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Members of the Millersville commu-
nity gathered on campus last Thursday 
for a demonstration in protest of the 
university administration’s decision to 
consider outsourcing Health Services. 
This demonstration, attended by dozens 
of students, faculty, and local activists, 
occurred in response to the university 
announcing their consideration of out-
sourcing healthcare on campus back in 
August. In the subsequent month, mem-
bers of the community expressed dis-
agreement with the idea, sparking the 
creation of an online petition that now 
boasts nearly 1,500 signatures.

Those present at Thursday’s protest 
included more than a dozen Millersville 
students, as well as staff and faculty. The 
petition and protest also attracted the 
attendance of media representatives 
such as local news station WGAL and 
United Way and labor organizers from 
the Office and Professional Employees 
International Union (OPEIU). Even Izzy 
Smith-Wade-El, who has been busy on 
the campaign trail as the Democratic 
candidate for the House of Represen-
tatives, arrived in support of health 
service workers. Demonstrators met in 
front of the Health Services building, 
where they made formal statements to 
the group and the media, and collected 
signs in support of the workers.

Scott Williams, an organizer for the 
local chapter of OPEIU, was one of the 
leading demonstrators for the event. 

“Students and alumni have come to-
gether to petition in support of nurses 
here at Millersville for a reason,” said 
Williams, “more than 1,400 people have 
signed in response to a request from 
the university, which would seriously 

endanger these people’s jobs and their 
livelihoods. The nurses provide incred-
ible service with everything they can, 
especially through the pandemic.”

 With the possibility of outsourcing 
still up in the air, an atmosphere of un-
certainty lingers in the wind, on campus 
and beyond. Under the existing health 
services, students were able to obtain 
free medications through the in-house 
pharmacy and, during the pandemic, 
free rapid COVID-19 testing. The Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP), detailing the 
guidelines for any interested vendors, 
only requires private practices to pro-
vide 70% of the existing services. With 
this percentage in mind, students and 
members of the community express 
concern that these affordable, accessi-
ble services may be limited or nonexis-
tent with a private practice in charge of 
health services.

Olivia Emmett, a senior pre-med ma-
jor, counts herself among the concerned 
students.

“The nurses here know us and how 
everything works around here,” Em-
mett says, “it’s comforting for students 
to be able to come here to Health Ser-
vices, knowing that they are getting free 
tests and quick results that are not too 
expensive or far from campus.” 

Once Health Services workers ar-
rived, the parking lot between Hash 
and the infirmary erupted with cheers 
and applause, giving confidence to the 
nurses and staff after weeks of worry in 
anticipation of the proposal’s outcome.

“It’s difficult coming into work every 
day with the possibility of losing your 
job looming over your head,” stated 
Ana Hess, the interim nursing supervi-
sor for Health Services, “we chose these 
jobs because we are passionate about 
working with college students  we strive 
to provide high-quality, accessible, and 
affordable services to the community 
that a private practice may not be able 
to replicate. They can provide at least 
some of the same services, absolute-

ly, but perhaps not to the same level 
of commitment and flexibility that we 
value. Many college students, especially 
freshmen, are on their own for the first 

time. They need more time, effort, and 
dedication from healthcare providers. 
We want the university to know what 
we have to offer and that outsourcing 
would not be ideal for our workers or 
our students.”

What community members may not 
be aware of is that this is not the first 
time that campus services faced poten-
tial outsourcing. Last year, the univer-
sity considered private dining services. 
However, this plan did not go through. 
Today, Millersville’s dining remains the 
only in-house dining hall among the 
Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education (PASSHE) schools. Other ser-
vices, such as the University Bookstore, 
were successfully privatized, after out-
sourcing to Akademos, a private text-
book company. Instead of physically 
shopping for books, students must now 
order their course materials online. Al-
though Akademos provides high-quali-
ty materials, students and faculty both 
complained that textbooks are more 
expensive and unreliable in delivering 
on time.

Shortly after noon, the demonstrators 
walked over to hand in printed copies 
of the signed petitions. Two students, 
Carlton Smith and Bex Shenk, handed 
these petitions to the President’s Office 
and to Mary Beth Williams’ office in the 
Student Memorial Center, respectively. 

Williams declined to bring forward 
President Wubah for comment or dis-
cussion, due to his conflicting schedule 
for the day. However, staff and labor 
representatives from OPEIU anticipate 
a discussion with the president in the 
near future. 

Mary Beth Williams, vice president 
of student affairs, explained in an offi-
cial statement to the campus commu-
nity, “as a state university, Millersville 
University is always looking for ways 
to give students the best services pos-
sible at the lowest cost. The University 
often requests proposals to determine 
how services can be offered from both 
a qualitative and quantitative perspec-
tive. A Request for Proposal, referred 
to as an RFP, helps organizations en-
sure transparency and that tax and tu-
ition dollars are used appropriately. No 

health services staff have been impact-
ed at this time. The University has act-
ed and will continue to act consistently 
with the OPEIU collective bargaining 
agreement.”

The request for proposal closed Tues-
day, after which university administra-
tors plan to review and evaluate propos-

als from interested parties. If a practice 
or vendor is chosen, the transition to 
outsourcing will take effect during the 
2023-24 academic year.
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Millersville University 7-Day Weather Outlook

Report Courtesy of University Weather Information Center

MORGAN HUBER
Managing Editor

SHAUN LUCAS / SNAPPER
A demonstrator holds a sign in support of health service workers.

Millersville community protests privatization of 
Health Services

“Millersville 
University is 

always looking 
for ways to give 
students the best 

services 
possible at the 
lowest cost.”
- Mary Beth 
Williams,

Vice President of 
Student Affairs

SHAUN LUCAS / SNAPPER
Nurses speaking to protesters about their experiences with Health 
Services.

The grand opening for 
Evergreen Café was last 
Wednesday, during the 

normal hours of operation, inviting students and pres-
ident Dr. Wubah to explore the newly renovated estab-
lishment. 

The new student-run café was designed by students 
in a contest that was held in the Spring 2022 semester, 
replacing the temporary Ville Perk Café. These contest 
winners include Georgea Hall, Alexandriya Lebo, An-
drew Long, and John Reidinger. The successes of these 
four Millersville students have helped create a sustain-
able and comfortable environment for students to sit 
and do homework or meet up with friends for a bite 
to eat. 

Jennifer Dohalick, the Student Manager of Ever-
green, took the café into her own hands as she hopes 
to bring it to its full potential. Dohalick is in charge of 
making the schedule for the employees who are also 
Millersville students, ordering stock, and hiring new 
student workers. She also implements expectations in 
her staff to treat all customers as if they are a friend, 
making visitors feel welcome.

“I also want to create a calming space for students 
to try and get away from their dorms and the library,” 
says Dohalick. “A place where students can decom-
press between classes.”

The new café also has new menu and payment op-
tions, including meal swipes, which were not available 
at the previous Ville Perk Café. Meal swipes can be 
used for combination meals, similar to the ones at the 
Anchor, the Galley, Starbucks, and the Cove. Marauder 
Gold, Flex, cash, and credit are also available payment 
options.

The new menu options include more food options 
like breakfast sandwiches, toast, bagels, fruits, and 
chips. Drink options are the same but matcha and 
Tractor Juices are new additions. Due to recovery from 

the pandemic, not everything can be distributed right 
now. However, more attainable options for those with 
dietary restrictions are currently in the works. 

“I know the winners of the Café competition wanted 
more vegan, gluten-free, vegetarian options,” Dohalick 
added. “Most of our food now is geared toward the veg-
etarian crowd, but I hope in the future to have more of 
a different variety of food.”

Lastly, Dohalick plans to add more greenery, relax-
ing music, and comfortable seating to help visitors feel 

right at home. She has spoken with Dean Tomljanovich 
of the Lombardo College of Business about a possible 
plant wall with live plants for the café to create a more 
lively and refreshing vibe.

The café has yet to go through many more changes as 
the semester progresses, but it already has much more 
than Ville Perk Café. For more information about the 
staff and hours of the café, visit the account @ville_ev-
ergreen_cafe on Instagram.

OLIVIA HEILEMANN
News Editor

MADELYN SMITH / SNAPPER
Evergreen Café decorates to celebrate their grand opening.

New Evergreen Café opens for business

On June 24th, 2022 the United States 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, 
sparking controversy throughout the 
country. Both opposition and support to 
the ruling were demonstrated by pro-
testers.

Roe v. Wade is a lawsuit from Janu-
ary of 1970 filed by a pregnant woman 
using the psuedonym Jane Roe against 
Dallas County District attorney Hen-
ry Wade. Roe’s attorney’s  argued that 
Texas abortion laws were unconstitu-
tional. Abortion at the time of the case 
was illegal, making it a crime to receive 
or perform an abortion unless it was a 
risk of life for the mother. Wade argued 
that at the interest of the state, prenatal 
life must be protected and that a fetus is 
recognized as a person under the 14th 
Amendment.

As the case came to a close, the Su-
preme Court decided that under the 
Fourteenth Amendment, the right to 
privacy includes control over pregnan-
cy as it includes many additional risks 
if forced. The Court also added that an 
unborn child has not been recognized 
as a whole person under law, regard-
less of the views of different religions 
or medical practices. Overall, the states 
have limited authority over the regu-
lations of abortion, but still have some 
jurisdiction depending on how far along 
the pregnancy is. 

While there was not much public up-
roar when the case was closed, the topic 
of abortion continued to remain a polit-
ical argument and still does to this day.

Almost 50 years later, the United 
States Supreme Court ruled to overturn 
Roe v. Wade, giving back the authority 
to regulate abortion by the State. While 
some states left the decision to voters, 
others quickly reinstated that abortion 

is illegal unless life-threatening and/or a 
result of sexual assault. The states that 
chose to return to the original illegaliza-
tion of abortion are Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and 
Utah. All other states have abortion le-
galized until 6 to 25 weeks after fertil-
ization. Some states have no specific 
laws or have fully legalized abortion 
with protection of medical professionals 
performing the procedures.

Following the overturn of Roe v. 
Wade, there was a widespread reaction 
from people around the country. Some 
say it is a step forward for America, 
while others say it is a step back. 

Planned Parenthood, a well known 
organization known to aide women if 
they choose to have an abortion, posted 
an article on their website addressing 
the situation.

“We no longer have the right to con-
trol our bodies and futures or make our 
own personal health care decisions,” 
writes Kendall from Planned Parent-
hood. “This will fuel the efforts of law-
makers to ban abortion across the coun-
try.”

People all over are lining up at gov-
ernment offices to protest the Supreme 
Court, arguing that abortion is a right 
and part of healthcare. Others volunteer 
as escorts for women seeking the proce-
dure to avoid harassment from those in 
favor of Roe v. Wade being overturned. 
Those who favor the overturning have 
also taken to protesting at abortion clin-
ics  to persuade women out of the deci-
sion to protect the potential life of the 
unborn fetus. 

Continue reading online 
at TheSnapper.com

OLIVIA HEILEMANN
News Editor

The United States Supreme Court 
votes to overturn Roe v. Wade

ICON COURTESY OF NOUNPROJECT
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The Snapper is Millersville’s 
student-run independent 
newspaper. We aim to bring 
you topical, relevant stories 
and serve the Millersville 
community with fair and 
accurate information.

Any views or opinions 
expressed in commentar-
ies and/or advertisements 
do not reflect the views 
of the publication as a 
whole.

Contact us:
Mail:

The Snapper
21 S. George Street
Millersville, Pa 17551

Email:
editor@thesnapper.com

Facebook:
facebook.com/TheSnapper.MU

The Snapper wel-
comes letters to the edi-
tor submitted by students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and 
community members.

Letters should be 
exclusive to The Snapper. 
We do not publish open 
letters or third-party let-
ters.

Letters should prefer-
ably be 150 to 175 words, 
should refer to an article 
that has appeared in the 
Snapper, and must include 
the writer’s address and 
phone numbers.

The Snapper reserves 
the right to approve, edit 
or reject any submissions.

Letters to the Editor

This past summer was a very tough one to be a 
Progressive in America. With their new super-majori-
ty in the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS), 
the Republicans overturned the long-standing wom-
en’s rights law Roe v. Wade, along with consistently 
siding with corporations over citizens and promises to 
revisit other Civil Rights laws in the future. The Biden 
Administration made little effort to lawfully challenge 
or even formally condemn such a decision. The best 
compromise the U.S. Senate has announced to tackle 
issues affecting average Americans—the Inflation Re-
duction Act—contains no safeguards against misuse of 
tax breaks and other shortcomings decried by critics 
on the Left. 

With so much chaos and uncertainty in our politi-
cal present and future, I’ve found myself returning to 
our political past for guidance and reassurance. I’m 
not talking about the 1964 Civil Rights Act or even 
Abraham Lincoln’s leadership during the Civil War. 
My peace of mind comes from the promise the Found-
ers made when they ratified our Constitution.

Many of my Millennial generation and some in 
Gen Z may remember the catchy Schoolhouse Rock 
song committing the words of the Preamble to mem-
ory: “We the People of the United States, in Order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common de-
fence [sic], promote the general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, 
do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Unit-
ed States of America” (per the National Constitution 
Center). It amazes me that centuries ago, Americans 
put so simply and beautifully into words what a gov-
ernment should do for its people.  

There’s evidence that, despite the murkiness of 
The Preamble’s legal application, its promise for ideal 

governance has held sway even in the Supreme Court. 
The Cornell Law School, citing the 1904 decision Jacob-
son v. Massachusetts, explains that the “The Supreme 
Court held that, “[the Constitution’s introductory para-
graph] has never been regarded by the Court as the 
source of any substantive power conferred on the 
federal government.”  However, according to the Con-
gressional Research Service of America, The Supreme 
Court cited the Preamble in such decisions as 1793’s 
Chisholm v. Georgia and 1816’s Martin v. Hunter’s Les-
see. 

Although I’m not naive enough to expect the in-
troduction to a legal document to be given equal legal 
weight, I fear that its promise has been all but forgot-
ten by those tasked with leading our country—and 
many States, including Pennsylvania—for many de-
cades now. 

While many prominent left-leaning politicians 
have attempted to promote the general welfare and 
establish justice for all citizens, these well-meaning 
lawmakers are outnumbered by authoritarian theo-
crats, such as half of the Supreme Court and Repub-
lican Governor Greg Abbott, as well as corporate 
stooges like Republican Senator Ted Cruz, Democratic 
Senator Kyrsten Sinema and Democratic Congress-
man Josh Gotheimer.    

I’m not versed enough in the intricacies and short-
comings of electoral politics to definitively comment 
on how best to escape the political, economic, and so-
cial quagmire that the country is in. Instead, I find re-
assurance from the Preamble that there is a blueprint 
of sorts for how governments should operate. There 
really is no better description for what a government 
should be than those 52 words. I like to imagine what 
each of the five functions of government listed in the 
Preamble mean in a modern context, and how a gov-

ernment might look like if it really held itself to those 
standards.  

I plan to fully explain my thoughts in later edito-
rials, but for now I’d like to at least summarize my in-
terpretations on what the Preamble may mean for us 
now in 2022. The Black Lives Matter protests of 2020 
exposed the inequities in the justice system, and the 
country’s need to truly “establish justice” for all citi-
zens and not just a lucky percentage of them.

 Similarly, our “domestic tranquility” (peace with-
in our borders) hasn’t been this threatened since the 
Civil War; political divisions are extraordinarily high 
and incidents of domestic violence continue to spike. 
Also, “the common defense,” or protection from for-
eign nations, looks astonishingly different today than 
in 1787 due to the U.S.’s status as a global nuclear pow-
er. The greatest risks to national security come from 
cyber threats and energy dependence. 

In contrast, the meanings of “the general welfare” 
and “the blessings of liberty” have only changed in the 
sense that the country’s extreme demographic shifts 
since 1787 tremendously obscure  what it means for 
the country to provide and promote them to its people.  

Today’s world is maddeningly complicated. The 
reason I like The Preamble as a guide for discussing 
politics and society is that it’s simple. It takes all as-
pects of government and distills them into five indis-
putably essential components. Thinking about the 
state of our country this way—as a tremendously 
flawed representation of these ideals—helps me or-
ganize my thoughts on how we may start to achieve 
these ideals. It will be difficult to limit my thoughts to 
five more articles on each of these components, but I 
look forward to trying.

In sitting at my computer and prepar-
ing The Snapper for our first edition of 
the year, I am also reflecting on my time 
at Millersville University. Even being a 
senior does not make me feel prepared 
to process my feelings about college, the 
rocky path created by the pandemic fur-
ther complicating my thoughts. Perhaps 
my most solid feeling about college is 
that while I greatly appreciate school-
ing, I am ready to move on to the start 
of my real life.

The reflection pieces of graduating 
Snapper members usually feature an 
assortment of joyous memories and 
sentiment. Yet my feelings are more 
bittersweet than past addresses, likely 
because many of my peers and I never 
had a “normal” year of college: I left my 
dorm due to the initial COVID-19 panic 
the second half of freshman year, stayed 
home all of sophomore year, dealt with 
the “will we/won’t we go home” stress 
all of junior year, and even lifted mask 
mandates this year will not stop me 
from wearing a face mask at Super 
Smash Club tournaments out of concern 
for my scene.

Returning to campus junior year 
marked a shift in my mentality towards 
college as a whole, as I recognized that 
the sentiment of college being “the best 
years of my life” was probably not the 
case for myself. This is not an insult to 
Millersville, rather a realization that I 
wanted more to get my footing in the 
workforce over spending time in class-
rooms. I am a reserved person who 

wants to work and live a reserved life, 
and college may not always flow well 
with this lifestyle and that is okay.

I can confirm that working with Snap-
per gave me invaluable experiences such 
as consistent leadership duties, practice 
in professional interviews, published 
works, proficient design abilities, schol-
arships, connections with phenomenal 
student workers I hope to stay in contact 
with years after graduation, my first in-
ternship and even post-grad job oppor-
tunities. Even though I have had my fair 
share of headaches after long nights in 
the office, I would feel stranded without 
my years at The Snapper.

While it is easy to criticize my-
self for mistakes, perhaps I should give 
myself more credit for bringing clubs 
closer to their original pre-COVID forms. 
Last year, I helped Snapper release nine 
print editions, four online editions and a 
52-page magazine after being primarily
digital my sophomore year. This
year, I am also president of the Su-
per Smash Club on campus, bringing the
first on-campus Smash Bros events since
Fall 2020.

The hardest part of leading clubs is 
putting yourself out there. Does it feel 
fantastic when a typing error gets seen 
by the community? Absolutely not, 
but you cannot really improve without 
making mistakes and learning. After 
all, I would much rather make mistakes 
during college than during a time where 
said mistakes could affect my income 
source.

Beyond self-improvement, I love do-
ing work that helps other people im-
prove their craft. I have edited many 
articles over college, and I love seeing 
someone improve every time they send 
me their work. With Smash Club, seeing 
people get so excited to play at the first 
few events makes me ecstatic to bol-
ster a community that gave me so many 
memories.

Truly, college is only the best time of 
your life if you let it be. I decided against 
college being this “best time” and ded-
icated much of it towards developing 

myself. Maybe I could have been more 
social, but it feels great to have a rather 
solid path for myself after I receive my 
diploma.

My other piece of advice is to keep 
your supporters close. My girlfriend 
Dani got me through many mental hard-
ships and always reminded me to value 
the positives more than to dwell on the 
negatives. Also, for those seniors who 
still take first day of school pictures with 
their mom, make sure to stay in touch 
with her after moving for your first big 
job.

Saying goodbye to Millersville

Fulfilling the Preamble’s 
Promise: Part 1

Print Crawl continues to make art shine 

On Sep 2, 2022, the 5th Annual Print Crawl was held 
in the downtown of Lancaster, PA from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
This is an event for anyone that enjoys art, printing of 
some sort, and design, or anyone that wants something 
new to try I would suggest getting there about ten to 
fifteen minutes early if you are driving. If not, Millers-
ville has a bus that runs to downtown, all that’s needed 
is a student ID. 

Before participants arrived at the first station, if any 
form of student ID is provided, a poster that original-
ly costs five dollars is free. In this year’s print crawl, 
there was a series of eight stations scattered through-
out downtown. The starting point was Typothecary 

Letterpress, where participants could either show that 
they pre-registered or show their student ID. The first 
two stations were in the same building as the starting 
point, then the rest were scattered. 

Before participating in this event, I would suggest 
having a charged phone, a water bottle, and cash on 
hand, in case you see anything at the local stores that 
you might want to purchase. The eight local businesses 
that participated this year were Steadfast Screen-Print-
ing Co., Force Pkg, Heritage Press Museum, Pennsylva-
nia College of Art & Design, Foxduck, Thaddeus Stevens 
College of Technology, Typothecary Letterpress and A 
Day In The Life Records. 

Across all eight local businesses, partici-
pants stopped and participated in an activity such as 
screen-printing, machine cutting, stamps, stickers and 
so much more. After they went to all the stops on the 
map given, they ended up with a poster of that year’s 
themed design as a keepsake and souvenir. All in all, 
it’s great to experience, even if you only participate in 
it once, it’s one experience you won’t forget.In the pro-
cess of learning and engaging in new activities, you get 
to network with people that choose their passion as a 
career vs a traditional nine to five. 

SHAUN LUCAS
Editor In Cheif 

COLIN VANDEN BERG
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF RANDOLP CARNEY 
Downtown Lancaster holds numerous events celebrating the arts.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MILLERSVILLE UNIVERITY 
A scenic photo of the Student Memorial Center on Millersville’s Campus.

TYRESHA VAUGHAN-BLANDING
Opinion Editor 

SUN - THURS 10:30 am - 12 am

FRI & SAT 10:30 AM - 1 am
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Humorous phenome-
na taking the form of pic-
tures, videos, and sounds, 

known as “memes,” have been taking the world by 
storm for as long as most of us can remember. They 
spark joy, help us to cope or distract us from life’s 
troubles, and even inspire discussion about the world 
around us. Many know what it is like to scroll through 
one’s phone looking at these memes, but few under-
stand what it is like to be the brains behind the screen. 
Lydia B., a humble 24-year-old from Kentucky, ranks 
among these individuals.

Living a Hannah Montana-esque double life, Lyd-
ia navigates work and life as any young woman in her 
20s would, but when she wants to escape or express 
herself, she takes to the internet as her own online per-
sona - Klit Klittredge.

Just over a year old, @Klit.Klittredge has been in-
spiring fans and making them laugh through nostal-
gic and off-beat memes, referred to affectionately as 
“shitposts.” Her page currently amasses more than 
50,000 followers on Instagram and 30,000 followers 
on Twitter. Her content, which takes the aesthetic of 
American Girl, a brand well known to millennials and 
“zoomers,” utilizes an ironic, out-of-context sense of 
humor to intrigue viewers seeking to find the absurd 
on the internet. Whether it be references to history, 
pop culture, or politics, Klit Klittredge’s memes inspire 
not only giggles but also thoughtful discussion and de-
bate over relevant topics and issues affecting the real 
world. An influencer who is always open to communi-
cating with and supporting her college-aged fans, Lyd-
ia was ecstatic to sit down for a Zoom interview with 
us here at the Snapper.

In reality a bright, bespectacled sweetheart, Lyd-
ia B. earned her bachelor’s degree in political sci-
ence from the University of Louisville before mov-
ing to Washington D.C., where she now works in the 
non-profit sector. It was during this time when she 
gained inspiration to start the now popular meme 
page.

“It was the Summer of 2021, and I would be talking 
to my friends from work about the memes and ‘shit-
posts’ that were circulating the internet at the time,” 
said Lydia, “I had started up meme pages before, but 
none of them accumulated more than 1,000 or so fol-
lowers. Once I started, I began posting content on my 
personal account before creating a separate page once 
they started taking off.”

Aiming for an initial goal of 10,000 followers, Lyd-
ia B. quickly became known for her online content and 
persona as Klit Klittredge, inspired by the name of Kit 
Kittredge, a character in the American Girl franchise, 
whose story takes place during the Great Depression 
and follows themes of friendship, classism, and the 
growing middle-working class of the period. Adding 
the “L’”s in the name, as a potential reference to the 
clitoris in homage to the women’s issues as the focal 
point of some of her content, Lydia formed the perso-
na known to tens of thousands of fans today. 

Inspired by her interest and thoughts regarding 
history and politics, she would post whatever came to 
her mind. A 2000s kid herself, Lydia thought that us-
ing American Girl dolls, as well as the references and 
aesthetic, for her posts would induce nuance and nos-
talgia, creating further interest from both the doll col-
lecting community and people of her age group with 
similar interests. This unintentionally sparked a trend 
in meme culture, where other accounts began posting 
similarly themed content, inspired by the ironic his-
torical and political humor that made Klit Klittredge so 
popular. Dozens, perhaps even hundreds, of copycat 
or similar meme pages now exist, producing a subge-
nre of its own.

Lydia also uses Klit Klittredge to navigate the in-
ternet as a personality unlike her own.

“She has a no-nonsense way about her, a sense of 
being bigger than herself,” says Lydia, “she is me in a 
lot of ways, but meaner, and blunt. She’s very wicked 
and uses irony, often jokingly shaming fans as a form 
of humor because she doesn’t seem to understand why 
people like her or why she has so many ‘fans’.”

Klit Klittredge does not just post about her account 
but also interacts with viewers as well. By posting to 
her Instagram story and conversing with fans in com-
ment sections and direct messages, she gets the oppor-
tunity to get to know fans, understand their interests, 
and even make friends with people around the world.

Regarding her relationships with fans as an influ-
encer, Lydia elaborates, “I have a very different rela-
tionship with content creators than I used to. I don’t 
think my personality has changed. However, manag-
ing an online page has certainly changed my perspec-
tive on parasocial relationships and interactions with 
social media personalities.”

While most of Klit Klittredge’s content is for the 
sake of humor, her page also brings to light a wide 
range of current and historic political and social is-
sues, including but not limited to classism, abortion, 
religion, feminism, legalization of marijuana, and 
portrayals of women in the media. Lydia claims she 
takes inspiration from the leftist perspective of “com-
mie” memes and forums to create the bold rhetoric 
commonly found in her posts. Using the American Girl 
brand aesthetic as a template for her work, the issues 
she discusses not only raises awareness but also spark 
enlightening debate and discussion. Viewers flood the 
comment section with talking points and ideas, while 
also sharing the posts on their own Instagram stories 
to spread awareness and inspire discussion from their 
own friends and followers. Although she turns down 
paid sponsorships and collaborations, she works with 
non-profit organizations, such as Advocacy, to post 
about more specific social issues.

While discussing politics may seem exhausting to 
some, Lydia sees the discussion of political and social 
issues through jokes and jabs at the world and the gov-
ernment as something that comes naturally to her.

“I never want to take myself too seriously,” says 
Lydia, “but politics is important to me, and since I have 
a degree and am very fascinated with topics and issues 
in that field, it is often what I think about and therefore 
post to my page. I knew there was salient cultural con-

versation. The content that does the best is reflective 
of American culture and politics. Maybe it is because 
people see themselves in the meme. These are issues 
that affect people viewing my content in real life, and 
it creates a huge shift in how people view and react to 
these topics.”

Running a meme page can certainly be an exciting 
pastime, as Lydia points out, but there are also risks 
and challenges that come with it. Back in July, a New 
York Times article about Klit Klittredge exposed Lyd-
ia’s true identity and job, forcing her to lay low for 
some time to protect her privacy. The Klit Klittredge 
Instagram account temporarily went private to protect 
its owner from harassment online. Instead of letting 
her guard down, however, Lydia decided to make a 
positive out of the negative situation by getting clout 
from her now private account, hyping up those who 
were “worthy” for her to accept follow requests, and 
even accepting requests to block the ex-boyfriends and 
enemies of her loyal followers as part of an inside joke. 
The Klit Klittredge Instagram account has since been 
set back to public.

Many fans would expect an influencer to release 
merchandise, go on tour, or otherwise capitalize on 
their newfound popularity, but Klit Klittredge makes 
an exception to this rule. As a former college student 
herself, Lydia understands where many of her young 
adult followers are coming from, believing that “drain-
ing their finances” is unnecessary and goes against her 
personal values. Instead, she sees Klit Klittredge as an 
opportunity to connect with people through her hu-
mor and desire to raise awareness of topics that mat-
ter to her.

“I have a steady job, a 9 to 5 where I can work 
from home, I have what I need in terms of money,” 
Lydia states, “I consider myself anti-capitalist in a way 
that I avoid trying to make a profit out of my page or 
my fans. I understand that a lot of people who view 
my page are college students. I don’t want them to be 
dropping $40 on merch for me. I’m also against the un-
ethical practices of many businesses and vendors that 
would want to sell my merchandise, which is also why 
I don’t plan to sell anything or try to make money out 
of this in the future. This is something I do as a hobby, 
because I enjoy it and making people happy, not be-
cause I want to turn a profit.”

After asking questions about her page and perso-
na, the time came to close the formal interview. As a 
fellow political science major, Lydia asked to “pick my 
brain for a bit,” and we discussed local and state poli-
tics and our careers and adult life. This conversation, 
while seemingly meaningless to an outsider, proves 
that influencers, meme page admins, digital activists, 
or whatever you choose to call them, are genuine peo-
ple with their own passions, interests, and offline per-
sonalities. Lydia B. is an example of why many people 
choose to become content creators - because they wish 
to raise awareness of topics dear to them through hu-
mor and amusement. We look forward to seeing how 
Lydia B. and Klit Klittredge grow and develop in terms 
of creating interesting content and bringing to light 
important topics and issues as she continues to inspire 
meme lovers around the world.

Content creator inspiring discussion 
through nostalgic memes

MORGAN HUBER
Managing Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF THOMAS HOWARD/FLICKR
Lydia B., known online as “Klit Klittredge,” takes inspiration for her content from American Girl, a 
popular doll and toy brand known well by 90s and 2000s kids.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KLIT.KLITTREDGE
Klit Klittredge’s content often lacks nuance, while 
also utilizing irony and pop culture references, 
such as with the image shown above.
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Art show displays humanity’s complex 
relationship with nature 

On Sept. 1, artist Cyth-
ia Consentino discussed 
her new exhibit “Earth Hu-

man,”  set for display at the Eckart Art Gallery until 
Oct. 7. Cosentino talked about how both her life expe-
riences and past works inspired her new showcase, 
centering around themes relating to humanities inter-
actions with nature.

 “I wish I could hold these trees and birds and 
tell them everything would be alright,” Cosentino said, 
referring to her “Topsy-Turvy Mother” statue within 
the showcase.

Recipient of awards from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council and The Society of Arts and Crafts, 
Cosentino’s sculptures and other pieces are celebrat-
ed internationally, focusing on concepts such as family 
relationships, gender roles, little girls in society and 

nature. Her earliest works were derived from witness-
ing the generational gaps between her siblings, moth-
er and grandmother, leading her to question her role 
both as a girl in the family and what life is truly about.

“I always have to make stuff I don’t understand,” 
Consentino said. She elaborates that creating arts al-
lows her to better process complex themes. “I think it’s 
interesting that, for a lot of artists, you grow in circles, 
or you go back to another idea at a different perspec-
tive.”

Consentino’s history is seen through “Earth Hu-
man,” as many of her past works such as “Wolf Girl” 
combine the physical features of both animals and 
humans similar to her new gallery works like “Blue 
Birds” and “King Ku-Kiang.”

Another element incorporated to her new gallery 
is flowers’ symbolic meaning. Consentino’s famous 
“Flower Girl” series displays variations of little girls 
removing flowers from their bodies, with the varied 
interpretations of the collection pieces all dealing with 
femininity amongst little girls.

“It’s this desire to be beautiful and desirable...but 
there’s also this repulsion because of this pressure [to 

be beautiful],” Consentino says.
The modern piece “Innocence” returns to this mo-

tif, with a flower breaching out a girl’s chest represent-
ing the common innocence of children.

Some pieces in “Earth Human” display humans 
and animals collaborating, as seen in “Mountains and 
Streams” and “Atonement.” The latter was mentioned 
by Consentino in her talk, as she questions what hu-
mans can do to make up for their peers’ poor treat-
ment of nature.

Despite many of the pieces’ serious tones and 
themes, select works feel jovial and/or absurd for the 
sake of humor. For example, “Topsy-Turvy Poodle” 
highlights Consentino’s love of the titular breed, dis-
playing a statue with a poodle doing a headstand.

SHAUN LUCAS
Editor-in-Chief

Millersville graduate 
Ethan A. Poetic survived a 
car accident that doctors 

believed had a 99 percent chance of killing him. Poetic 
now continues to inspire people through his work as 
a motivational speaker, writer and life coach. He now 
promotes an autobiography, planning to hold a book 
signing event on Millersville’s campus around late Oc-
tober.

  Poetic began his performing career 
with a poetry reading at a baby shower as an opening 
act for artist Lamar “Black Ice” Manson in 2010. His 
artistic ventures were interrupted on March 19, 2011, 
as Poetic suffered from internal bleeding, a ruptured 
aorta and various other injuries after his vehicle col-
lided with a tractor trailer on the Lincoln Highway 
East. Poetic discusses that his ruptured aorta made it 
so he was expected to die three minutes after the acci-
dent.

Poetic’s autobiography covers the accident, his 
poverty-ridden childhood, growing up without a bio-
logical father, the transition from Coatesville to Lan-
caster, his history with sports and his many personal 
relationships. 

“It’s a combination of the good, the bad, the ugly 
the triumph...it’s a situation where it does inspire the 
youth who think they’re facing challenges similar to 
what I went through,” Poetic said.  What does “It” re-
fer to?

 Poetic mentions that he was initially uncom-
fortable sharing his story to the public.

 “I just wasn’t that comfortable being that vul-
nerable,” Poetic says. “You’re talking about an area of 
your life where you experience not only death...you’re 
not only talking about a point where you not only hit 
rock bottom, you weren’t expected to make it.”

Post-recovery, family and friends encouraged Po-
etic to spread his story through his art as a means of 
motivation. His storytelling led him to return to high-
er-level education, transferring from Harrisburg Area 
Community College (HACC) to Millersville under the 
mentorship of alumni Bob Paul. Upon hearing Poetic’s 
experience, Paul informed Communications professor 
Dr. Theresa Russel-Loretz who later awarded Poetic 
with the Special Recognition Award. 

After graduating from Millersville in 2020, a con-
versation with family friends inspired Poetic to write 
an autobiography.

“I’ve always wanted to write a book, but more on 
poetry. I never thought about writing an autobiogra-
phy, but they brought up the valid point; my story is 
already out there...let’s give them more of the story,” 
Poetic said. “There’s some things that are unanswered 
to the public eye as far as what they saw in the news-
paper and the WGAL feature.”

 Some notable memories Poetic mentions from 
his time at Millersville include giving a testimonial 
through the school radio station, meeting new people, 
eating free foods at events, his internships at Lancast-
er Community Television Station and talking to WGAL 
during his college graduation ceremony.

 Upon working through the publishing pro-
cess, Poetic chose to self-publish his book due to low-
er cost and more creative and copyright-related free-
dom, currently wishing to sell the book on Amazon. 
The manuscript is currently being evaluated by the 
Library of Congress so the book may be protected on 
a federal and international level, per Poetic. After get-
ting his book published, Poetic plans to release a film 
based on the story with heavy involvement. 

Millersville alum writes life story
SHAUN LUCAS
Editor-in-Chief

MADELYN SMITH/SNAPPER
Consentino’s “Self Portrait with Bird” demon-
strates the artist’s relationship with nature.

MADELYN SMITH/SNAPPER
“Woodland Battle” shows two squirrels on a hill, 
with the one on the left holding a grenade. Con-
sentino combines themes and utilizes symbol-
ism to add new perspectives to her work.

MADELYN SMITH/SNAPPER
The “Topsy-Turvy Poodle” sits upside .down like 
his human companions, his leash in his mouth as 
it sits in a snakelike heap on the floor.

MADELYN SMITH/SNAPPER
“King Ku-Kiang”, a whale with human hands 
and feet and a crown on his head, floats idly in 
the air.

MADELYN SMITH/SNAPPER
“Topsy-Turvy Mother” (left) and “Topsy-Turvy 
Daughter” (right) stand side by side, looking on 
atthose looking upon them.



ARTS & CULTURE
PAGE 9 | ARTS THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 8. 2022.

See any good shows lately? Contact our Arts & Culture Editor at culture@thesnapper.com

American producer, songwriter 
and engineer Kenny Beats released 
his debut solo album LOUIE via XL Re-
cordings on Aug. 31, giving his fans a 
record to spin on repeat as we near the 
end of 2022. Kenneth Charles Blume III, 
professionally known as Kenny Beats, 
is arguably the most popular and up-
coming producer within the hip hop 
world, and has collaborated with a list 
of well known artists such as Rico Nasty, 
Denzel Curry, Dominic Fike and many 
more. Kenny Beats began to gain trac-
tion within the music industry with his 
popular series “The Cave,” which pre-
miered on Youtube during 2019 and has 
grown with the artist ever since. “The 
Cave” features Kenny and some of his 
friends in his studio chopping up beats 
to create a song in less than 30 minutes. 
Star appearances such as Doja Cat and 
Lil Yachty have helped the series grow 
along the way. 

Through his growth, Kenny has 
been a large inspiration for those look-
ing to create careers within the music 
industry as well. Throughout lockdown, 
as the world stayed inside, Kenny grew 
his social media and online presence 
tremendously. He began streaming 
daily on popular web streaming site 

Twitch, and used the platform to create 
a community welcome to anyone. Ken-
ny quickly became a beacon of positiv-
ity within the music industry and often 
gives back and recognizes upcoming 
talent within his community. On count-
less occasions, Kenny has gifted his fans 
equipment and tools to aid in their own 
creative journeys. Cultivating a space 
for individuals to share ideas and col-
laborate has had a tremendously pos-
itive impact on the scene and Kenny 
truly cares about the success of those 
within it.  Being a producer, collabora-
tion is one of the key elements in Ken-
ny’s career and he encourages others to 
do the same and meet others with simi-
lar passions. 

LOUIE, Kenny’s debut solo album, 
was created as a gift for his father who, 
at the time, had recently been diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer. The entire al-
bum was crafted within just a month 
while Kenny was in England working 
on Idles’ album, Crawler, during De-
cember 2021. The album is described as 
a “deeply personal tribute” to his father, 
and Kenny never actually intended on 
releasing his own solo album.  “I always 
said that I wouldn’t do a solo album be-
cause I didn’t have anything to say. Fi-

nally, I did,” Kenny said in a statement. 
“Something dark turned into something 
beautiful. This album encapsulated the 
feeling of that one month.” 

The album kicks off with track 
number one titled “Leonard,” in which 
a conversation between Kenny and his 
father is had, discussing the origins of 
the name Louie. From there, the album 
is a continuous ride of not only color-
ful instrumentals and beats but also 
perfectly chopped samples painting a 
picture of Kenny’s childhood and re-
lationship with his father. The use of 
horns, piano and unique drum patterns 
throughout the project make for an 
emotional and warm sound, allowing 
the listener to soak in the record more 
and more with every spin. Each track 
sitting at about a minute and a half in 
length also makes for an easy listen and 
the album flows seamlessly throughout. 
One of the standout tracks on the album 
is “Family Tree,” which features UK rap-
per Slowthai, along with legendary pro-
ducer Mac Demarco adding in soulful 
guitar licks throughout the track. One 
of my personal favorites on the record, 
and perhaps an underrated track, is ti-
tled “Last Words”. The track features 
artists, Vince Staples, Remi Wolf and 

Fousheé who combine to create a gor-
geous sound on the track. The use of 
horns in mixture with vocals from the 
features projects a strong feeling of both 
warmth and comfort. 

Conceptually, LOUIE is easily one 
of the most gorgeous projects I have 
heard artistically. From cover art to in-
spiration and sound, the project is unde-
niably beautiful. Just spending a week 
with the album has convinced me that it 
will go down as an absolute classic, and 
I could not recommend it more. To me, 
as of September 2022, LOUIE is an easy 
standout for feel-good project of the 
year, as Kenny Beats was able to turn a 
dark situation into a gift for not only his 
father but the rest of the world. Kenny 
said in a statement to his fans immedi-
ately following the release, “I made this 
as a gift for my dad and I just woke up 
and saw the whole world listening to 
it. I’ve never felt this feeling in my life. 
Thank you so much all, really”. I would 
like to in return say thank you to Kenny 
for giving us this record and wish his fa-
ther the best of luck in his battle with 
cancer. 

COLIN VANDEN BERG
Staff Writer 

JOHN REIDINGER
Staff Writer 

“Ms. Marvel:” The 
best thing on 

Disney+ right now

It’s been a rough year for Marvel Studios. “Thor: 
Love and Thunder” and especially “Dr. Strange in 
the Multiverse of Madness” received mixed reactions 
from fans and critics, as did the Disney+ series “Moon 
Knight.” Even with the future film slate announced at 
Comic Con, fans have criticized the studio’s post-“End-
game” projects for an over-abundance of potential 
plotlines. 

To make matters worse, Disney released the first 
three episodes of the best MCU project since “Wan-
davision” at the same time as the highly anticipated 
“Obi-Wan Kenobi” series. It’s a real shame, because 
the Disney+ Series “Ms. Marvel” is a fantastic show 
with its few hiccups obscured behind a mountain of 
entertaining storytelling with exceptional writing and 
performances.

 With this fall’s release of Marvel’s “She Hulk” show, 
this year’s best Disney+ project is in danger of getting 
unfairly overshadowed. 

The miniseries is based on the 2014 comic book 
about a young Muslim fangirl named Kamala Khan 
who gets superpowers and a chance to be just like her 
idols, The Avengers. The show changed her powers 
and origins, but kept just about everything else, from 
Kamala’s fun personality to her strong supporting cast 
and unobtrusive emphasis on her cultural heritage.   

“Ms. Marvel” wastes no time establishing its tone 
as a teenage family sitcom in the vein of “Lizzie Mc-
Guire” and other Disney Channel Original Series 

from the mid-2000s. Kamala is a high school kid with 
a quirky family trying to find her identity, and some 
animated daydream sequences establish her thoughts 
and mood in a creative way. This style may seem 
childish or off-putting at first, but it’s not overdone 
and it distinguishes the show from Marvel’s other sit-
com “Wandavision.” 

Kamala (Iman Velani) is instantly likable, wearing 
her heart on her sleeve in an endearing way.  She’s 
an Avengers fangirl whose reaction to getting pow-
ers is tremendously relatable. Her mother Muneeba 
(Zenobia Shroff) and father Yuuf (Mohan Kapur) are 
the best kind of TV parents: concerned but support-
ive, with identifiable and well-defined personalities of 
their own.   

While investigating the source of her new light-
based powers, Kamala enlists the help of her friends: 
the inquisitive token white boy Bruno (Matt Lintz), 
the serious but optimistic saari girl Nakia (Yasmeen 
Fletcher), Kamala’s rival YouTuber Zoe (Larel Mars-
den) and the mysterious senior Kamran (Rish Shah), 
who insistently catches Kamala’s eye.  

The show is best when it focuses on Kamala’s ordi-
nary struggles as a Pakistani girl in New Jersey fac-
ing a sudden amount of responsibility and pressure. 
These moments give the exceptional cast the best op-
portunity to flex their chops, and the writing team, led 
by Bisha K Ali, the most chances to tell an important 
and relatable story. 

 The show is also a unique and fascinating 
look at what it might be like as a young person living 
within the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The characters 
exhibit a mostly casual acceptance of the fantastical, 
and they reference superheroes and world-changing 
events like we might refer to films and movie stars. It 
gives viewers a fun chance to be a sort of fly on the 
wall in the MCU.

Speaking of the MCU, though, “Ms. Marvel” is at its 
worst when it has to be a superhero show. The sto-
ry is grand enough and the ideas are rich enough for 
at least eight or nine episodes, but they have to make 
due with six: a common flaw for Marvel’s TV outings. 
Also, the show’s two main villains both feel underde-
veloped. The menacing Najma (Nimra Bucha) is tied to 
Kamala’s altered backstory but her occasionally con-
fusing actions needed more time to be fully explained. 
Agent Deever (Alysia Reiner) of the Department of 
Damage Control, on the other hand, fails to properly 
challenge Kamala, despite more obvious motivations. 

Despite these speedbumps, “Ms. Marvel” is a re-
markable family-centered comedic drama that also 
manages to be a fun and unique superhero origin sto-
ry. 

Rating: 8.5/10

PHOTO COURTESY OF DISNEY MEDIA KIT 
Ms. Marvel sits at top of street light observing the Jersey city skyline.

Kenny Beats’ solo album pays tribute to 
father’s fight with cancer 
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Parents, children, and all those who enjoy the show 
involving the Australian family of dogs were so excited 
when it was announced that the first half of the third 
season of “Bluey’’ was going to be added to Disney+ on 
August 10th. When the day arrived, many sat around 
their devices and loaded up the next half of the adven-
ture of the two Heeler sisters, and it did not disappoint. 

Of this intial twenty-five episode block release, the 
final episode titled Fairytale stands out the most. Like 
the other titles of the episodes, it does focus on a fairy-
tale.

The episode starts with Bandit Heeler, the Dad, read-
ing the girls Bluey and Bingo the story of  Hansel & 
Gretel before bed. Bingo, the youngest, asks their dad 
if fairytales can happen in real life. He tells her that 
the lessons from them are, then if they want him to tell 
a true one of which they agree, and he reveals it was 
a story about him. A younger version of Bandit riding 
bikes with his two brothers, Rad and Stripe on a holi-
day during the 1980’s is then shown. It is revealed that 
Bandit was bullying Stripe on this trip, but he would 
soon learn his lesson. 

Rad had had enough of Bandit teasing their lit-

tle brother, so he jinx’s Bandit. From then on Bandit 
must remain silent until someone says his name, but 
not having any luck doing so. At the end of the day his 
mother tells him that this was what he deserves for 
how he treated his younger brother. Even after help-
ing his brother the next day, he remains cursed, but is 
soon saved by a younger version of the girls’ mother 
Chilli.The girls are shocked, but their mother tells them 
it was not how it happened, she does not remember 
ever meeting their father back then. Bluey asks them if 
the story was true or not, and Bandit telling her it was 
up to her if she believed. The two adults tuck in their 
children, cutting back to young Chilli and Bandit, her 
saying she will see him later before running off, and he 
watches her go saying he’ll see her later.

This was a good episode to cut off for the first half of 
the season, leaving a sweet story to make one wait for 
the next section of episodes to come out. It reminded 
many of their childhood of asking their parents what it 
was like when they were growing up, especially those 
that had parents growing up in the 1980’s. It also pro-
vided an air of listening to said stories like a fairytale, 
as in the mind of a child the parent as a child seems to 

have been so long ago like their stories.
Not only this, but it was a great episode of showing 

how even parents when they were younger made the 
same mistakes as their children, and how they learned 
from their mistakes to teach their child why they need 
to stop a certain behavior. It also just provided a sweet 
layer of lore for the show, with the ending showing 
that Bandit and Chilli had met when they were chil-
dren for a brief moment, saying they would see each 
other again. As those that watch the series know, the 
two would later meet again at a party, as stated in the 
Season 2 episode 16 episode “The Show”, married and 
had two children. 

Fairytale was certainly a wonderfully animated con-
tribution to the well awaited third season, another cute 
short 7-8 minutes for the audience to enjoy of theHeel-
er family. Many want to see if any more backstory of 
the parents will come to light as the season continues, 
as well as if Bluey and Bingo will ask more questions 
about their Mum and Dad about their childhood ad-
ventures as well. Only time will tell as we await the 
second part of the Season 3 release.

Note: The following contains spoilers for 
“Game of Thrones” Season Eight

HBO Max recently premiered their new “Game 
of Thrones” spinoff series “House of the Dragon,” and 
it’s unknown how excited fans of the popular fanta-
sy series are for this new incarnation. “House of the 
Dragon” is about the Targaryen Civil War hundreds 
of years before the start of “Game of Thrones;” an 
event that seemed more interesting before Daenarys 
Targaryen went power-mad in the “Game of Thrones” 
series finale and failed to redeem her noble family’s 
legacy. 

Daenerys’s fall from grace wasn’t the only aspect 
of the much-maligned series finale that upset casual 
and hardcore fans, and I understand most of their 
criticisms. However, I liked the ending overall, and I 
feel that a proper sense of closure is just what many 
“Game of Thrones” fans many need to get excited for 
“House of the Dragon.”

 The most common complaint for the show’s final 
season is that the events were rushed. I absolutely 
agree that Daenarys’s turn and Bran’s ascent to the 
throne needed more time to develop to seem com-
pletely earned. Reports swirled that HBO was willing 
to grant more episodes to the final season, but the cre-
ators thought they only needed six. They were wrong. 
Every other season had either seven or ten episodes, 
which gave enough time to establish the character mo-
tivations and made the payoffs more satisfying. The 
shortened season lacked the necessary plot and char-
acter setup to deliver start to finish.

Also, Circe’s and Jaime’s deaths were rightfully 
pointed out as anticlimactic. Their deaths came off as 
just checking boxes; Circe’s killer had to be either Jai-
me, Arya, Sansa, and Daenarys, and Jaime was proph-
esied to die in the arms of either Circe or Brianne (i.e. 
“the woman he loves”). Both scenarios were techni-
cally fulfilled, as Jaime and Dany both had a hand in 
Circe’s death and Jaime died in Circe’s arms. Unfortu-
nately, the scene just lacked the personal stakes and 
catharsis that most fans were hoping for from the de-
mise of one the greatest villains in television history.  

My analysis of the Jaime/Circe scene alludes to one 
of the biggest roadblocks to any popular long-running 
series sticking the landing: expectations. The more 
time fans have to analyze, theorize, and speculate, the 
less likely it is that any ending can satisfy a decent per-
cent of the fan base. 

Also, neither the show’s previous seasons nor its 
source material “A Song of Ice and Fire” left much wig-
gle room for possible outcomes, by virtue of its heavy 
reliance on prophecy and very definitive end goal: the 
Iron Throne. Someone besides Circe had to rule Wes-
teros at the end; the “Prince/Princess who was Prom-
ised” had to be revealed, and Daenarys’s Season 2 vi-
sion of King’s Landing covered in either snow or ash 
had to be fulfilled. 

Additionally, a series famous for massive twists 
had to have some sort of unexpected result. John Snow 
aka Aegon Targaryen taking his rightful place on the 
throne would have been criticized as “too predict-
able,” so author George R.R. Martin’s imagined ending 
that the showrunners stuck to was even more boxed 
in than previously described. 

 Besides, John was a great military commander 
but a pretty lousy statesman. He got himself killed for 
making a necessary, but wildly unpopular, alliance as 
Lord Commander of the Night’s Watch, and as King 
of the North he was reviled for bending the knee to 
Daenerys. John, like his older brother Robb, thought 
with his heart but not his head: something proven 
time and time again to be disastrous in Martin’s cut-
throat world of win-the-throne-or-die. John would not 
have the mind for the kind of king Westeros needed 
or deserved.

To be clear, I’m not defending how rushed Dae-
narys’s descent into madness was, but rather that the 
idea that her single-minded quest for the throne was 
doomed to failure makes just as much sense in  hind-
sight as the infamous Red Wedding ultimately did. 

  Daenarys had two defining characteristics: 
an insatiable thirst for the Iron Throne and compas-
sion for the downtrodden. As much as she and the 
fans wanted to believe those goals were compatible, 
they couldn’t be if her solution to all of her problems 

remained to burn them out of existence with her 
dragons. Even in the “good seasons,” she never really 
demonstrated the capacity to actually live by her ide-
als.

 Also, Jorah Mormont was high on most fans’ death 
predictions lists. How Daenarys would react to Johah’s 
likely death was an open question heading into the 
season, and I don’t know if fans were ready to believe 
the obvious answer. It would have affected her confi-
dence and sense of morality whether the season had 
six episodes or ten. 

As for King Bran the Broken, I understand the per-
ception that Bran and his storylines are boring/confus-
ing, even if I don’t agree. It’s easy to read his mono-
tone as a lack of emotion or charisma rather than a 
genuine attempt to connect with people he no longer 
understands. He’s possessed by an omniscient immor-
tal bird-spirit, so if he comes across as a little hard to 
relate to, I sympathize. 

Bran was set up from the first two episodes as 
someone with tremendous significance, so his com-
plete absence from the fifth season never struck me 
as evidence that he was some out-of-nowhere candi-
date for the throne. He’s the only living son of Eddard 
Stark, and unlike his older brothers, he actually stud-
ied politics. While Eddard was teaching Robb, John, 
and Theon about commanding armies, Catlyn Stark 
was teaching Bran about the kingdom. 

Also, as a disabled person, it brought tears to 
eyes when wheelchair-bound Bran was given the title 
“Bran the Broken,” taking his rightful place among all 
the great Brandon Starks that came before him.

“Bluey” takes on
fairytale adventure 

KAITLYN LEISTER
       Staff Writer 

In Defense of the Game of Thrones  
series finaLE

COLIN VANDEN BERG
Staff Writer

Continue reading online 
at thesnapper.com
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Aaron Rodgers was the NFL MVP last season. Fans 
all over the league think that they know everything go-
ing on behind the scenes, but that isn’t really the case 
most times. This is especially true for Aaron Rodgers, 
who admitted to playing games while on drugs during 
a conversation with Joe Rogan about psychedelics use 
in the NFL, and his own personal journey with psyche-
delic drugs. This caused an understandable uproar in 
the media, but is this the first time a player has played 
on drugs before?

Earlier this week, Aaron Rodgers was on The Joe 
Rogan Experience, where he described his mushroom 
journey and stated that he was, in fact, high during 
games last year. To the casual fan, well, to pretty 
much anyone, that sounds completely crazy. Many 
things go on in a game of football, and that is truer for 
the quarterback more than any other position in the 
game. Whether that’s calling out plays, adjusting the 
call based on a pre-snap look, deciphering the defense 
before the play starts, and finding a man to throw to, 
all those decisions must be made in an instant. So, it 

seems completely unfathomable that Rodgers would 
be able to perform those duties while under the influ-
ence. How could he have even stepped out on the field? 
But clearly, it worked, as Rodgers would take the Pack-
ers to a deep playoff run again, and win MVP for the 
second year in a row.  

But, this isn’t the first time something like this has 
happened in the history of sports. The most famous 
example of an athlete playing high and performing 
an absolute miracle is the no-hitter by Doc Ellis of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates against the San Diego Padres in June 
1970. In an animated video created by No Mas and art-
ist James Blagden, the no hitter was described by Doc 
Ellis. In that video, Ellis explains that he had started 
taking LSD the day before he was set to pitch, during 
an off day. However, while he was high, he got his days 
mixed up, and had taken more LSD before the game 
started that day. After arriving at the ballpark, it was 
obvious that something wasn’t right. Ball after ball 
was missing horrendously. Ellis explained that players 
on both sides knew he was high. But somehow, it was 

working. Batter after batter got put away, and before 
Doc Ellis probably even registered that it was the 9th 
inning, Ellis completed the no-hitter, winning the game 
for the Pirates 2-0. Ellis would even go so far as to hint 
that playing in that state was easier than playing sober, 
as the pressure to win was nonexistent. Ellis would 
finish the game with 6 strikeouts and 8 walks, which 
is unusual for most pitchers, but again, that day was 
anything but usual.  

While these two events don’t have too much in com-
mon, they do have one thing: players that were high 
went out there and performed to their usual standard, 
if not better. Of course, with the existence of drug tests, 
even being able to use any drugs such as the ones used 
by both Ellis and Rodgers is difficult, but it creates an 
interesting case study. If every player came out onto 
the field, “high as a Georgia pine” as Doc Ellis described 
it, fans can only wonder what kind of spectacle would 
await them that day.         

Rodgers admits to being on drugs 
during games 

TREVOR TEUBNER
Sports Editor

WWE’s “Clash at the Castle” event marks the first 
premium live event the wrestling company held within 
the United Kingdom in over 30 years. Held at the Prin-
cipality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales on Sept. 3, the show 
featured an anticipated WWE Undisputed Champion-
ship main event between defender Roman Reigns and 
UK native Drew McIntire. The superb card was made 
even better with an electrifying European crowd. 

Summer 2022 marked a transition period for WWE; 
after previous CEO Vince McMahon withdrew from 
from the corporation following numerous allegations 
of sexual harrasment, daughter Stephanie McMahon 
and son-in-law Paul “Triple H” Levesque took over 
the roles of CEO and Executive Vice President of Tal-
ent respectively. The takeover was loved by fans due to 
Levesque’s past works in WWE’s “NXT” brand. 

While July’s “SummerSlam 2022” was the first pre-
mium live event held under Levesque and McMahon’s 
leadership, many fans were excited for “Clash” due to 
the WWE’s recent changes in both tone and direction. 
One major change includes a new focus on younger tal-
ent to build new staples within the company.

The pre-show match between Madcap Moss and 
The Street Profits versus the Alpha Academy and Aus-
tin Theory displayed this newfound focus on younger 

wrestlers. Each man got to display their talent, athlet-
icism, and charisma, with a sleeper performance by 
Moss. One notable moment included Montez Ford of 
The Street Profits diving into the entire group of men 
and then hitting a Frog Splash from the top ropes for 
the team’s victory.

 The team of Bayley, Dakota Kai and Iyo Sky de-
feated Bianca Belair, Alexa Bliss and Asuka in the first 
show match. This match served as a solid show-open-
er, but did not fully show what each woman was capa-
ble of.

Possibly the best match of 2022 followed the wom-
an’s trios match with Gunter versus Sheamus for the 
Intercontinental Championship. Both men battered 
each other with many chops, slaps and forearm hits to 
the delight of the crowd. Despite not winning the cham-
pionship from defender Gunter, Sheamus received a 
standing ovation for an outstanding performance. 

Liv Morgan protected the SmackDown Women’s 
Championship title from challenger Shayna Bazler in a 
match that felt like a natural progression from Morgan 
versus Ronda Rousey at “SummerSlam.” Morgan came 
off as a much more capable champion than against 
Rousey, showing satisfying character development for 
the up-and-coming star.

Edge and Rey Mysterio defeated The Judgment Day’s 
Finn Balor and Damien Priest in a fun match, topped 

off by wrestling icons Edge and Mysterio doing their 
finishing moves in front of the passionate and nostal-
gic crowd. However, many fans discussed more of the 
match’s outcome, as Mysterio’s son Dominick betrayed 
Edge and Rey to a flurry of boos from the crowd. 

Another match fit to be called the best of the year, 
fan favorites Seth “Freakin” Rollins and Matt Riddle 
fought in a highly competitive match, both men show-
ing their high-class wrestling abilities and agility. The 
hard fought battle ended with Rollins finishing Riddle 
with a second rope stomp to the head, hopefully mean-
ing another match by the two is to be expected for an 
upcoming event.

Leading up to the event, WWE built Reigns versus 
McIntyre as a monumental occasion, and the match it-
self certainly delivered. The brutes pushed themselves 
to their absolute limits, with multiple appearances 
from outsiders adding to the stakes. While many fans 
disagree with the outcome of Reigns being victorious, 
the scene of 60,000 European fans chanting Drew’s 
name was one of the greatest WWE moments of 2022. 
 Both “SummerSlam” and “Clash at the Castle” 
were excellent events, pleasing the many fans who re-
turned to WWE after new management arrived. WWE 
is looking to get even better moving forward, meaning 
now is a better time than ever to check out the action.

SHAUN LUCAS
Editor-in-Chief

PHOTO COURTESY OF GEOGRAPH
Principality Stadium in Wales held the first European WWE premium live event in multiple decades. 

Clash at the Castle fires up European Clash at the Castle fires up European 
WWE fansWWE fans
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The rise and mixed reception of transgender ath-
letes in professional and collegiate sports have caused 
contentious arguments for better and for worse. The 
divide between those who support and oppose the eli-
gibility for transgender athletes to participate has not 
only changed the rules for certain leagues, but it as also 
given athletes who are affected by these rules a plat-
form to advocate their rights to qualify and play their 
respective sports. The LGBTQ community has been 
discriminated against for a plethora of years. When it 
comes to sports, we’ve seen many athletes who have 
transitioned and courageously faced backlash while 
continuing their athletic careers, as well as accomplish-
ing and setting new records in their profession. In this 
past decade, we’ve seen openly-trans athletes such as 
Layshia Clarendon, who received WNBA Allstar hon-
ors, and Olympic gold-medalist Quinn, who received 
their first gold medal as an open-trans athlete with 
the Canadian National Soccer Team. The praise that 
comes toward these athletes for their achievements 
also comes with harsh criticisms. In the collegiate and 
high school divisions, we’ve seen many rules changed 

or adjusted to prevent transgender athletes from par-
ticipating due to the biologically physical factors that 
may cause what some consider to be an unfair advan-
tage. With the courageous efforts to come out publicly 
on their gender identity, the backlash faced is inevita-
ble for these individuals that comes with scrutinization 
from not only media outlets, but the state government-
sas well.

We’ve seen this recently with University of Pennsyl-
vania swimmer Lia Thomas, who faced scrutiny from a 
variety of media outlets, both transphobic and misogy-
nistic, for being the first openly trans-woman to win an 
NCAA swimming championship during her collegiate 
athlete career from 2019-2022. Deemed as “the face of 
the debate on transgender women in sports” by CNN, 
Thomas’ record-setting achievements caused a polar-
izing divide between the athletes, leagues, and specta-
tors. This has caused political officials to intervene and 
as of June 2022, the states such as Florida, Georgia, and 
Texas among 16 others have enforced laws prohibit-
ing public schools from allowing the participation of 
transgender girls in school sports for girls. As well as, 

FINA (The International Swimming Federation) voted 
to restrict the participation of transgender athletes in 
elite women’s competitions. In supportive response to 
the ruling, media personality and retired Olympic gold 
medal-winning decathlete, Caitlyn Jenner voiced her 
support for this judgment stating:

“I think it’s very good. I have been on this issue from 
the beginning, and I’ve been very consistent. I have 
said from day one I don’t want biological boys to be 
competing against women, especially in school…I think 
that’s the right decision. We need to protect women’s 
sports and this will have a big impact.” 

With this ongoing argument that athletes should be 
recognized not by their sex assigned at birth, but by 
their gender identity, the overall right to participate is 
violated by those who choose to join sporting leagues 
by having their rights taken away due to their gen-
der. With that being said, the attention brought to this 
debate has given more LGBTQ athletes a voice to be 
heard, as well as a perspective to be seen when defend-
ing or fighting for their rights to be treated equally and 
equitably.

Transgender athletes in sports 
continues to be discussed

ETHAN IJUMBA
Staff Writer

The start of another school year here at Millersville 
highlights the beginning of fall sports once again. Foot-
ball, men’s and women’s basketball, women’s field 
hockey, women’s volleyball, and so much more. Each 
team had varying levels of success last season, with 
some teams finding more success than others. This 
season will be no different, and expectations for some 
teams are already in full swing.  

Starting with the biggest sport on campus, and in 
many ways the smallest, the Millersville football team. 
The football team has struggled mightily for a while 
now, and that didn’t change last year. The team went 
2-9, ending the season on a 5-game losing streak. That 
story has been the same for a very long time now. Fans 
of the Marauders are waiting and waiting for players 
to emerge and the team to start improving, but it just 
hasn’t happened. So far, this season has started out the 
same, as Millersville lost 10-28 against Saint Anselm on 
the road. Of course, it is only one game, but time will 
tell if Millersville’s football team wins some games this 
year, or if the status quo will continue.  

Men’s basketball is a different story. The men’s bas-
ketball team found a ton of success last year, ending the 

year 25-7. After an average season in 2019-2020, going 
15-15, the team was looking for improvement and boy, 
did they find it. This year’s team has a good mix of both 
veteran players and new talent, so the expectations for 
the men’s basketball team this year are high, and the 
team seems ready to have another stellar season.  

Women’s basketball is also kicking off this fall. The 
team has been struggling the last couple of years, go-
ing 7-20 last year and 8-19 the year before. The team’s 
roster consists of mostly freshman and sophomores, 
pointing to the possibility of this being a rebuilding 
year. However, that does not mean that the women’s 
basketball team will find little success this year. There 
are always opportunities for young players to step up 
and prove that a young team can be successful. The 
team was outscored by their opponents last season 
1673-1445, so there is room for improvement. If the 
younger roster can prove that they can step up, this 
team could be in for a good year.  

The women’s field hockey team has been improving 
in recent years, finishing last season with a 15-4 re-
cord. The team is off to a hot start this year, as they 
have played 2 games and won both. This year’s team 

has a good mix of both young players and veterans, 
and, considering their success last year, the team only 
has one direction to go this year, and that direction is 
up. Millersville outscored their opponents a whopping 
70-12. With a score differential like that, it proves that 
this team was nothing but dominant last season, and 
the team hopes to keep that up moving forward into 
this season.  

The women’s volleyball team is a good example of 
a team ignoring struggles last year to come out strong 
for this season. The volleyball team had a dominant 
season in 2019, ending the year 26-9. However, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the team was forced to can-
cel their season in 2020. Last fall, the team struggled to 
find consistent footing throughout the year and ended 
with a record of 11-20. However, it seems that the team 
is ready to ignore that season’s disappointment, and 
come out strong to begin this year’s season, coming 
out 7-1 and beginning the year with a 6-game winning 
streak. The only question for this team now is if they 
can continue their great success and find ways to keep 
their strong season alive.            

TREVOR TEUBNER
Sports Editor

Outlook for Millersville’s fall sports

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARK PALCZEWSKI / MILLERSVILLE ATHLETICS
Football players pose for the shot during the football team’s media day 
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