a light on new kind 
of stardom for the debuting actress.

This also carries through into each of her 
musical performances, which are certainly 
worth the price of admission alone. Cooper 
films her musical scenes with a raucous ener-
gy that are simply a feat for the eyes and ears. 
Along with strong chemistry with cooper, she 
also displays heartwarming chemistry with 
Andrew Dice Clay as her father, Lorenzo. 
Lady Gaga is already a worldwide icon as she 
deserves to be, but with her exemplary per-
formance here, Gaga may even see her own 
star power shine brighter than ever. 

 Bradley Cooper also puts in extremely 
strong work on and behind the camera in his 
filmmaking debut. Cooper completely trans-
forms in his  performance as Jackson Maine, 
the broken country star with a heart of gold. 
Cooper in his early scenes makes Jackson ex-
tremely likable through his heartfelt interac-
tions with Gaga’s Ally. 

This makes Jackson’s slow descent into 
alcoholism even more heart-wrenching. This 
film would not work without a strong ro-
mantic lead at its center, and Cooper delivers 
that in spades. He also proves himself to be a 

strong singer in his highly entertaining musi-
cal sequences. 

While the film is intimate in nature, as a 
director, Cooper adds a cinematic flair that 
thrills throughout. His decision to film the 
concert sequences in real time adds a gritti-
ness that is a rarity for the musical genre.  He 
also gets extremely stellar performances out 
of film veterans like Sam Elliot who plays 
Jackson’s brother, Bobby. Elliot creates a stern 
exterior for his character that slowly softens 
as he connects with Gaga’s Ally. Sam Elliot’s 
Bobby also serves as the voice of reason even 
as Jackson and Ally’s crumbles. 

The comedian Dave Chapelle  also puts 
in extremely strong work as Cooper’s friend, 
George. He is only in a couple scenes but Cha-
pelle proves himself to be a fine dramatic ac-
tor with his role here. There is a multitude of 
ways audience can fall in love in this movie, 
whether it be the spectacle of songs the, the 
drama of the romance, or the gripping story 
with a tumult of thought provoking inquiries. 

The film’s original songs and score which 
were written by various artists who include 
Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper themselves 
add much levity and atmosphere to this dark 
tale. Besides the film’s breakout song, “Shal-
lows” some other standouts include Cooper’s 
wistful ballad “Maybe it’s Time” and Gaga’s 
toe tapping anthem, “Look What I Found”.

 The music alone specifically by Lady 
Gaga are worth the price of admission alone.   
This is the fourth iteration of A Star is Born, 
but with Gaga’s grand powerhouse perfor-
mance and the incredible storytelling, Cooper 
may have created the best version of this fa-
mous story yet. 

Twenty-One Pilots’ ‘Trench’:
A thoughtful critique of Faith & Fame

PHOTO COURTESY OF VOA NEWS.COM
Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper electrify in “A Star is Born.” 

 

What once seemed like an excruci-
atingly implausible task - coming back 
to the charts from a two-year hiatus 
with an album as versatile, poignant, 
and familial as the last one - has re-
sulted in TOP’s most elegantly-crafted 
and touching work to date. 

Ranging from the pulse-pounding 
and anthemic opener “Jumpsuit” - a 
song that acts as the introduction to 
the DEMA storyline as well as an alle-
gory for God’s divine protection, going 
so far as to incorporate crucifixion im-
agery as a reminder of God’s mercy - 
to the refreshingly funky R&B bassline 
swing of “My Blood” - the most radio-
friendly of the album’s singles thus 
far (and the song most likely to stick 
around after the album charts on Bill-
board’s Hot 100 in the next week or 
so); all the way to the tender homage 
to the band’s fanbase in the form of 
Joseph’s favorite track right now, “Cut 
My Lip.” 

That particular track serves as 
subtle reminder to the Clique (TOP’s 
questionably over-fixated following) 
to persevere through all things, using 
the lyric “rust around the rim, I drink 
it anyway. I cut my lip” to bolster Ty-

ler’s sense of enthusiasm and remind 
himself of fame’s fleeting nature.

When we think of the multitudi-
nous ways those who hold religious 
faith describe God, never before would 
we have guessed that among His moni-
kers would be the word ‘Jumpsuit’ - a 
term referring to a one-piece outfit 
originally donned by casual parachut-
ers and now widely available at your 
nearest Nordstrom. 

Nor would we have utilized ‘Pet 
Cheetah’ as a supplementary term for 
writer’s block, or ‘Chlorine’ as a means 
of enjoying the poisonous risk of writ-
ing music to cope with mental illness. 
However, Tyler Joseph and Josh Dun 
- the duo better known as Twenty-
One Pilots - have seen fit to attribute 
all of these and other bizarre images 
described with vivid and picturesque 
detail on Trench. 

This is the band’s third album 
signed to Fueled By Ramen Records 
and their fifth album overall, follow-
ing the critically-acclaimed and fan-
beloved Vessel and Blurryface.

One thing to note about this par-
ticular release is that it serves as a 
complimentary album to both Vessel 
and Blurryface. The music videos for 
Trench portray Blurryface as a charac-
ter; a priest in the city of DEMA, which 
is the allegorical manifestation of Ty-
ler Joseph’s clinical depression and the 
pain it inflicts on others around him. 
Blurryface is opposed by the Banditos 

(identifiable by donning the titular 
outerwear in both the “Jumpsuit” and 
“Levitate” music videos). Themes of 
self-reflection echo all the way from 
“Car Radio” where Joseph and Dun 
donned their skeleton costumes from 
the Vessel box art within the video for 
“My Blood.” 

The DEMA storyline has been 
chronicled in thorough detail by fans 
and critics alike in baited anticipation 
for the album’s release via AltPress’ 
memorialization of all the hints, and 
now that it’s here, we can anxiously 
say that the wait was well worth it.

Not everything on the album is as 
rosy at first glance though. After a few 
repeated listens, it becomes increas-
ingly clear that this album is a cohe-
sive contemplation on depression, suf-
fering, and triumph, and how we often 
forget that these things don’t necessar-

ily occur in that formulaic order. 
Never is this more apparent than 

on Trench’s most morbidly honest 
track “Neon Gravestones.” Here, Jo-
seph offers a solemn and remorseful 
slap in reprimanding music listeners 
who forgive artists celebrating suicide 
within their lyrics and other entertain-
ment choices (XXXTentacion’s “Sad,” 
Linkin Park’s “Bleed It Out,” Lil Peep’s 
“Awful Things,” and the Netflix series 
13 Reasons Why immediately spring 
to mind). 

The song also suggests to celebrate 
lives well lived within our own com-
munities (“Find your grandparents or 
someone of age/Pay some respects for 
the path that they paved/To life, they 
were dedicated/Now THAT should be 
celebrated”), rather than celebrate or 
mourn a celebrity’s death for weeks at 
a time.

In essence, Trench feels like the 
capstone on a saga of five albums, 
rather than an individual release of its 
own design, and yet it works equally 
as well as its own album. The stirring 
synths, pumping percussion, gritty 
guitars, and overall friendly vibes 
Blurryface had return here, as well 
as the lyric-centric craftsmanship of 
their self-titled album and the pop-
readiness of other charting acts. 

Music is a medium for community 
for Twenty-One Pilots and their fans. 
It is a coping mechanism for anxiety in 
addition to being a burden that song-
writer Tyler Joseph willingly carries. It 
is a platform for sensitive topics that 
need to be discussed openly. It is a ves-
sel to carry you through the blurry 
days when you’re neck-deep in the 
trenches, No Phun Intended.

ALEX BERSHTEIN
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF  POPBUZZ.COM         
Twenty-One Pilots releases a new album.  

LOU CROSSAN
Associate Arts & 
Culture Editor

A classic story gets new life in 
Bradley Cooper’s ‘A Star is Born’  
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NOT SO SWEET HOMECOMING

PHOTO COURTESY OF MU ATHLETICS 
Millersville suffers gut wrenching loss at homecoming giving them their fifth loss of the season. 

After winning the last two weeks, Mill-
ersville looked to continue their success as 
they returned home to face Shippensburg. On 
homecoming weekend, Millersville hoped to 
give the crowd something to cheer about. 

Shippensburg had lost four consecutive 
games and Millersville looked to make it five 
straight. Unfortunately, it would be a tough 
homecoming for the Marauders as they got 
shutout 37-0. This is the first time the Maraud-
ers have been shutout since the 2016 season. 

In the first quarter Shippensburg’s quar-
terback Brycen Mussina would find tight end 
Shea O’Donnell for a touchdown. 

This was the first score of the game giving 
Shippensburg a 7-0 lead. 

At the start of the second quarter the 

score was still 7-0. It would remain that way 
for half the quarter until Shippensburg’s Luke 
Durkin would run it into the end zone for a 
touchdown. Shippensburg would score two 
more times in the quarter, once on a field goal 
and the other on another touchdown.  

Shippensburg had 23 points going into 
the half.

Millersville’s offense did not play well in 
the first half as no points would be scored for 
the Marauders. 

Coming out for the third quarter, Millers-
ville hoped to put some points on the board 
and get their offense going. However, the of-
fense still could not find their stride as the 
only points scored in the quarter would be by 
Shippensburg. 

Chase Yocum would run the ball past the 
goal line to give Shippensburg a 30-0 lead.  

When the fourth quarter rolled around 

Millersville found themselves in a huge hole 
that would be almost impossible to climb out 
of. Being down 30-0, the Marauders would 
need a miracle to come back. 

Shippensburg would add insult to injury 
on another touchdown on a 10-yard run by 
Raleigh Sirb. This touchdown would secure 
a shutout win for Shippensburg and giving 
them their first win in four games.  

The Millersville offense could not get any-
thing going to give them a scoring drive. Only 
two drives would exceed five yards. 

The Marauders could only produce a to-
tal of 154 yards. Ninety-one of those yards 
would come through the air and 63 yards on 
the ground.  

Millersville would be 1-16 on third down 
conversions. Shippensburg made it hard for 
the Marauders to move the ball down the 
field.  

Millersville’s punter Tyler Reiman would 
be busy as he punted the ball 10 times in the 
game.

Shippensburg had a total of 493 yards on 
the day giving them 339 more yards than Mill-
ersville. 

The Shippensburg run game would have 
258 yards giving them the highest total of 
yards on the season.   

Despite getting five turnovers on two in-
terceptions and three fumble recoveries, Mill-
ersville’s defense could not stop the Shippens-
burg offense. 

The Marauders look to bounce back next 
week from this tough loss as they will take on 
Malone University. 

This meeting will be the first one ever be-
tween the two programs.   

JARED KISH
Sports Editor

Soccer splits with  
Slippery Rock

It was a triumphant win for men’s soccer 
and a bittersweet lost for women’s soccer at 
Pucillo Field which both teams were battling 
against Slippery Rock University this home-
coming weekend. Overall both teams played 
tremendously and brought together a whole 
community of alumni, families, and students 
to cheer, celebrate and praise on both teams. 

It was a bittersweet defeat for the Mill-
ersville women’s soccer on friday afternoon 
when Slippery Rock powered through and 
dominated the field leading to their win 2-1. 
This unfortunately leaded Millersville to 
dropped to a 10-3 in the PSAC overall and a 
9-3 conference play. Slippery Rock improved 
their record to 8-4-2 and 6-4-2 in thier confer-
ence play. 

How it all went down was when in the 
32nd minute, the Marauders did what was 
thought to be a goal, but it turn out to be a 
foul in the box. Brooke Testa, from Slippery 
Rock was then awarded a penalty kick and 
eventually in the 25th minute, scored a goal. 

There was a fast break opportunity that 
freshman Calista Paolino achieved when she 
began the attack with a pass from the attack-
ing midfielder. She then passed it to sopho-
more Talia  Grynkewicz who dashed in by 

the defender inside the box and launched out 
and made a  goal in the 36th minute. 

After halftime, Slippery Rock dominated 
and took lead when Jordyn Minda of Slippery 
Rock fired a shot towards the left side where 
it was saved by sophomore defender Chan-
dler Garcia of Millersville. The ball bounced 
out to Skye Kramer of Slippery Rock who was 
only just a few feet away from the goalie con-
cluding her to score another point for Slip-
pery Rock. 

Towards the last minute of the match, 
Kay Liebal of Millersville had an opportunity 
to score off the post and off the crossbar. Un-
fortunately, Liebal was not able to convert 
them into goals and time ran out, leading 
Slippery Rock to win.  

After the match Women’s soccer coach 
Matt Procopio said, “ Overall we played well 
enough to achieve the result we had today. It 
was a very competitive play, but we were un-
able to win. However, we did a lot of pretty 
great things. I’m happy with how we didn’t 
give up and continued to fight until the end 
of the match.” 

The Marauders take on Clarion Univer-
sity at 1:00 pm at  Pucillo Field Saturday, Oc-
tober 20th. 

KAT VASQUEZ
Associate Sports Editor 

Volleyball bumps up 
their record

The Marauders took to 
the road this weekend to 
face East Stroudsburg and 
Kutztown. In the first game 
which occurred on Friday Oc-
tober 12th, Millersville would 
take on division leaders East 
Stroudsburg. The Marauders 
have lost three straight going 
into their matchup with the 
Warriors and needed to turn 
it around quickly. 

That’s exactly what hap-
pened as Millersville would 
sweep East Stroudsburg 3-0. 

The first set of the match 
was tightly contested but Mill-
ersville came out on top 25-
23. Millersville found them-
selves down 19-15 in the set 
but pulled together and came 
back for the win. The Maraud-
ers fought hard to make the 
score 24-23 and with a final 
kill by Jayci Suseland, Millers-
ville was able to win the first 
set of the match. 

Millersville would domi-
nate the second set of the 
match 25-14. Jayci Suseland 
and Lindsey Blevins played a 
huge part in why the Maraud-
ers would play great in this 
second set. They combined 
for 13 kills and Millersville 
put up two blocks and two 
service aces in the set. 

When the third set start-
ed the Warriors found them-
selves down 2-0 to Millers-
ville. The division leaders 
were stunned, they needed 
to play better to get back into 
the match. East Stroudsburg 
quickly scored on four of the 
first five rallies, but the Ma-
rauders would stop the War-
riors in their tracks. Down 

10-8 Millersville rallied and 
scored eight of the next nine 
points. 

Like the first set, Millers-
ville had to fight hard to beat 
East Stroudsburg to get the 
sweep. 

It was on a set winning 
kill by Lindsey Blevins that 
gave Millersville a 25-23 
match win, sweeping the divi-
sion leading East Stroudsburg 
Warriors.  

Coming off an outstand-
ing win against the division 
leading East Stroudsburg 
Warriors, Millersville had 
a quick turnaround as they 
faced Kutztown on Saturday 
October 13th. The Marauders 
picked up right where they 
left off the night before beat-
ing Kutztown 3-1. 

The first set saw Millers-
ville win by 11 points 25-14. 
The Marauders quickly scored 
10 points and went up 10-1 on 
the first 11 points scored in 
the set. Eight of Millersville’s 
points came while Lindsey 
Blevins was serving, and six 
points were scored on kills.  

Kutztown flipped the 
script in the second set of the 
match as they won 25-12. Mill-
ersville struggled in this set by 
committing nine errors. 

The Marauders bounced 
back in the third set winning 

25-21 as this would be the 
most competitive set of the 
match. Millersville had 13 
kills in the set and cut their 
errors down to three. 

Kutztown looked like 
they were making a come-
back in the set but with a kill 
by Blevins and an ace by Katie 
Laughman, it would secure a 
third set victory for the Ma-
rauders.   

Millersville would take 
the fourth and final set 25-15. 

Once again, the Maraud-
ers only had three errors and 
they totaled 18 kills. Suseland 
had seven kills in the final set 
securing a match win for Mill-
ersville. 

The Marauders had a 
great weekend earning them-
selves two PSAC wins. These 
wins improved Millersville’s 
record to 11-9 on the season 
and 6-5 in PSAC play. 

Millersville had a great 
weekend winning six of the 
seven sets they played be-
tween the two matches. 

The Marauders look to 
continue their great play on 
the road as they will play two 
again next weekend. 

First match will be played 
at California University on 
Friday, October 19th and the 
second match at Seton Hill on 
Saturday, October 20th. 

JARED KISH 
Sports Editor 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MU ATHLETICS 
Men’s soccer wins, while women’s soccer loses to Slippery Rock.  

Continue reading at thesnapper.com
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